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Cao Shenshen

executive editor

H
ey, Sky Times has arrived just in time for this colorful autumn. after several 

months’ preparation, we are finally ready to harvest what we have and present 

it to you.

autumn is a beautiful season for harvesting; it’s when chinese people engage in the 

Mid-autumn festival celebration by admiring the full moon while eating moon cakes 

with families. at the same time, americans enjoy visiting pumpkin patches and seeing 

leaves gradually age in beautiful color before falling off trees.  In the spirit of the harvest 

season in which all is collected, we have harvested worthwhile articles from a variety of 

writers for this first issue of Sky Times. 

recently, I have asked myself many times why we need to launch this new english 

magazine, since our editorial team is nearly all chinese. one day, an american friend told 

me that when she takes flights from china to her hometown in Birmingham, alabama, 

she usually reads the inflight magazine. Yet up until now, she can hardly find any content 

to read about china and asia inside of these magazines. she wants to read more about 

the east, even though she has travelled within china. so we proposed developing an 

entire magazine touching on stories connected yet not limited to china, showing different 

culture, attractions, food & beverages, as well as lifestyle details to foreign visitors. We 

believe it will make your flight time interesting and pleasant. that is our wish.

this coming fall, we will bring you to Xi’an, one of the oldest cities in china with a 

glorious history and diverse cultural heritage (Page 16). then you can follow designer Liu 

Lu’s advice to discover the best-kept secrets of Beijing (Page 22). Why french photogra-

pher olivier roller looked back 2,000 years in order to make a comparison between two 

world powers: the roman empire and the Qin dynasty (Page 50). While Pekka Vauramo, 

ceo of finnair introduces the brand new airbus 350 to china and will tell you which 

airline can offer the shortest pass from asia to europe (Page 54). and if you are a fashion 

enthusiast, you must read anna fendi’s story, about the fendi fashion empire and other 

things close to her heart (Page 60). Look inside this issue, and you will find such answers 

and more.

“Vivi, Ama, Vola” are the most interesting words I have heard recently. these three 

Italian words attract me a lot, because of the beautiful meaning they have: Live, Love 

and fly. It captures the spirit of our flying lifestyle.

I hope you enjoy the first issue. Behind every page there is a new world to explore, 

and your feedback is always appreciated.

Wish you a pleasant journey.

a Message  
from 
sky times
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Several children play outdoors in 
a town in the northern part of the 
Gaza Strip. Children and teen-
agers account for approximately 
43% of the roughly two million 
people in Gaza. Unlike most of 
their global peers, children in 
Gaza grow up in the shadow of 
war, poverty and blockades.

Childhood
in Gaza
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Didi Chuxing and Uber 
to Merge in china

China’s largest ride-hailing com-
pany Didi Chuxing confirmed 
plans to take over its major rival 
Uber China for $35 billion on Au-
gust 1, ending years of intense 
competition between the two for 
a stake in the country’s growing 
Internet-based ride-hailing 
industry. The deal came after 
the Chinese lifted regulatory 
uncertainties that had previously 
plagued the industry. 

Classic Battle at

 naadam Fair
The Naadam Fair (a traditional 
Mongolian festival) also known as 
the 13th session of the China-Mon-
golian costume festival, and locally 
termed “The three games of men”,  
was held at Chile Chuan Grassland 
on July 23. The three games are 
Mongolian wrestling, horse racing 
and archery. The opening ceremo-
ny featured a recreation of a battle 
scene from the era of the Mongo-
lian conqueror Genghis Khan. 
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Pokemon 
Fever Sweeps the Globe

The Festival 
of the Flowers in Colombia

Removed from Paris Bridges

Performers dressed as Pikachu, a character 
from the Pokemon series of games, took part 
in a parade in Yokohama, Japan, on August 7. 
Pokemon Go fever has swept the globe, with 
players searching across towns and cities as they 
desperately try to capture the monsters. 

The Festival of the Flowers was held in Medellin, 
Colombia on August 7. It is the most important 
social event for the city, where farmers create flower 
arrangements on “silletas”, which are implements 
designed to carry flowers on a person’s back. 

Paris, the city of love, will soon lose some 
of its most popular symbols of romance. 
City officials have begun removing pad-
locks that were attached to the city’s major 
bridges by loved-up couples.

“Love Locks”
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E-bone Cable Guide

The plastics manufacturer igus has ensured that 
the cable guide’s material is light and at the same 
time elastic, yet very durable. An unintentional 
detachment of the cable from the guide is avoided 
by a simple fastening of both ends.

Season Chair Upholstered Chair

Season Chair is a simple and elegant upholstered chair com-
posed of two rounded elements – a cube and a rectangular 
backrest. The casters hidden in the base allow for easy mobil-
ity and make it versatile for use both in private living areas as 
well as in public spaces or in the office.

Seismographische Porcelain Vase 

This porcelain vase was modeled were modeled after 
seismic waves of particular earthquakes and the cor-
responding seismographic recordings. Selected parts 
of the two-dimensional shape of the curve determine 
the asymmetrical contours of the vases. The filigree 
vase in “bisquit” color are handmade in Germany 
using traditional methods.

FollowMe Table Lamp

FollowMe is a portable and rechargeable table 
lamp that can be flexibly positioned wherever 
there is need for light. Its compact size and its 
pleasant light are tailored to be used in places 
without electrical outlets and in living spaces, as 
well as in private or commercial outdoor areas.
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Johammer Electric Motorcycle

The objective of the design process of this 
series electric motorcycle was to create an 
eye-catching vehicle that increases the at-
traction of emission-free transportation. The 
result is a striking, futuristic-looking vehicle 
with an innovative construction and a travel 
range of over 200 km after a one-hour charging 
time. The bodywork is made of a very inherently 
stable and ultra-light polypropylene mono-material 
and is recyclable.

Pilo Pillow

Manufactured using ergonomic data, Pilo offers 
pressure relief for the nape of the neck. A special 
feature is the accompanying Dream Cloud app: 
a built-in, invisible speaker that works with low 
output impedance and without an external power 
source, it creates gentle ambient background sound.

Glimm Smart Bag 1.0 Bag with 

Smartphone Accessory

Glimm Smart Bag 1.0 combines a trendy 
handbag with cutting-edge IT. The brand 
logo, which is applied to every bag, can 
receive signals from any smartphone that 
may be inside the bag via Bluetooth. 

MOOV NOW™ Sports Tracker

The waterproof device, with 
its comfortable and breathable 
silicon band, recreates the mo-
tion in 3D, monitors users’ per-
formance in a variety of sports 
and provides data visualization 
focused on personal fitness.

1 1



On a regular flight I normally or-

der a Diet Coke with ice and grab 

another glass of water to stay 

hydrated. If it is an early morning 

flight, I will order an orange juice 

with ice and a cup of black tea.

I am a daily user of WeChat as I use 

it to connect with my friends and 

work colleagues which are spread 

out around the world. I also use 

Flipboard for my daily dose of news 

and as I love to listen to podcasts, 

I get my fix via the built-in iPhone 

app. Aside from that I use Instagram, 

Facebook, and Safari.

White wine or juices. 
 Facebook, Didi Taxi, Trip Advisor, 

and the Mobile Flight Net of our 

company to check my roster.

Normally what I have during a flight 

is a non-alcoholic beverage, such 

as apple juice or orange juice. After 

taking a flight, you may have to visit 

someone or something so it’s best 

just to have something that will not 

change your mood too much. For 

example, it may be found by some to 

be impolite if you have the smell of 

alcohol on your breath.

GPS maps. Something like Baidu 

Map or Sogou Map. I prefer Sogou 

Map rather than Baidu, because 

it’s more convenient for foreigners. 

WeChat is quite convenient to com-

municate with people on, reading 

some blogs and articles or sharing 

something such as a picture in a 

group chat. It’s also great for sending 

out voice messages or to follow 

some moments. I also like to use Didi 

Taxi, Ali Pay and Facebook.

On the flight I just order 

water, so that I can sleep 

better during the flight.

In China the App I use the most is 

WeChat. I have to admit that at the 

beginning I thought WeChat was just 

for chatting, but indeed there are so 

many functions I never used, such 

as the shaking function, the friends 

nearby function, sending hongbao to 

each other, and paying for things us-

ing the wallet amongst other things... 

Actually you can do EVERYTHING 

with Wechat.

Carolin Aichhorn 
(Austria, Researcher)

Thomas H. Ofner
(Austria, Consultant)

Manoj Panday 
(Nepal, Aviation Engineer)

Hiroko
(Japan, flight attendant)

What kind of drinks 
do you usually 

order on the flight?

What kind of 
Apps do you use 

more often?
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It is clear that different types of passengers 
have their own travel styles and mindsets. New 
consumer technologies added to traditional 
channels are allowing different travelers to 
customize their journey from a set of options. 
The 2016 Passenger IT Trends Survey indicates 
that 34% of passengers are careful planners, 14% 
of passengers are hyper-connected, 14% would 
like to be pampered and 9% prefer to be open-
minded adventure takers.

Workers use social media at work for many reasons; 
taking a mental break is one of the most common. 
Social media influences and permeates many 
aspects of daily life for Americans today, and the 
workforce is no exception. These digital platforms 
offer the potential to enhance worker productivity 
by fostering connections with colleagues and 
resources around the globe. At the same time, 
employers might worry that employees are using 
these tools for non-work purposes while on the job 
or engaging in publicly viewed commentary that 
might reflect poorly on their organization.

What kind

Social Media

of passengers are you in?

at work?

Are you using

Because they do not want to experience 
anything negative on their journey, careful 
planners plan ahead in many ways. They often 
double check every stage of preparation and 
travel. Anxiety and apprehension about the 
travel experience tends to drive their behavior.

34%

34%
27%
24%
20%
17%
17%
12%
12%

14%

14%

9%

Careful Planners

Hyper-Connected Types

Pampered Types

Open-Minded 
Adventure Takers

It is very important for them to 
maintain control and determine 
their own context and they value 
efficiency very highly. They tend 
not to be passionate about the 
travel process and often became 
irritated and impatient.

These are relaxed travelers 
who can afford a higher 

standard of service. 
They make frequent 
use of status-based 

services, such as 
lounges and loyalty 

programs. They tend to 
enjoy travel more than others, but regularly 
experience a blend of mild annoyance with 
anticipation and joy.

These passengers are eager to try new things and 
services. They are looking for memorable experiences, 
but tend to travel economy class and look for bargains. 
They are happy and excited about their travel journey, 
although many also express underlying apprehension.

use social media while at work to take a mental break from their job

use it to connect with friends and family while at work

use it to make or support professional connections

use it to get information that helps them solve problems at work

use it to build or strengthen personal relationships with coworkers

use it to learn about someone they work with

use it to ask work-related questions of people outside their organization

use it to ask such questions regarding people inside their organization

Source: SITA

Source: Pew Research Center
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X
i’an rises and rests to 
the ancient peal of bells 
and the hypnotic beat of 
drums.

When I approached downtown 
Xi’an from Xianyang International 
Airport, I heard a loud, deep sound 
from far away. “What’s that?” I 
asked. Though I’d been there often, 
I’d never heard it before.

“The big drum is sounding,” the 
driver answered. “Since early 2011, 
the city brought back an element 
of the traditional lifestyle: the 
morning bell and evening drum. In 
the morning you can also hear the 
bell sound.” 

When he mentioned this, 
I recalled reading about this 
traditional form of time telling and 
modulating the lives of citizens, 
a system going back to when the 
city was known as Chang’an. 
Looking out the open window of 
the car, I saw the stone wall of the 

ancient city and sensed a fresher 
air and a cleaner city. 

“When were the old houses 
demolished?” I asked, surprised to 
see an open square where, a year 
earlier, there had been a vast area 
of traditional-style residences.

“Don’t you know? Now the city 
wall is completely connected, and 
the lost neighborhoods have all 
been rebuilt and are under new 
regulations,” the driver explained.

 While the revitalization came 
as good news to me, I couldn’t 
help sighing for the loss of ancient 
buildings as they had once offered 
a glimpse into how the old 
capital looked hundreds or even 
thousands of years ago.

Bell Tower and 
Drum Tower

The next day I departed for Bell 
Tower Square, located in the city 

Xi’an
The Bells are 
Back in

the Jingyun 
Bell which was 
used to strike 
the hours is 
hung on the 
Bell tower.

text&Photos  Wang Yuanchang
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told time and the movement of 
seasons by means of the stars and 
constellations. What’s more, the 
drum and bell regulated lives and 
work time, a custom that people 
were accustomed to and greatly 
enjoyed.

Today, the bell is rung at 9 a.m., 
11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m., and 
the drum is beaten at 5 p.m. daily. 
But the 9 a.m. bell is the most 
magnificent of all, sounding the 
start of a fine and busy day ahead. 

The bell, weighing 6.5 tons, 
is struck by 11 figures dressed 
in Ming Dynasty-styled warrior 
clothing. The sound is so loud it 
rings out across vast distances, 
as it did in the Ming Dynasty 
(1368–1644), and is a regarded as 
a common occurrence in the city, 
not much different from the grand 
ceremony of raising the national 
flag in Beijing every morning.

To the northwest of the Bell 
Tower, and half a kilometer away, 
is the Drum Tower. Built in 1380, 
the Drum Tower is located at the 
end of a lively street in the Muslim 
Quarter, rising up 33 meters. Upon 
completion, a huge drum was 
installed in the very center of the 
tower, surrounded by 24 drums 
set in the four cardinal directions, 
which symbolizes the 24 solar 
phases of the Chinese traditional 
calendar. When night fell, the drum 
was sounded to tell the hour, and 
people would then shift into their 
nightlife modes.

I climbed up the Bell Tower 
and looked out across Xi’an. The 
great city wall encircles Xi’an 
and appears square in shape, a 
barrier guarding and defending 
against those who would attack 

center and along the way I saw 
the Pagoda Tower rising before 
me. The bell was cast in 653AD, 
when the Tang government 
(618–907) was actively involved 
in restoring Buddhist artifacts and 
figures like the nearby bell tower, 
which became a symbol of this 
ancient imperial capital. By 5:10 
p.m., crowds of people and traffic 
swelled, making it difficult to take 
photos. I looked around and found 
that the bell tower had the best 
vantage point.

For thousands of years, the bell 
was rung to announce daybreak, 
which served to wake people up 
and start the day. At dusk, the 
bell was sounded to note the end 
of day, at about the time when 
people would go home for the 
day. Throughout the long corridor 
of history, before the time in 
which wristwatches were still 
far from being invented, people 

Xi’an
The Bells are 
Back in
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expression on his face.

A Life of Ease and 
Song

While the city wall is a great 
draw for tourists, what I like best 
is the matchless lifestyle here. 
Check it out: In the morning, in 
the squares, parks and public 
places, groups of people gather 
and exercise, sometimes singing 
in chorus; they spontaneously 
form groups and perform tai chi 
or dance to melodious music, 
often while singing. And some do 
ballroom dancing and the cha-cha. 
Not far away, people rollerblade 
skillfully or practice kung fu. 
The oldest man involved in the 
activities is nearly 80 years of age, 
while the youngest participant is 
only six years old.

In a small pavilion like those 
found everywhere in Xi’an, on the 
Bell Tower Square, I saw a group 
of old men singing and playing all 
kinds of traditional instruments, 
like the erhu, dulcimer, drum, 
and some whose names I did not 
know. They were concentrating 
hard and didn’t notice me. They 
were singing Qinqiang, the most 
renowned technique of all Shaanxi 
Opera style in China’s northwest 
provinces. This confirmed for me 
the old saying that, “Xi’an people 
are apt to be nostalgic.”

Suddenly I heard bird song 
nearby. Just when I was figuring 
out where the sounds were coming 
from, an old man passed by 
with a bird cage swinging on the 
handlebars of his bike. 

“Where are you going?” I asked 
in haste.

“To the bird market,” he replied, 
continuing on. 

I followed him and reached a 
bird market where there was a 
beer garden loaded with cars, bikes 
and, of course, people. Buyers 
and peddlers were busy with 
bargaining. I shouldered my way 

from without. However, the wall 
never held back the development 
of this once-prosperous capital or 
cut off the arrival of new cultural 
influences or anyone wanting to get 
in touch with the historic capital.  

The Sound of History
Xi’an, the capital of Shanxi 

province, was once called Chang’an, 
which means “long life and lifelong 
safety.” It is on the Guanzhong 
Plain, in the northern area around 
Qingling Mountain in the Yellow 
River basin where the Silk Road 
starts and is believed by some 
historians to be the birthplace of 
Oriental civilization itself. This 
historical city serves as the capital 
of many dynasties, including the 
Tang. The Banpo Neolithic village 
archaeological site here is said to 
contain one of the earliest proofs 
of the first matriarchy and is 
considered yet another birthplace of 
Chinese civilization.

There is an old saying that goes 
something like, “Rome in the West, 
Chang’an in the East,” which is to 
say that Xi’an is equal to Rome 
and is considered to be one of 
the world’s great ancient capitals. 
Though it has been regarded as an 
ancient city for thousands of years, 
few travelers come to know the daily 
life and hospitality of its people. 

Xi’an has a long history and 
rich culture, making it a valuable 
heritage site brimming with 
historical treasures, while its thriving 
economy creates a comfortable 
lifestyle for people today. Every year 
the tourism and service industries 
receive substantial government 
funding. Each time I come to this 
great city, it is always crowded with 
foreign tourists. 

Seeing two foreign men with their 
ears to the great city wall, I asked 
what they were doing. “Hush,” 
one said to me, his fingers on his 
lips, “I’m listening to the sound of 
history,” he explained with a solemn 

Perhaps no musical 
instrument is more 
evocative in china than 
erhu, a two-stringed 
bowed instrument that 
is sometimes known in 
the Western world as 
the chinese violin or a 
chinese two-stringed 
fiddle. It produces the 
most characteristic 
sounds of chinese 
music of extraordinary 
beauty.
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into the crowd and found vendors 
selling hand-woven bamboo cages. 
Among the crowd were some 
buying cages, and others like me, 
simply watching the fine craft 
work being done before our eyes. 
One man was weaving two cages 
at a time as a woman assistant 
precisely passed him bamboo 
sheets and tools without a word or 
a glance exchanged.

 “Are all those bird cages 
handmade?” I asked. 

“Of course,” he said. 
“Otherwise, nobody would buy 
our cages. All these cages are 
handmade by both of us, as well 
as by several craftsmen working 
at home. A skillful craftsman can 
make five small cages a day; if 
carved with elaborate patterns 
and decorations, one cage can 
take around 10 days – this will 
of course cost more. Picking up 
a medium-size cage. You see, we 
mainly make round cages, with 
five circles, which give off a stable, 
elegant and tight appearance.” 

He told me that he sells 
hundreds of cages a day. 

“Xi’an people are good at 
raising birds, no matter old or 
young, male or female – nearly 
every family raises birds. Our 
customers always buy five or six 
cages at one time.” 

Now, I understand why I could 
hear the happy songs of birds just 
about everywhere in Xi’an. 

A young couple attracted my 
attention. Unlike other buyers, 
they paid for four birds without 

autumn is the best 
time to take pleasure 
in the autumn insects 
like Guoguo (Gamp-
socleis inflata Uv) and 
Gryllidae. In the picture 
the residents wander 
the market to find their 
favorite insect and 
suitable cage. 

three lovely kids are playing around the 
ancient city wall.
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bargaining and squeezed past the 
crowd. Suddenly, they bended 
down and opened the cage door. 
The girl put a beautiful bird on 
her hand, after whispering to it she 
released it calling out, “Go, lovely 
birds, go!” I could not help but feel 
moved and seized in that moment. 

After that, I scoured the Internet 
and searched for books on the 
birds of Xi’an. There was much 
on the subject. Opinions vary, but 
most agree that Xi’an people buy 
and raise birds for fun, not for 
auction or investment, regardless 
of whether they are auspicious or 
not. Then, there are others, like 
the young couple, who buy birds 
simply to release them back to the 
wild. This is deeply influenced by 
Buddhist practices.

Special Food of Xi’an 
While Xi’an boasts a number 

of architectural treasures, on the 
culinary front, surprisingly, the 
flavor of imperial grandeur has all 
but disappeared. Xi’an is crowded 
with restaurants serving simple 
local specialties.

Yangroupaomo consists of 
mutton soup and bread and is a 
local dish that goes back more 
than 2,000 years. Called paomo, 
the dish is a daily staple for Xi’an 
residents. It can be found in all 
kinds of restaurants, no matter 

how large or small; 
if you’re not 

particular, 
then take 

a seat at 
a small 
street 
stall 
and 
order 

Biangbiang noodle is another highlight of Xi’an 
cuisine, touted as one of the “Eight Strange Wonders 

of Xi’an”. There is only one long noodle spiraling in 
the bowl, around three centimeters wide like a belt, 

topped with lots of red hot peppers and spicy oil sauce. 

The Drum Tower 
at sunset. 

Having been through the fire set by Xiang Yu and buried 
deeply in the soil beneath for over two thousand years, all 
the terracotta warriors and horses are fragmented like a 
devastated history book when first unearthed.

a bowl of Paomo. It’s a good way 
to enjoy typical Xi’an food while 
listening to other people talking 
about the latest news and other 
interesting tidbits. Laosujia’s 
mutton paomo restaurant is the 
most popular; it’s always crowded 
with customers.

Xi’an noodles are another 
staple of the Xi’an cuisine, and 
biangbiang noodles are the best of 
the variety. A friend once teased 
me, “never touch biangbiangmian 
unless you have enough strength 
and willpower to eat it.”Regardless 
of his exhortation, I had to order 
a bowl.

When the noodles were served, 
I was surprised to find that it was 
set in a spiral in the bowl and 
that it was in fact only one long 
noodle around three centimeters 
wide! The waiter poured a spoon 

of hot and spicy oil sauce onto 
the noodle, the sizzling sound 
and fresh red color stimulated 
my senses. I started to eat and 
found my friend’s words to have 
no exaggeration. By the time I 
finished, I was drenched in sweat, 
realizing that eating noodles is a 
very “demanding” art. I guess I 
really need to exercise.  

Day and Night
In Xi’an, the light of dawn 

illuminates the city’s contours, 
which emerge more clearly with 
every passing minute. The great 
city wall embraces the city and 
protects those within, as in the 
past, but now it is open to all 
who are curious to enter. The Bell 
Tower and Drum Tower Squares 
are sources of entertainment as 
well as marketplaces. When in 
Xi’an, do as locals do: Join those 
who dance and sing, buy some 
discounted handicrafts, and try 
local fare. This is a really good way 
to spend a relaxed and interesting 
day and night in Xi’an.
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Located at the northern square of Great Wild Goose Pagoda, 
the large musical fountain shows a spectacular scene with 
glittering light and wonderful waterscape at night.

A Forest of Stone Tablets
The Xi’an Beilin Museum was originally set 

up in 1087. This art treasure-house contains a 
collection of 3,000 ancient Chinese memorial 
stone tablets and historical documents, records 
and stone carving patterns spanning over 2,000 
years. Through these collections on display 
in the museum, one can explore Xi’an’s rich 
heritage of calligraphy and stone carvings. 
The museum is also home to many steles and 
books referring to Confucianism, as well as 
original scripts of outstanding calligraphers like 
Ou Yangxun, Liu Gongquan and Wang Xizhi, 
revealing the different styles of the Qin, Han, 
Weijin, Song and Tang dynasties.

Terracotta Warriors  
In the early spring of 1974, a number of 

farmers discovered ancient bronze weapons 
and pieces of broken terracotta armored 
warriors while digging a well at the northern 
foot of Mt. Lishan, 35 kilometers from Xi’an, in 
Shaanxi Province. This great discovery initiated 
the recovery of a magnificent tomb of troops 
buried for over 2,000 years.

In the vaults is an army of 8,000 soldiers and 
horses, some of which are complete, some 

broken. The life-size terracotta figures are 1.8 
meters tall, and weigh between 100 and 300 
kilograms on average. Each of the warriors 
has a different facial expression, hairstyle, and 
clothing, thus reflecting different positions 
in the legion. People have different opinions 
about Emperor Qin Shihuang, but when they 
see the grandeur of the buried troops, they 
marvel at this great wonder achieved during his 
reign. 

In this 32 sq km plot, apart from statues 
of soldiers, horses and chariots, a pyramidal 
mound that marks the emperor’s tomb, remains 
of a palace, offices, storehouses and stables 
have also been identified. Furthermore, an 
empty pit was also uncovered, suggesting that 
this plot was left unfinished at the time of the 
emperor’s death.

The emperor’s tomb is yet to be fully 
excavated. Based on the records of a first 
century Chinese historian named Sima Qian, the 
area was designed with mercury streams inlaid 
in the ground to represent local rivers running 
through the tomb. Recent tests taken from 
the area indicate high levels of mercury in the 
artefacts. This has led to extra caution and even 
reluctance in excavating the tomb due to safety 
issues, both in regard to artifact and worker 
safety.

Cultural Attractions
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Beijing-born fashion designer Liu Lu left a career in new York city to pursue 
fashion, art and creation in Beijing, china, her native city. Her label Luvon 
by Liu Lu reflects her attitude toward life and highlights a chinese sense of 
beauty. Her designs are known for their simple elegance and playful sexiness. 

as a Beijing native, she shares some of the best-kept secrets of the capital 
for those who are interested to explore its nooks and crannies. Beyond the 

landmarks, there are other fun ways to enjoy the city, from fashion and art to 
food and wine.

of  Beijing text  Yang Yang

What makes 
Beijing special in 

your eyes?

How to spend a day in 
Beijing like a local?

Beijing is ancient yet modern, with limitless possibilities. The 
city is also at the forefront of the country’s contemporary 
art scene. I love the cultural, artsy vibe of my city.

Personally I love checking some hidden hutongs (alleys), art districts 
and antique markets to catch a glimpse of art movement as well as local 
life. A picnic in the park on a beautiful summer day is also pleasant. 

Forbidden City at sunset. I love strolling with my friends outside Forbidden 
City, embracing the tranquility at sunset moments in summer season. Another 
“secret” is the 1949 The Hidden City courtyard in Sanlitun area. There are a 
number of nice restaurants, bars and galleries inside so you can easily spend 
a day in the courtyard. 

What’s the “best-
kept” secret away 
from tourist trail?
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What’s the top 
experience in Beijing?

I love riding bicycle over a quiet Beijing weekend or just wandering through 
hutongs and the area around the Forbidden City. There are many creative boutiques 
and nicely-designed cafes hidden inside the old alleys.

Beijing’s hutongs are one of its most unique features, and one of the loveliest is 
Wudaoyin hutong that is also very walkable and a great place for exploring and 
browsing some of the local designs and souvenirs. Panjiayuan antique market is 
a massive, open air market to bargain for everything from life-sized terracotta 
warriors, Chinese style porcelain to small items. Well, most of them are not authentic 
antiques but it’s overall a fun experience. If anyone wants to check Forbidden City 
or Lama Temple, make sure to avoid visiting over weekends or public holidays, as 
the crowds are out in large numbers, making your experience less genuine.

What’s this city’s 
must-see?
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Where do you shop 
for fashion in town?

What Beijing souvenir or 
product do you recommend 
a traveler bring back home?

Best time to go?

Which restaurant do you 
choose when you want 
to impress your guest?

I don’t shop for fashion anymore. As a fashion designer, I make fashion. But I can still give 
recommendations as a fashion expert - for example AnyShop Style in Sanlitun Village and Galatea 
Wan in Yintai Center. Both of them sell Chinese independent designers’ latest collections.

Quirky accessories or vintage items from 
Panjiayuan market and Beijing style embroidery 
pieces, which you can find in Nanluoguxiang.

September. Autumn in Beijing 
is the most beautiful, without 
too much pollution. 

TRB (Temple Restaurant Beijing) is set within the walls of a 600-year-old temple 
complex hidden inside a traditional hutong. The fine dining restaurant is an intimate 
venue looking out to the courtyard. The complex also features a gallery that one can 
check for different exhibitions every so often. 

A new whisky bar, Ala House in Central Park, on Chaoyangmen Outer Street. 
It’s a stylish, charming lounge that wins out with an extensive, well-curated 
selection of whiskies and cocktails. 

What’s your 
latest great “find”

 in the city?

Photo by Wang Shengyi

2 4

Trave l  |  City Insider



Beijing is a modern international metropolis and at the same time, a world-famous ancient capital full of 
history and culture. In the city where East meets West, there are a few things worth mentioning…

C u i s i n e  w o r t h  t r y i n g D r i n k s  w o r t h  ta s t i n g

Things to
Eat  Drink   See&&

Wudaoying Hutong  
nicknamed 

“the Brooklyn of Beijing”, 
Wudaoying Hutong transformed 

at an astonishing rate into a major 
social hub of activity and is a new 

attraction to hutong lovers. 

It holds all kinds of Western 
comforts, from coffee to fast food, 
to slightly more fancy dining, and 

even a Greek restaurant. 

Though Wudaoying Hutong 
may not be as prestigious as 
Nanluoguxiang, you can find 

simplicity and tranquility without 
the daily deluge of shoppers 

and travelers.  
It’s a good idea to change the pace 
at Wudaoying Hutong after a long 

day of traipsing throughout 
Beijing sites.

p l a C e s  w o r t h  f i n D i n g

The  
Palace Museum,
also known as the 
Forbidden City, is a remarkable 
piece of ancient Chinese 
architecture. 
 
Nowadays, the “Palace Museum” 
also is the name of a cocktail. 
Attila Balint, the bartender 
at Atmosphere bar, got the 
inspiration from the Forbidden 
City to come up with creative 
cocktails with traditional Chinese 
style.

Atmosphere Bar is the highest 
bar in Beijing, situated on the 
80th floor of China World Tower. 
Atmosphere is the beacon of 
style for discerning types who 
appreciate the finer things in life 
while unwinding and relaxing.

address: 
80/F, China World Summit Wing,  
1 JianguomenwaiDajie
Chaoyang District.

opening hours: 
Monday to Friday 2p.m.-2a.m.,  
Saturday and Sunday 
noon-2a.m.
6505 2299 ext. 6433

                  The  
Georg may                                                              

be a nice choice to  
              enjoy Nordic sentiment in 

Beijing. Located on a bank of the 
Jade River, a canal with a history of 
more than 700 years, the restaurant 

perfectly blends design. Rather 
than a restaurant, it is more like an 

integrated lifestyle space with 
“the Living Room” set under an 

open space glass atrium and 
“the Gallery” showcasing 

Georg Jensen pieces.

As the first restaurant built 
by Georg Jensen, the famed Danish 

designer brand with a focus on 
silverware, the Georg offers unique 

experiences 
with elegant tableware.

Foods at the restaurant focus 
on quality, simplicity 

and respect for the craft,  
using Western techniques to 

interpret local ingredients 
and flavors. 

address:
NB1 Jade River, No. 45 Dong Bu 
YaQiaoHutong, Di An Men East 

Avenue, Dongcheng District.

opening hours: 
Tuesday to Sunday 

(Monday closed): 
Dinner: 6p.m.-10:30p.m.

Text   Wang Ruosi & Feng Shuangqing
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Colors in Rajasthan
riding on the Mysterious Land of

Jaisalmer boasts elaborately designed havelis 
standing in narrow lanes.
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Colors in Rajasthan
Riding on the Mysterious Land of

Text  & Photos  Yang Yang

City Palace, which lines the eastern shore of Lake 
Pichola.

The palace is the largest of its kind in Rajasthan. 
It is actually a complex of several palaces, built or 
added onto by 22 different maharajahs between 
the 16th and 20th centuries. The palace was 
wholly built from granite and marble, with a 
marvelous assortment of courtyards, pavilions, 
terraces, corridors and rooms with various towers, 
domes and arches.

Outside the City Palace, shops sell miniature 
paintings, wood carvings, jewelry and textiles, 
though most of them sell mass-produced tourist 
souvenirs. 

Don’t miss out on the Bagore-ki-Haveli, a 
gracious 19th century haveli (traditional mansion), 
set on the water’s edge. The interior is embellished 
with intricate and fine mirror work, giving an idea 
of the fortunes and influence of the Rajput clan.

Udaipur at dusk is one of the most enchanting 
and romantic places in the world. When the 
sun starts to set, imbuing the town and the lake 
in the last beams of warm, yellowish gold, it is 
recommended to set out on a boat ride from 
Rameshwar Ghat in the City Palace gardens. The 
views are simply breathtaking. 

From the middle of the lake, one has the best 
view of the palace and the local women washing 
clothes on the banks of the river.

Kumbhalgarh
After a two-night stay in Udaipur, I hired a local 

driver and embarked on a two-hour road trip to 
Kumbhalgarh, a place that lies amid a peaceful 
forest. Most tourists may miss out on this during 
their Indian journey but I was amazed by the 
beauty and serenity of the former fort. A few local 
families live within the fort.

R
ajasthan is a place of romantic stories of 
great warriors and tragedy, and the scenes 
of One Thousand and One Nights.

From the stunning forts and palaces 
to women in beautiful saris and men donning 
colorful turbans that I read about in literature and 
magazines, I dreamed about this mysterious land 
long before I actually set foot in it.

It’s said Rajasthan is the perfect place for 
any first-time visitor to India, as the region has 
maintained very well traditional Indian culture 

and lifestyle.
Before Rajasthan became part of India 
in 1949, it was a collection of 23 

warring princedoms ruled by Rajputs. 
Under Indira Gandhi the maharajas 
of Rajasthan lost such privileges in 
1969.

From the white city of Udaipur 
to the blue city of Jodhpur, this 
uniquely beautiful landscape has 
a unifying theme: striking and 
resplendent colors.

Udaipur
My trip started from the 

romantic city of Udaipur, where the 
filming of Octopussy took place. 
The romantic air of the decadent 
Lake Palace is even more enchanting 
in real life than as it was depicted in 
the 1983 James Bond classic.

Located in the hilly south of 
Rajasthan, Udaipur features green 
yet rugged hills, serene lakes 
and lush farmland. It is a city of 
cream, rose and soft yellow hues, 
dominated by the cupola-crowned 
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The imposing structure is encircled by a 
36-kilometer wall, making it the world’s second-
largest wall after the Great Wall of China. The 
walls are said to have held so many lamps that 
farmers were able to work day and night. It was 
also the most important Mewar fort and was 
used as a safe place to retreat when the clans were 
under attack.

However, the walls weren’t just built to protect 
people, it was built to protect their religion as 
well. About 360 temples are inside, an impressive 
accumulation of the Hindu faith. Some also belong 
to an ancient religion that predates Buddhism.

A short ride from Kumbhalargh lies the Jain 
temple complex of Ranakpur. Having visited 
so many esteemed and beautiful Asian temples, 
I dare say that this is the most jaw-dropping. 
Every centimeter of pillar, wall and ceiling was 
covered in exquisitely detailed carvings. The main 
Chaumukha Temple, built in the 15th century 
from milk white marble, is composed of 29 halls, 
80 domes and 1,444 intricately carved pillars. 

My next destination was the most colorful 
in the region – the northwestern desert city of 
Jodhpur. At the heart of the state, this fortified city 
is renowned for its dramatic sunsets, forts, temples 
and palaces. It’s dubbed “Sun City” for its year-
round bright, sunny skies but is also sometimes 
referred to as “blue city” for the blue painted 
houses that surround Mehrangarh Fort.

Jodhpur is hectic; the winding, medieval streets 
leading to the magnificent fort can be dusty and 
crowded, a real Indian world. Small bazaars and 
shops sell all sorts of daily necessities and cows 
freely roam the streets. Filmmaker Christopher 
Nolan knew what he was doing when he chose the 
captivating, vast fort as the prison scene for his 
final Batman film, The Dark Knight Rises. 

Jaisalmer
Only four hours by car from the blue 

city, Jaisalmer is another dessert citadel city 
representing the essence of Rajasthan. 

Close to Rajasthan’s border with Pakistan, 
Jaisalmer is called “the Golden City” for its amber-
hued sandstone palaces, havelis and temples. Many 
of them date back to medieval times. Jaisalmer 
dates back to the 12th century and was once a 
flourishing trade center for merchants traveling to 
and from Central Asia.

The Jaisalmer Fort, built in 1156, is a marvelous 
piece of architecture where some local families still 
reside inside. Passing the fort’s massive entrance 

A local Indian child smiles at 
tourists in Kumbhalgarh.
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gate, I walked along the narrow alleys leading 
to the outer walls, where a superb view over the 
entire city awaited.  

It’s a must to explore the desert land surrounding 
the old city on a camel safari. Tours can be 
arranged as short as half a day and as long as three 
days, which includes accommodations in tents. 

Amanbagh
We all know how challenging and stimulating a 

trip through most parts of India can be. To wrap 
up my intensive Rajasthan experience, I chose 
to spend a night at the Amanbagh resort in the 
Alwar region. This was a perfect way to “digest” 
what I had seen and how I ended this adventurous 
and colorful journey.

As the car rumbled towards Amanbagh from 
the capital of Rajasthan, Jaipur, the friendly pace 
of rural Rajasthan came into view: sandy plains 
interspersed with craggy hills, sari-clad village 
women working in the fields, men smoking 
pipes outside village houses and smiling children 
running past my window.

Amanbagh is a hidden gem in an oasis of 
verdant greenery that lies within a walled 
compound once used by the 19th century 
Maharajah Jai Singh of Alwar to site his mobile 
hunting camps when in search of the elusive tigers 
known to roam the nearby hills. The history of 
this area stretches back beyond 1500 BC.

Long since left to grow on their own, the 
trees and vegetation continue to thrive here, a 
stark contrast to the topography of the Alwar 
region. The villages and historical sites around 
Amanbagh remain untouched, a place few tourists 
visit, which guarantees a refreshing, hustle-free 
atmosphere.

Upon arrival, the mantra and the sacred thread 
will be tied on guests’ wrists to welcome them. 
Every guest is addressed by all the staff as Sahib 
(sir) and Sahiba (madam), with the first name 
being used rather than the surname, according to 
local tradition. 

The vastly opulent resort is very much a modern 
day “Mughal Palace” conceived in the present, but 
paying homage to the architecture and design of 
India’s golden age. The staff’s attitudes, traditions, 
and service stem from the age old traditions of 
North India.

High ceilings, rose-hued marble and graceful 

A beer-selling local rides the 
camel in the middle of Sam 
Sand Dunes, the desert sur-
rounding Jaisalmer.

Amanbagh is a hidden gem in an oasis 
of verdant greenery that lies within a 
walled compound once used by the 19th 
century Maharajah Jai Singh of Alwar.
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columns characterize the reception area, which 
embraces an inner courtyard. It leads to a raised 
terrace that overlooks a swimming pool and 
gardens. Offering cool respite from Rajasthan’s 
hotter weather, the 33-meter swimming pool is 
centered within the resort’s gardens. 

Food and beverage are a central part of the 
experience Amanbagh offers. From authentic 
Indian cuisine to the finest international fare, 
the restaurant on the ground floor of the main 
building provides patrons with a feast for all the 
senses.

The stay at Amanbagh is not complete without 
indulging in Ayurvedic treatments or taking part in 
a yoga session, an inseparable part of Indian life. 
The one-hour complimentary yoga class at 11 a.m. 
is designed to suit a beginner or intermediate yoga 
student.

Never worry about getting bored staying in such 
a tranquil destination resort. The resort has created 
a daily program of complimentary activities, as 
well as many other activities and visits to unusual 
places beyond the ancient walls. 

For example, the complimentary morning walks 
are a great way to discover the local village, meet 
the local people and observe traditional farming 
life, as well as learning about the flora and fauna 
native to this part of Rajasthan.

The daily walks are a maximum two hours and 
alternate between three different routes: the King’s 
Throne, the Ajabgarh Village and the Birkadi 
Hamlet. A walk in the Ajabgarh village provided 
insight into a typical, simple Indian village and you 
will see that the villagers are as fascinated by you 
as you are by them. Unlike most Southeast Asian 
countries where village people start to ask for 
money from foreign tourists, the villagers here are 
some of the most welcoming. You will encounter 
the most beautiful smiles and warm greetings from 
both men and women and many children. They 
love to ask you to take pictures of them while 
the genuine village life and the picturesque rural 
scenes are a photographer’s dream.

On the local roads you will even spot beautiful 
peacocks, monkeys, the occasional Sambhar deer 
and discover wild leopard footprints. Alternatively, 
one can also travel in the evening via open jeep 
or by camel cart. A stunning candlelit Rajasthani 
dinner under the stars with the backdrop of the 
Ajabgarh valley by night can be arranged.

An Indian family spend their good 
time in the old town of Jodhpur.
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The Vitality
o f 

QiPao

W
estern dresses are 
worn to mold 
people, but qipao 
is made of a very 

soft material which can perfectly 
magnify your beauty. Only when 
you become confident enough and 
have a rich inner world can you 
really display the charm qipao can 

bring to you,” says designer Guo 
Pei.

Over the past 100 years, the 
qipao has experienced various 
subtle changes and been graced 
with new fashion elements.
Yet it has always retained one 
characteristic: It reminds people of 
the unique beauty of Chinese women.
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100 Years of Fashion
A qipao dress made in the late 

1920s or early 1930s hanging in an 
exhibition hall still looks beautiful. 
Such beauty not only comes from 
its materials, such as the complex 
textures and patterns accenting it 
(made possible by using machine 
stamps or the jacquard technique), 
but also through various cutting 
techniques. 

Designer Guo Pei told me that in 
her experience of making costumes 
for the new version of the classic 
Chinese film Spring in a Small 
Town, was an opportunity for her to 
understand old-style qipao. 

“I thought that to wear qipao, 
one must have a perfect S-shaped 
body. A. Cheng, the scriptwriter of 
the new film told me that at that 
time women enjoyed two curves on 
qipao: one from neck to spine and 
the other from neck to shoulder. So 
when you take a look at how the 
stand-up collar and the shoulder of 
the early qipao were connected, you 
will naturally imagine the charm of 
women in the People’s Republic. 

Guo, said that she cannot make 
qipao in the earliest style because 
it has no shoulder seam and is one 
piece of cloth with a neckband in 
the middle to button it together.  
“We specifically bought seven sets 
of plain-colored or striped old-style 
qipao from the flea market to study 
how they were made and thanks 
to our efforts, we finally were able 
to create one that is completely the 

same,” Guo said. 
Guo did not come to understand 

what A. Cheng told her until 
she saw the heroine of Spring in 
a Small Town, Yu Wen, coming 
out of a decadent town at the 
beginning of the movie, wearing 
a white qipao, looking weary yet 
beautiful.

Affected by Western-style cutting 
techniques and modern aesthetic 
awareness, the qipao developed in 
the direction of being more close-
fitting, which may be related to the 
presence of Western underwear in 
the Chinese market. 

The length of the qipao is such 
an interesting thing that Cao Juren, 
the famous journalist and writer 
in the Republic of China, said that 
the history of the qipao is all about 
its length, which is basically similar 
to the statistical map of the stock 
exchange. 

In the 1920s, European and 
American clothing shared the same 
characteristic: skirts went to the 
knees, and the boundary of the 
coat and the skirt was below the 
waist. Affected by this, the hem of 
qipao kept rising and in the late 
1920s, it was at the knee. 

As of the 1930s, qipao hems 
started to get longer. This is 
perhaps because the women 
realized that the lines of the qipao 
can better display the beauty of 
Asian women if matched to the 
era’s popular silk stockings and 
high-heeled leather shoes. The slit 
hems in the qipao also made it 
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easier for a woman to walk while 
wearing the lovely dress.  As a 
result, the silk stockings became 
partly hidden and partly visible 
and the qipao allowed a rare form 
of sex appeal in the history of 
Chinese dresses for women.

In the 1940s, with the deepening 
of the War of Resistance against 

Japanese Aggression, life was 
unstable and the qipao 

found its hemlines 
rising. It was an era of 

economic recession 
and with a lack 
of materials, the 
cloth saved from 
excessive use in 
the production 
of the qipao 
could be used 
to make more 
clothes.

Few 
traditional 

garments 
can show an 

appropriate effect 
when combined with 

popular Western elements. 
Qipao is undoubtedly perfect 

in this aspect. Professor Bao 
Mingxin researches the history of 
clothing at Donghua University 
in Shanghai and said that in the 
1930s there was a genre that 

In the nearly 100 years of its 
history, the qipao developed its 
four characteristics: stand-up 
collars, knot buttons, slim waists 
and slits in the hem.

“It is not complete to measure 
the modern qipao works by these 
standards. But at least there are 
two points that can categorize 
it: it is a one-piece dress and is 
not divided into the upper part 
and the lower part; it has enough 
significant Chinese elements. For 
some types of qipao worn on fixed 
occasions, the pattern should be 
fixed to represent a tradition, so 
it can be a standard one with all 
the four elements. On the other 
hand, qipao can be combined with 
fashion elements for continued 
development in new directions 
as it has potential for that,” said 
Wu Haiyan, dean of the School 
of Design Art, China Academy of 
Fine Arts.

Chinese Women 
and Qipao

The qipao has never been limited 
to women. This is another reason 
why it is still popular. Xuan Yan, 
a researcher at the China Silk 
Museum, said that while women 
started to wear the qipao in the 

Westernized some parts of the 
qipao. 

“For example, decorations 
used in Western clothes are used 
in collars and sleeves, such as the 
lotus-leaf collar, the opening collar, 
Western-style lapels, and lotus-leaf 
sleeves and opening sleeves. Some 
hems were also decorated with 
lotus leaf edges and formed in an 
exaggerating way.

Combined together, qipao and 
Western integration can bring out 
the best characteristics of both. 
A widely-circulated 1933 group 
photo of George Bernard Shaw 
and the China League for Civil 
Rights taken shows Mrs. Song 
Qingling’s qipao covered with a 
double-breasted, knitted wool vest. 
Such a golden combination of the 
qipao and a vest was an outfit 
loved by intellectual women. 

“It was the fashion to wear a fur 
coat on top of a qipao in winter, 
with fur trim added to collars and 
sleeves. Even if ordinary people 
could not afford to wear fur, they 
could choose a plush coat instead,” 
Bao said. 

In the 1950s, the qipao gradually 
disappeared in the mainland, 
while overseas Chinese still wore 
it on solemn occasions, especially 
in foreign countries where it was 
combined with Western styles.
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a long-sleeve qipao made of 

printed silk fabric in           

1940 s
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an orange short-sleeve qipao 

made of silk fabric in

1930 s

a sleeveless qipao with lace and 

painting of flower in

1930 s
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early 1920s, the earliest was a 
masculine form of clothing that 
was like a long men’s shirt or a 
variation of it. Women started to 
wear the qipao in the 1920s as a 
way of expressing women’s rights. 

This also can be evidenced in 
Eileen Chang’s article, Geng Yi 
Ji: “After the unification of five 
nationalities, the women all over 
the country started to wear qipao. 
It is not to show loyalty to the 
Ming or the Qing dynasties or 
to advocate for the restoration 
movement, but instead to imitate 
men deliberately. In China, three 
strands of hair and two pieces of 
clothing have been a synonym 
for women. There are only subtle 
differences between one-piece 
dresses and two-piece dresses. 
But in 1920, women changed 
their minds easily. Influenced by 
Western culture and engrossed 
about equality between men and 
women, they found that the actual 
conditions around them were far 
from ideal. Indignant, they became 
repulsive to everything feminine. 
Therefore, qipao of the early 
period was orthodox, in the style 
of Puritans.”

Qipao also inherited the robe 
element in clothing, with a history 
of several thousand years in China. 

“The qipao we saw at the 
beginning of the exhibitionis 
characterized by wide flat styles, 
heavy fabrics, fine patterns, laces 
at the neckline, cuffs, hems and 
many rims, which are considered 
beautiful. Such clothing is similar 
to qipao with thin textures. But 
in fact, analyzed from the details 
of clothing, it is a far cry. Qipao 
has absorbed cutting methods 
from Western clothes and is, 
therefore, a combination of 
Oriental and Western dress 
cultures,” Xuan said. 

In 1929, the Nanjing 
National Government 
formulated clothing 
regulations, prescribing 
that women’s dresses 
should be divided into two 
categories: ao-qun and 
qipao. The name qipao 

was not used, but the clothing had 
the same characteristics: stand-
up collars, buttons on the right 
of the chest, a long sheath to the 
midpoint of the knee and ankle 
and the bottom of the trousers 
worn underneath, sleeves over the 
elbows and to the wrists, made 
using silk and cotton wool, blue 
colors and six buttons. It was then 
established as modern Chinese 
women’s “national dress”.  

In the golden age of qipao in the 
1930s and 1940s, almost every 
Chinese woman wore a qipao. 
The only difference was in fabric, 
texture, workmanship and dress 
style due to different identities. A 
rare piece of qipao was worn by 
upper-class women at that time, 
made of imported lace fabric 
with white flower patterns and 
a blue background and the same 
blue satin embroidered around. 
By contrast, qipao made of grid 
cloth and indanthrene cloth was 
favored mostly by female students 
or female clerks. And qipao made 
of homemade wool cloth, which 
was called “patriotic” cloth was 
common to ordinary women 
workers.

“I’ve seen an old photo with 
women workers dressed in cotton 
qipao, which are not close-fitting, 
with small slits, and long to the 
knees, which allowed them to 
move back and forth freely in 
front of machines while working,” 
Bao said.
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range of Euphrates poplars. In China, 
Euphrates poplars are mainly found in such 
areas as south Xinjiang, west Qaidam Basin 
and in the Hexi Corridor. Statistics indicate 
that the majority of this sub-species of poplars 
are in China; 89.1 percent grow in the Tarim 
River basin in Xinjiang. Out of the three 
largest poplar forests in the world, the largest 
is found along the Tarim River basin in the 
Bayingolin Mongol Autonomous Prefecture, as 
well as in the surrounding areas at the edge of 
the Taklimakan Desert in Xinjiang.  

A
“living fossil” is one way to 
describe Populus euphratica, 
commonly known as the 
Euphrates poplar. The perennial 
deciduous tree of the Salicaceae 

family is an ancient tree species that has existed 
on earth for more than 65 million years, since 
the Tertiary Period. 

Euphrates poplars mainly thrive in China, 
Iran, Iraq, Syria, Egypt and Afghanistan, 
among other countries. China is home to the 
largest number and the widest distribution 
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As a typical xero-mesophyte in desert 
areas, the tree can adapt to extremely dry 
climate conditions. It has a strong ability to 
adapt to dramatic temperature changes; loves 
light; is resistant to atmospheric drought, 
high temperatures, coldness, and can survive 
in saline or alkaline conditions. For these 
reasons and more it has been nicknamed “the 
hero tree.”

The Euphrates poplar is a dioecious plant, 
which means male and female flowers are 
produced on separate plants. Its height ranges 
from 15 to 30 meters. Saplings can grow from 
the roots, which extend downward dozens of 
meters to absorb minimal levels of moisture. 
The flowering season typically takes place in 
April, while the trees bear fruit between June 
and July. When its fruit ripens between August 
and September, they crack and then bear large 
quantities of white catkins (seeds). Once the 
seeds are freed into the air by the wind, they 
spread in every direction like dandelion seeds. 
When the seeds fall onto wet ground they can 
germinate in as few as three to five days.  

4 0
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With their strong vitality and unyielding 
bodies, Euphrates poplars protect the oasis 
from being hit by sandstorms and can form a 
magnificent green corridor. In fact, they helped 
to create civilization along the Silk Road. 
They play a vital role in stabilizing ecological 
balance in the desert’s river areas, protecting 
against the wind and fixing dunes, regulating 
the climate in the oasis as well as forming 
fertile forest soils.   

The Euphrates poplar represents a 
masterpiece of nature and a symbol of life. 
It can be compared to a real protector in the 
desert and a guardian of the oasis.   

The Euphrates poplar has long been 
recognized as a tree that can live for a 
thousand years. Even after it dies, it can 
still stand upright for a thousand years, and 
even after it falls, it stays intact for another 
thousand years. For as long as we know, it 
has protected the oasis from the wrath of 
sandstorms, protected the ecological conditions 
of the deserts and formed part of a green 
corridor that has existed up until today. In 
addition, it has helped maintain the “Silk 
Road,” which has historically linked the 
ancient civilizations of China, India, Persia and 
Greece, and has become a truly legendary tree.
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As a “living fossil” of ancient trees, the 
Euphrates poplar has witnessed what humans 
have done and experienced. I have taken these 
photos to portray these beautiful trees that 
create an impression of sadness and desolation. 
I am convinced that these photographic 
works bear witness to the life and essence 
of Euphrates poplars and they will continue 
to bear witness to the relationship between 
humans and nature for 100 years, or even 
1,000 years, from now. 
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and movement to his Brazilian 
heritage. He also credits his ability to 
translate these subjective ideas into 
his designs to his studies in London.

Since his first contact with 
jewelry, Jorge has been designing 
and working alongside craftsmen 
to achieve his final results. He 
still works with craftsmen in Sao 
Paolo, defying the norms with his 
unusually-cut stones and unexpected 
constructions.

Jorge’s new collection, Bloom, is 
composed of an array of vibrant 
colored pear-shaped gemstones, 
suspended by precious organic 
structures that gently embrace 
fingers, wrists and ear lobes. The 
pieces explore the ephemeral nature 
of flowers, capturing the moment 
when their beauty and exuberance is 
revealed.

Combining digital technology with 
traditional hand cutting and finishing 
techniques, the one-off Bloom pieces 
represent the highest level of jewelry 
making achieved to date by the New 
World jeweler. 

morpho-ringbromelia-earrings

F E R N A N d o  J o R g E

The young Brazilian designer 
is widely considered among the 
brightest emerging talents in the 
jewelry world, thanks to his sensual 
creations. Retailers and collectors 
around the world recognize his 
design prowess and impeccable 
craftsmanship.

His distinct approach in combining 
metals and stones also earned him a 
place on The Business of Fashion’s 
list of the 500 people shaping the 
global fashion industry.

Graduating with a master’s degree 
in jewelry design from Central St 
Martins School of Art and Design 
in London, the Sao Paolo-born 
designer is driven by a passion for 
craftsmanship and his Brazilian 
roots. 

He credits his approach to color 

N o o R  F A R E S

a neW GeneratIon of 
J E w E L R y  d E S i g N E R S  

are coMInG
text  Yang Yang
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“I was lucky to learn about 
different cultures from Lebanon, 
France and the United Kingdom. 
Those experiences have all 
contributed to the person I am 
today. In my work, there are 
references to the places I have 
visited, and places that influence my 
thinking,’’ Fares said.

Her latest collection, Akasha, 
draws inspiration from ancient 
diagrams. The infinite cycle of life 
and regeneration is illuminated 
within the designer’s latest 
collection. Akasha marks a 
journey for Fares, where new 
techniques are explored and 
incorporated into timeless pieces. 
The collection also features a 
wide range of bespoke hand-cut 
stones, which have been carefully 
crafted to duplicate planets and 
scared triangles.

orchidea-bracelet-lilac 

akasha

N o o R  F A R E S

Gone are the days when only fine jewelry like Cartier, Tiffany and Bulgari could steal a woman’s 
heart. An impressive new generation of jewelry designers is coming to the table, using both 
technical know-how and creativity to push boundaries and transcend established trends. 

Here are four jewelry brands worth keeping an eye on, all of which were recently introduced to 
the Chinese market. They might have different styles yet the makers all believe it is important 
to keep offering the best quality and at the same time remain relevant and creative.

The celebrity jewelry designer 
Noor Fares is one of the brightest 
young stars in the jewelry world 
today. 

The London-based Lebanese 
designer shifted her focus to jewelry 
making after she studied art history 
at Tufts University and launched 
her own eponymous label in 2009. 
She pursued post-graduate studies at 
Central Saint Martins School of Art 
and Design in London, where she 
received a master’s in fine jewelry. 

Fares’ passion for travel, art 
and culture is at the core of her 
jewelry designs. “I got inspired 
by architecture, sacred geometry, 
minerals and amulets across 
cultures,’’ she said.

Fares strives to create pieces that 
are timeless and innovative, and at 
the same time pieces that are imbued 
with a strong narrative. She usually 
does a lot of visual research and 
puts a lot of thought into the design 
process. 
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w o u T E R S  &  H E N d R i x

Nature is another value that 
defines the brand. They also try to 
work with contrasts. 

“We try combining different 
materials and shapes. It’s fun to put 
together two extremes, establishing a 
tension between them and creating a 
new story,” Wouters said.

Their work is a combination of 
the two of them. When a collection 
is finished, there is no way of 
telling which piece is Wouter’s 
and which one is from Hendrix. 
The duo loves to surprise each 
other with adventurous ideas, 
while constantly integrating old 
techniques to design unique items. 
They work with ateliers that 
specialize in specific techniques and 
produce their jewels using the best 
materials and gemstones. They work 
with goldsmiths in their studio in 
Antwerp to develop and complete 
each piece by hand.

Craftsmanship and handmade 
pieces are central to their collections. 
Quality is their highest priority.

Katrin Wouters and Karen 
Hendrix were drawn to each other 
by the strength of their respective 
work, so they started working 
together after graduation from 
the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in 
Antwerp in 1985.

Their goal was to fill the gap 
between classical jewelry and the 
cheap supermarket kind of jewelry 
at the time. “We aim to occupy the 
niche between innovative jewelry 
design and classic craftsmanship, 
and putting soul into soulless matter 
remains the ultimate challenge,” 
Wouters said.

The connecting threads among 
every collection are five themes the 
duo comes back to again and again: 
surrealism, humor, romance, nature 
and contrasts.
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c a r o l i n a  b u c c i

Born into a family of jewelers 
in Florence, it’s just destiny that 
Carolina Bucci wanted to be a 
jewelry designer from an early age.

It was a natural process for her - 
she has always designed jewelry she 
wanted to wear.

Bucci studied fine arts and jewelry 
design in New York. Returning 
to Florence after her studies, she 
worked alongside local goldsmiths 
to create her first collection, Woven.

The collection has become 
her trademark. The pieces are 
woven on a loom that was used 
to weave Florentine textiles in the 
Renaissance period and the loom 
was modernized to accommodate 
gold threads and chains.

Silk is one of the designer’s 
favorite fabrics, and one she turns to 
again and again in the designs. She 
always uses silk to represent gold in 
her pieces and now she’s even using 
gold to make it feel like silk. 

Family and tradition is surely 
in Bucci’s heart. She celebrated 
her family heritage in her 1885 
collection, which she created to 
mark the 125th year of the family 
business. A part of the collection 
includes links that represent the rollo 
chains her great grandfather used to 

make, and this is how Bucci jewelry 
started.

The designer continues to explore 
new methods in her craft, creating 
pieces that combine the traditions 
of Florentine artisanship with a 
distinctly hip and modern sensibility.

Bucci has been named multiple 
times on Vanity Fair’s annual “power 
player” list for the jewelry industry 
and a selection of her designs is 
showcased in the permanent jewelry 
collection of the Palazzo Pitti 
Museum in Florence.

florentine

kaleidoscope 
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    From France 
to China

A Photographer ’s Pi lgr im for Power

text   Ruan Fan
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f
rench President François 
Hollande probably never 
thought he would have 
to climb all the way to 
the top of an old building 

in Paris just to get one picture for a 
one-hour photo shoot.

And he probably didn’t expect 
that in the presence of his two 
bodyguards, he would be cuddled 
and at times, ordered to pose as told.

But that’s how it went when 
he accepted the invitation to 
have his photo taken by French 
photographer Olivier Roller, under 
whose project, Figure of Power, 
the president is only “François 
représentant” (Representative 
François). 

The project, which features dozens 
of important figures, including 
politicians, financiers, media moguls 
and diplomats, confronts the 
audience with the question of what 
is power and how does one think 
about it.

Roller once described his job as 
“besieging a fortress and finally 
conquering it”. Yet, he said those 
who are powerful are not the most 
difficult to conquer.

In 2013, the Louvre in Paris 
commissioned Roller to take a set of 
portraits of the museum’s statues of 
Roman emperors and Greek gods.

He felt pressured at the beginning, 
given the many existing good 
photos. While contemplating the 
task he realized that the goal of 
producing pictures in a way that 
results in something more than 
good looking shots was even more 
daunting.

To make it happen, Roller said 
he spent months with the statues to 
figure out how to make them really 
“come alive”.

“Sometimes my assistant told me 
that I must have been crying next 
to the statue, and would say: ‘Open 
your eyes, please open your eyes!’”

In those pictures, Roller captured 
what is covered under the name of 
power, be it the hollow, dreadful eyes 

of Mors, the Roman personification 
of death, the feminine face of first 
Roman Emperor Gaius Octavius 
Augustus or the red alluring lips of 
Eros, the Greek god of love.

Roller said that by spending time 
communicating with the statues, 
he felt he had communicated with 
a real person in front of him, and 
that’s how it was possible for him to 
make the pictures.

In fact, Roller said his passion for 
shooting statues was so ignited by 
this project that he started to look 
into the ancient civilizations that 
existed at the same time the statues 
were sculpted. 

So he fixed his eyes on China and 
compared two world powers from 
over 2,000 years ago: the Roman 
Empire (27 BC-476 AD) and the 
Qin Dynasty (221-207 BC).

“I simply imagined during that 
time, there were only two muscles in 
the world, and furthermore that they 
did not have any communication, 
yet now I am putting them into 

communication through the work of 
this exhibition. It’s cool,” he said.

So time and time again, he spent 
hours alone in the museum with the 
statues, adjusting lights and trying 
all possible angles until he could not 
make any other changes.

“You know if you move one 
centimeter, the shadow is not the 
same and the face is not the same,” 
Roller said. 

He finally managed to get a 
few satisfying pictures of the two 
warriors - from over 200 photos out 
of the day’s 10-hour shoot.

A few months of work finally 
came into being - the Tears of the 
Earth, now on display in Beijing and 
Changsha.

“The shooting experience 
reinforced the idea of how we 
should deal with our faces and our 
skin, as time leaves marks on them,” 
Roller said, adding that shooting the 
photos is rewarding.  

“You know people usually find 
these pictures of the statues amazing, 

terracotta Warriors
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with the stains or the scars. So if you 
like this kind of picture, you should 
also love the marks on your skin; 
you should know that curves are 
also beautiful,” he said.

And now, he is more confident in 
the way he sees and addresses power 
“No matter how people adore or 
praise power, I always try to play it 
down.”

In mid-May, Roller had a short 
meeting with Apple CEO Tim Cook, 
who paid a visit to one of his power 
exhibitions at Temple Restaurant in 
Beijing during a lunch break.

Roller gave Cook a short tour of 
the exhibition, and told him that he 
could also be part of the exhibition, 
but that he would not be identified 
as Tim Cook, but as “Cook tech-
power, perhaps.”

He also showed Cook his phone 
– not Apple of course, but rather an 
LG. Cook laughed.

“The problem with these people 
is that they are too powerful, and 
that people around them are so 
‘simpatique’ with them, merely 
saying flattering things to them. 
But what they say is not always 
real, even though you may be an 
important person,” Roller added.

“I have to see them nude – 
intellectually – if I want to make a 
good picture, so I always work in 
my way to make that happen.”

When asked why he is so obsessed 
with power, Roller said, “I don’t 
know, maybe it’s because my father 
left me when I was six months old, 
so I’m looking for a father in my 
work. I confront my past through 
people of authority.”

Now it’s almost 28 years after 
Roller created his first portrait 
of “fatherly authority,” using his 
grandfather as the model. He said 
he is not sure when and where his 
journey to illustrate power will come 
to an end, but he surely has gone far 
beyond the clichés of portraiture: 
Stand up straight, smile and be 
beautiful!

a statue 
of the first 
roman em-
peror, Gaius 
octavius 
augustus.

a statue of 
the roman 
emperor 
Lucius Verus.

olivier roller
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Finnair Keeps Pace with Time

W
hich airline can offer the shortest 
flight between Europe and Asia? 
If you look at the earth as a globe, 
you will get the answer: Finnair.

“We are ideally located on a straight line from 
Finland to most air harbors of Europe; that, of 
course, means the shortest travelling time for 
passengers and I believe the shortest travelling 
time is also the most comfortable option for most 
people. We can offer transfers from long-distance 
flights to connecting flights in Europe as short 
as 35 minutes,” says Pekka Vauramo, CEO of 
Finnair.

For Chinese passengers and aviation enthusiasts, 
this airline should be quite familiar. From the end 
of 2015 to 2016, Finnair is bringing its beautiful 
“F” logo, the northern lights, the story of Santa 
Claus and the most advanced Airbus aircraft, the 
A350, to Chinese passengers. 

Just two months earlier, Finnair was named 
Northern Europe’s Best Airline at the prestigious 
SKYTRAX World Airline Awards 2016, the 
seventh continuous year that Finnair won this 
award. 

“China is a very key market for Finnair. We 
operate out of Helsinki. It is ideally located 
between central Europe and Northeast Asia. 
Therefore, we want to bring some new travel 
experiences for Chinese passengers and show that 
we put our latest equipment onto our key routes 
here in China,” Vauramo told Sky Times.

Joining Finnair in 2013, Vauramo is dedicated 
to leading Finnair to build its A350 era jets. Last 

year, Finnair became the first airline to operate the 
fantastic A350 into China in Shanghai, followed by 
Beijing and Hong Kong. The new A350 also helped 
Finnair embrace its outstanding achievements. 
Finnair carried a record number of passengers in 
2015: more than 10.3 million, along with well over 
100 million kilograms of cargo. Finnair’s revenues 
grew by 1.7 percent during the year (2.32 million 
euros). 

Aviation accounts for almost 4 percent of the 
Finland’s GDP, and according to an analysis 
conducted in the autumn of 2014 by ETLA, the 
Research Institute of the Finnish Economy, Finnair 
is the 10th most significant company for the Finnish 
economy. In addition, Vauramo remains committed 
to Finnair’s products and service variety. 

Last spring, Finnair cooperated with a Chinese 
chef Steven Liu for the first time on the Business 
Class signature menu. For a greater travel 
experience, Finnair launched the Stopover Finland 
project to provide a quicker and easier way for 
travelers to schedule their stopovers in Finland and 
to be able to discover two destinations during a 
single trip. For greater passenger enjoyment and 
connectivity, 
based on the 
smooth 
wireless 
services 
of A350 

Text   Cao Shenshen
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aircrafts, Finnair will begin installing 
Wi-Fi on its long-haul A330 aircraft in 
October; and the entire 
fleet is expected to 
be Wi-Fi equipped by 
May 2017.

While talking about himself, 
Vauramo would like to introduce 
humorously with studied aviation by 
travelling, almost all of his working life 
extensively as a mining engineer. He 
joined Finnair from Cargotec, a Finnish 
cargo and load handling company, 
where he held different management 
positions between 2007 and 2013. 
Before his transfer to Finnair, Vauramo 
was based in Hong Kong since 2010 as 
COO of the MacGregor Business Area. 
Early on, between 1985 and 2007, he 
worked at Sandvik, a Swedish mining 
and construction company.

In 1985, when Vauramo first came 
to China, that experience made a deep 
impression. Since there was no direct 
route from Western Europe to China, 
he had to fly to Beijing via London, 
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Paris, Hong Kong or other cities and with 
several stop overs. The trip took one or 
two days. Yet everything changed just 
three years later, when Finnair started 
its first direct route to Beijing in June 
1988, building a bridge for travelers and 
businessmen from these two countries. 
By then, Finnair became the first Western 
European airline that operated a non-stop 
flight to China. During the past summer, 
the airline launched a new direct route 
to Guangzhou, and now, Finnair has six 
routes from Finland’s capital, Helsinki, 
to Beijing, Shanghai, Chongqing, Xi’an, 
Hong Kong and Guangzhou. This autumn, 
Sky Times brings you an interview with 
Finnair’s CEO Pekka Vauramo.
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ST: Which 
Chinese 

city is your 
favorite?

ST: 
Do you like 

Chinese dishes? 
Which one is 
your favorite?

PV: There are so many 
famous places in China. I 

might start from the fact that I’ve 
lived eight years in Hong Kong. And 

of course I have a lot of memories from 
Hong Kong. First I was there between 1989 
and 1993, then I moved back to Hong Kong 

in 2010, and I was there for three years. Earlier 
on I spent a lot of time in Beijing. That was in 
the early 1990s. Then in 2010 I spent a lot of 
time in Shanghai. I’ve travelled many times 
to Jinan as well. There are so many great 

places in China that I don’t really want 
to put any places in front of the 

other ones. 

PV. My favorite 
Chinese dish is Dan 

Dan Mian (Sichuan spicy 
noodles). It’s very hot and 

spicy. It’s a very simple 
meal, but I enjoy it so 

much. 

Sky Times: As your strategy says, by 
2020, the size of business 

in Asia will be doubled. Since you have strategy in mind, 
what experience, especially Nordic experience, are you going 
to bring to Asian customers, especially Chinese customers?

Pekka Vauramo: You get 
a Nordic 

experience when you enter our planes. You will see 
very light colors out there. Lights on the ceiling that can 
mimic the northern lights. On the service side, you will 
see traditional Finnish things on the menu. There is also 
always a Chinese option available on the menu. Finland is 
a destination for transfer stops, and without any additional 
airfare you can stay in Finland for a while. Spend a day in 
Helsinki or spend a couple of days travelling and seeing 
Lapland and Santa Claus.

ST: Finnair bought about 19 A350s. Do you plan to add 
some orders in the future?

PV: It’s a big order, and it means for us that we will start 
to grow again. We haven’t grown at all for several years. 
Now, along with the delivery of bigger aircraft, it also 
means we are also increasing the number of wide-bodies 
in our fleet. We will have 19 new aircraft until 2023.  For us 
it’s a lot.

ST: What’s the goal of Finnair in the Chinese market? How 
will you achieve the goal? What kind of enhancements will be 
brought by A350s joining your fleet?

PV: We are aiming to have considerable growth in 
Greater China. We believe there are still more destinations 
that we should fly to. So starting from 2016 we have a total 
of six destinations in Greater China. And we hope to fly to 
more Chinese cities in the near future. The six new A350 
aircrafts we received have truly transformed the onboard 
experience for our customers and the feedback received 
so far has been excellent. A350s have enabled our new 
service concepts and offered unparalleled passenger 
comfort due to a spacious cabin with award-winning 
Nordic design, lower noise levels, fresher air, on-board 
Wi-Fi and a top of the range IFE system.

ST: For China’s routes, what products and services will you 
launch to meet the needs of Chinese tourists?

PV: We’ve been investing a lot of effort to try and find 
the right meals. We have improved Chinese meal options 
in economy class so you can always have more Chinese 
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options and just as in the business class, we are trying to 
introduce more Chinese elements to economy class. 

Chinese consumers are very important for us and we 
need to find a way to offer them the right kind of meals. 
We know that Chinese passengers want to try Nordic 
cuisine but they also want to have Chinese options. So we 
try to offer both. 

Nowadays, we have Chinese cabin crew members 
onboard the majority of flights to and from China. Once 
Chinese passengers land at the Helsinki Airport, they 
can find that there is Chinese signage in the terminals as 
well as Chinese-speaking guides available for assistance. 
Finland and Helsinki are increasingly becoming a top 
attraction for Chinese tourists. According to Statistics 
Finland, the number of tourist from Asia and China has 
risen significantly in the last few years. For example, 
overnight stays in Finland by Chinese visitors increased 
most during the January to May 2016 period, with a 30.7 
percent increase compared to the same period 12 months 
earlier.

ST: What is the fleet composition of Finnair at present, 
and what is the major model? How about the market 
performance?

PV: Most of our aircraft are Airbuses. All of our wide-
body aircrafts (we have 18 of them at the moment) are 
Airbuses. Currently we operate Airbus 330s, Airbus 340s 
and Airbus 350s. We are in the process of phasing out 
our Airbus 340 fleet with the delivery of Airbus 350s. We 
have the Airbus 32S. And we have a small fleet of ATR 
turboprop jets for domestic traffic and traffic between 
Finland and neighboring countries. The fleet has about 72 
aircraft all together. 

ST: What is the carrier that has the most advantages in 
terms of the air routes starting from China?

PV: Finnair has grown bigger in China. We have a six 
percent market share of all traffic between China and 
Europe. So we are one of the biggest European airlines 
between China and Europe. We plan to maintain our 
position and respect all of the competitors, but we 
believe that we have very good flight services from six 
China destinations, with over sixty destinations in Europe 
through Helsinki.

ST: In 
your spare 

time, what kind of 
activities do you like 

to conduct to get 
relaxed and do a 

better job?
PV: My principle is that 

I try to reserve the weekend 
for myself. In Finland, it depends 

on the time of the year because we 
have four seasons. Summertime activities 

are totally different from wintertime activities. 
In summer, many Finns do have a summer 

house by the lake or by the water. I go to my 
summer house, that’s what I like to do. I have 
a boat to commute because it’s on an island. 

Wintertime is a little bit different. I like 
sports activities. I like to go to the gym 

during the week as well. Sometimes 
in the winter I like to ski, but it 

varies.
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Anna Fendi’s
Creative Playground in Rome

A
nna Fendi is a 
study in high class: 
She is affectionate, 
intelligent and 

thoughtful and she is on top of 
everything. With a seemingly 
endless creativity and big 
visions, she continues to work 
as passionately as when she 
started in the industry 66 
years ago.

In Rome’s Quartiere Prati 
della Vittoria is the 83-year-
old acquired and restored Villa 
Laetitia, where Anna Fendi is 
engaged in the latest project 
that honors the past while 
looking to the future.

The Art Nouveau mansion 
designed by architect Armando 
Brasini in 1911 is surrounded 
by tranquil gardens and, after 
painstaking renovations, is now 
a cozy, modern residenza that 
celebrates Roman heritage with 
touches of Italian modern art.

Dressed head to toe in black 
with a leather jacket and silver 
jewelry, Anna greeted me at the 
Ristorante Enoteca la Torre, the 
one Michelin star restaurant at 
Villa Laetitia.

Her subtle personal style 
perfectly defines Italian 
elegance that is “in the details, 
not in one’s face.”

As we begin our delightful 
cuisine journey created by 
Chef Domenico Stile from 
Campania, Anna Fendi spoke 
about the Fendi fashion 
empire and other things close 
to her heart.

Text   Yang Yang
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“ 

“Fashion 
is beauty and Rome is the most 
beautiful city in the world.

“We selected Karl Lagerfeld 
as our creative director in 
charge of fur and women’s 
ready-to-wear because he was 
well cultured and had a clear 
vision.”

Post Acquisition 
Period

After Fendi was acquired by the 
luxury goods conglomerate LVMH 
in 2001, Anna Fendi’s daughter, 
Silvia Venturini Fendi, was the 
only family member still working 
at Fendi, as the creative director 
of accessories, menswear and 
children’s wear.

But the international brand’s 
roots go back to Anna Fendi’s 
parents, Adele and Edoardo, 
who opened an elegant leather 
accessories boutique with a small 
fur laboratory in 1925 on Via del 
Plebiscito in Rome. She started 
working at the family workshop at 
age 17 alongside her sisters, Paola, 
Carla, Franca and Alda, and in this 

way learned the family business.
Anna, the second-eldest sister, 

has always worked on the creative 
side as director of design. Having 
worked side by side with Karl 
Lagerfeld, she has been in charge 
of development of all Fendi 
collections and of the multiple 
licenses linked to the brand.

But all the sisters, she said, were 
irreplaceable to the business. “We 
were all united like the five fingers 
of a hand. Each of us was very 
different but we complemented 
each other and saw problems from 
different angles.”

In true Italian style, decisions 
were made inside the family.

In the 1960s, the family business 
was looking for a designer, and 
found the perfect match: Karl 
Lagerfeld. Lagerfeld made wearing 

fur modern and fun.
“We selected Karl Lagerfeld as 

our creative director in charge of 
fur and women’s ready-to-wear 
because he was well cultured and 
had a clear vision.”

In the 1970s, Fendi was hugely 
successful in the Japanese market 
before conquering America 
with the 1976 opening of a 
Fendi shop at the Bergdorf & 
Goodman Department Store in 
New York City. For the family, 
it was challenging to stay true to 
their legacy and simultaneously 
make way for a new era. When 
the option of selling the company 
to LVMH was brought up, Anna 
Fendi and other family members 
didn’t agree. But with all the 
sisters’ children and grandchildren, 
Fendi had grown into a huge clan, 
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and Anna was overruled.
The acquisition took a long time 

but in 2001, LVMH took over the 
shares that had remained with Fendi 
family members.

“When I look back, we made 
the right decision,” Anna said. “We 
couldn’t do it on our own and LVMH 
is doing a fantastic job at giving 
Fendi a global dimension. I’m more 
than proud to see that Fendi has 
become such an international brand. 
My parents would be so surprised 
to see us from a small workshop 
reaching out to the world.”

Anna said that three elements 
contributed to the success of 
fashion: mythology, creativity and 
productivity. “And LVMH has the 
right know-how of expansion and 
product development.”

Rome is still the place where the 

corporation’s heart is. The fashion 
house is the generous benefactor 
of the Trevi Fountain’s ambitious 
restoration and a palace that 
originally belonged to the Ludovisi 
Boncompagni family in central 
Rome is now Fendi’s seven-floor 
headquarters, just down the street 
from the Spanish Steps. Anna 
Fendi was also the one who made 
an important decision: buying the 
luxurious palazzo.

To Anna, it is a privilege to live in 
Rome. 

“A huge privilege. Fashion is beauty 
and Rome is the most beautiful city in 
the world,” she said.

After the completion of the fusion 
with LVMH, Anna Fendi left the 
creative department and instead 
directed Fendi Casa for another eight 
years.

6 3



“Luxury is lifestyle. I didn’t have the 
‘luxury’ in the past to spend time with 
my family and host my guests with my 
lifestyle philosophy during the crazy years 
while working intensively at Fendi. I 
missed it a lot in the past but luckily I can 
now welcome my friends and clients from 
around the world at Villa Laetitia, which 
gives me a true feeling of being at home.”
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Villa Laetitia
Now, instead of enjoying retirement, she has 

started a new entrepreneurial journey.
Villa Laetitia, where we met for lunch, is her 

first residenza concept and is now considered 
one of the most romantic residenzas in Rome. 
The style aligns with Anna’s vision of creating an 
atmosphere with sophistication and unexpected 
beauty.

It took her several years to restore the 
dilapidated villa with its frescoes, marbles, 
stuccos, intricate wrought iron balustrades and 
fuse it with period furniture, contemporary art 
and artistic home-ware. The construction site 
became Anna’s creative playground.

Her coming across the villa was serendipity. 
Anna said she went to see the building with her 
friend just for fun, but when she saw the villa, 
she immediately fell in love with it. “As soon as I 
walked into this villa, I fell in love and decided to 
purchase it immediately,” she said.

The romantic feel and the 20th century Roman 
architecture captivated her. “The place also 
reminded me of the Luchino Visconti movies,” 
she said.

Anna kept the name “Laetitia” — the name 
of the villa’s previous owner — and restored all 
the historic elements to bring back its original 
splendor.

“Luxury is lifestyle. I didn’t have the ‘luxury’ in 
the past to spend time with my family and host 
my guests with my lifestyle philosophy during the 
crazy years while working intensively at Fendi. I 
missed it a lot in the past but luckily I can now 
welcome my friends and clients from around the 
world at Villa Laetitia, which gives me a true 
feeling of being at home.”

For each room, Anna, chose a particular theme 
and gave it a “one-of-a-kind” interior style 
consistent with Anna’s spirit.

To give it a residential vibe, the residenza relies 
on a small number of attentive staff. Visitors 
from across the world come back to Villa Laetitia 
because of its fine taste and timeless charm, the 
“secret” location, and the high attention to details.

                      As soon 
as I walked into this villa,  

I fell in love and decided to 
purchase it immediately.
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When asked about her 
opinions of China, she held my 
hands and told me: “Chinese 
food is my second favorite just 
right after Italian cuisine.”

Ponza Residence 
and Other 
Activities

On Ponza, an island south 
of Rome, Anna has opened 
the enchanting Residenza Villa 
Laetitia. With great respect for its 
Pontine traditions, she completely 
renovated the house and turned 
it into a charming six-room 
guesthouse overlooking the entire 
port of Ponza. On the same island, 
Anna purchased three homes as 
gifts for each of her daughters, 
each designed to suit their different 
characters.

Anna continues to search for 
true beauty and created the AFV 
lifestyle collection, for which she 
employs the best artisans who are 
willing to experiment. Like the 
original Fendi brand, AFV’s secret 
is its unparalleled craftsmanship.

Anna has used her creativity 
to create table art, from a line 
of Anna Fendi wines to assorted 
tableware in evocative colors 
crafted from Murano glass. She 
even created the tableware for a 
wedding in Japan.

When asked about her opinions 
of China, she held my hands and 
told me: “Chinese food is my 
second favorite just right after 
Italian cuisine.”

During my stay, Anna was a 
perfect host, making me feel like 
a guest of honor every step of the 
way. At Villa Laetitia, I truly came 
to understand the meaning behind 
“la dolce vita.”

I’m not sure what’s next for 
her— she loves surprising people 
— but I wouldn’t be surprised 
if I see her and Villa Laetitia on 
WeChat moments more often.
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Hutongsartistic spaces in the

text   Wang Ruosi

A hutong – a narrow street or alley - is an icon of old Beijing, and also a hotspot for popular 
restaurants, coffee shops, bars and creativity shops. In recent years, independent art spaces 
have been mushrooming in the capital’s hutongs. Apart from independent art galleries, 
the presence of theaters and commercial art galleries, as well as independent art spaces, 
hutongs are bringing fresh energy and diversity to Beijing’s cultural atmosphere. For those 
who wish to understand “real Beijing life” and experience the real attractiveness of this 
cultural city, hutongs are a must-see.
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Hutongs AOTU Studio

AOTU Studio is an art space/hair salon 
combined with a bar and a rooftop terrace. 
Located along a small hutong alley in the center 
of Beijing, it is a platform for interdisciplinary 
projects, emerging artists and international 
collaborations. The philosophy of the studio is 
to be a multifunctional space for exhibitions, 
conferences, screenings, workshops, 
experimental music concert, meetings, and 
presentations. On top of that, AOTU also 
has a beautiful rooftop overviewing the well-
preserved Beijing ancient residences where you 
can enjoy homemade Italian food with classic 
Italian beverages to find new inspiration.

The location, as well as the architecture, 
manifests the goal of producing a platform for 
daily life that is spiced up by contemporary art 
and cosmopolitan hair styling. The building 
itself was designed by architect Liu Chang. 
The space has big windows that connect it to 
the vibrant street life just outside and invites 
passerbys to stop by for a cup of coffee or a 
glass of wine.

Opening hours: 10am-10pm 
Tel: +86 10 8408 4189
Address: 67 Beixinqiao toutiao,  dongcheng, Beijing

Photos by aotU studio 
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Jiali Private Gallery

“Jiali” meaning “at home” in Chinese, is a 
contemporary art gallery founded in Beijing 
by Daphne Mallet. It gives exposure to young 
artists, both Chinese and international, in a 
private home. This setting allows the visitor to 
contemplate the artists’ work in a more intimate 
fashion and fosters a convivial atmosphere 
between artists and art lovers. Situated in a 
hutong, the Jiali gallery brings art into the heart 
of the city and closer to its people.

Opening hours: 
Every Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
or by appointment
Tel: +86 10 8402 5613
Mobile: +86 138 1022 9370
Address: 
Jiali Gallery | 4 Beijixiang hutong, Dongcheng, Beijing
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Photos by Jiali
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Arrow Factory

“It’s HUGE.” - Doryun Chong, Associate 
Curator, Museum of Modern Art, New York 

Arrow Factory is an independently run, 
alternative art space in Beijing that is in a small 
hutong in the city center. It reclaims an existing 
storefront and transforms it into a space for 
site-specific installations and projects that are 
designed to be viewed from the street 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week. 

Founded in 2008, Arrow Factory was 
initiated as a response to the reality that 
contemporary art in Beijing has been largely 
defined by its commercial nature and increasing 
confinement to purpose-built art districts in the 
remote outskirts of the city. 

Arrow Factory’s mission is to provide an 
alternative: a different context in which artists 
can experiment with pushing the relationships 
that radiate outwards from the levels of the 
individual, the neighborhood, the urban and 
the region, to finally, the global.

Address: 38 Jianchang Hutong (off Guozijian Jie), Beijing
Website: www.arrowfactory.org.cn

Photos by arrow factory
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Penghao Theatre

Penghao Theatre is Beijing's first playhouse 
both for and by the people. Established in 
a renovated traditional Chinese courtyard, 
it can hold as much as 100 people to watch 
performances.

Since its establishment in 2008, Penghao 
theatre presents around 300 performances, 
salons, script readings and lectures, as well 
as around 100 non-profit cultural activities 
every year. So far, it has already presented 
more than 2,500 performances and activities. 

Opening hours: 10am-10pm 
Tel: +86 10 6400 6472 
Address: no.35 dongjinhua Hutong, nanda 
street, Jiaodaokou, dongcheng district, Beijing 

It also engineers and organizes two or three 
influential professional theatre festivals or 
forums every year.

Its independent-produced repertoire 
includes: “The Facial Mould of a Maid by the 
Seine” (drama), “The Story of Luoguxiang” 
(drama), “I Am a Seagull” (drama), etc. 

Penghao Theatre is an international 
play house. It also organizes and hosts the 
famous Beijng Nanluoguxiang Theatre 
Festival every year.

Photos by Penghao theatre
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5Best Street Foods 
to Try in China

The

Text   Cao Shenshen

S
treet food in China is a way of life. It never 
fails that vendors will be out on the street both 
day and night trying to feed people passing by. 
In fact, street food is especially common in the 

evenings as people stumble home from the bars, looking 
for a way to sober up. Also, most Chinese cities will 
have specific “street food streets”, that are famous for 
gathering vendors, intriguing options and some seating 
in one area. If you are planning to travel to China and 
are brave enough to hit the streets and taste the food, 
here are the top 5 things you should try.

Stuffed buns are like a go-to snack for tourists and locals around 
the country. They can be seen all over the streets and are actually more 
popular during the day and even during breakfast hour. The outside 
of the bun is soft and starchy dough and the filling is typically a 
mixture of beef, pork and vegetables like chives. They 
can often be spicy or even filled with tofu while other 
times they can be sweet, with fillings such as mashed 
taro, sesame seed paste or red bean paste. They 
are usually cooked using a steaming process that 
involves large woven baskets.

These fruit skewers are a favorite for children and 
anyone who has a sweet tooth. The summer months are 
the time when they are usually out on the streets but you 
can find them in the winter, too. Hawthorne, a sweet 
and sour crab apple, is the usual fruit used but you can 
also find strawberries and kiwi. Sugar is melted then 
caramelized and while it is still hot and fresh, the fruit 
is then dipped into it and pulled back out for serving. 

Stuffed Buns

Candied Fruit Skewers
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Street BBQ is usually a favorite for the late night crowd or 
those who want a snack after leaving a bar. The entire process 
can be fun, as food carts will have a table filled with various 

skewered items. Those interested in the snack can choose 
from meats, seafood, whole squid and fish and a variety of 

vegetables ranging from mushrooms, eggplant and greens 
to cucumber, thinly sliced potatoes and cauliflower. Items 

are put on the BBQ and then seasoned with garlic, 
Szechuan pepper, star Anise, fennel and cloves.

These intriguing dumplings can be found in 
street markets all over China but the most ideal 
place to find them is in Shanghai. They look 
similar to stuffed buns but this dumpling/bun 
hybrid is actually filled with hot soup made from 
either beef or pork. The best way to eat them is to 
stick a straw through the top, suck out the soup 
and eat the fluffy bun at the end.

Well, it doesn't really sound too appetizing but Stinky Tofu 
is extremely popular with Chinese. It can usually be smelled 
before it is seen and is typically a 
staple at street markets all over China. 
Essentially fermented tofu, it's made 
with brine prepared from vegetables, 
milk and meat and left to sit for 
several months before it is used to alter 
the soy protein. It can be eaten stewed, 
steamed or cold but is commonly deep 
fried, and this is the method most 
typically used when it is prepared 
within street markets.

Stinky Tofu

Soup Dumplings

BBQ Skewers
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gucci

Fendi

gucci

prada

dolce & gabanna 

chloé

stylecomfy - chic
Although the chilly winds of 
early autumn are sweeping in, 
it won’t be stopping us from 
taking to the streets in style. A 
simple long sleeve jumpsuit like 
Cate Blanchett wears will lend 
you chic structure while keeping 
the chill at bay. 

To complete the ensemble, you 
can pick a pair of thick-soled 
platform high heels or sneakers. 
You’ll look chic this fall, and 
feel comfortable as well. For 
transitioning between different 
occasions, adding a classic bag is 
an ideal choice.

gucci

louis vuitton

louis vuitton

Text   Ting Ting

louis vuitton
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For a long while, men’s theme 
colors for fall and winter were  
brown, black and white. 

The issue most guys have in fall 
is the rigid casual look. However 
it changed last year, with most 
fashion brands offering brightly 
colored coats. And now it’s 
accessories’ turn. 

It would be easy to demand 
more attention and improve your 
confidence this fall by adding a 
brightly colored necktie, a smart 
backpack or hat and other eye-
catching accessories.



When Breath Becomes Air

Sometimes you don’t go out and 
find a book; the book finds you. 

Facing an impending loss 
without a foundation of faith to 
fall back on, I find myself asking, 
“What is the meaning of life if 
we’re all just going to die?”

Paul Kalanithi attempts to 
answer that question in the most 
meaningful way possible in his 
outstanding book When Breath 
Becomes Air.

At the age of thirty-six, 
on the verge of completing a 
decade’s worth of training as a 
neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi 
was diagnosed with stage IV lung 
cancer. One day he was a doctor 
treating the dying, and the next he 
was a patient struggling to live. 

What makes life worth living in 
the face of death? What do you do 
when the future, no longer a ladder 
toward your goals in life, flattens 
out and all prospects look bleak? 
What does it mean to have a child, 
to nurture a new life as another 
fades away? These are some of the 
questions Kalanithi wrestles with 
in this profoundly moving and 
exquisitely written memoir.

What makes the book so valuable 
is how it directly engages what a 
terminal disease feels like, and how it 

The New York Times bestseller 
tells a story about a blind 
French girl and a German boy 
whose paths collide in occupied 
France as both try to survive the 
devastation of World War II. Deftly 
interweaving the lives of the two, 

Doerr illuminates the ways, against 
all odds, people try to be good to 
one another. The author is praised 
as a writer “whose sentences never 
fail to thrill”, and is said to possess 
a “stunning sense of physical detail 
and gorgeous metaphors.”

Lab Girl  by Hope Jahren

What do you see when you look 
into a lab? 

Lab Girl is a debut memoir of 
a woman in science, Hope Jahren, 
whose remarkable stories tell about 
work, love, and the mountains 
that can be moved when the two 
come together. The book will also 
open your eyes to the beautiful 
and sophisticated mechanisms that 

can be found within every leaf, 
blade of grass and flower petal. 
Jahren takes us on a stunningly 
fresh journey to look at plants 
that will forever change how you 
see the natural world. Lab Girl 
is a national best seller in the US, 
and the author was named one 
of TIME magazine’s “100 Most 
Influential People.”

All the Light We Cannot See  by Anthony Doerr

You that seek what life is in death 
By Fulke Greville

You that seek what life is in death, 
Now find it air that once was breath. 

New names unknown, old names gone: 
Till time end bodies, but souls none. 

Reader! Then make time, while you be, 
But steps to your eternity. 

can be infused with wise acceptance, 
hope, a tenacious desire to live, and 
the ability to continue working 
and and caring for those one loves 
normally. In spite of the diagnosis, 
Kalanithi tries very hard - and 
succeeds admirably - to live a normal 
life. He returns to his surgical live, 
he spends time with his family and 
most importantly, he decides to have 
a child with his wife. In his chronicle 
of daily struggles that we will all 
face in some manner in due time we 
are able to directly experience that 
hardships which thousands of people 
face on a daily basis. 

Paul Kalanithi died in March 
2015, while working on this book, 
yet his words live on as a guide and 
a gift to us all. “I began to realize 
that coming face to face with my 
own mortality, in a sense, had 
changed nothing and everything,” 
he wrote. “Seven words from 
Samuel Beckett began to repeat in 
my head: ‘I can’t go on. I’ll go on.’” 

When Breath Becomes Air is 
an unforgettable, life-affirming 
reflection on the challenge of facing 
death as well as the relationship 
between doctors and patients. 
What seals the deal is that it was 
written by a brilliant writer who 
became both in many ways.

by Paul Kalanithi
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My Golden Days
In Arnaud Desplechin’s My 

Sex Life...or How I Got Into 
an Argument, protagonist Paul 
Dédalus (Mathieu Amalric) 
declaims about he considers “the 
one pleasure” that will never go 
away in life: “the surprise I feel 
when I stick my hand in the panties 
of a girl I don’t know.” 

In his new My Golden Days, 
a Cannes sensation, Desplechin 
chronicles the intense emotionality, 
the intertwined joy and pain and 
glories of young love and life 
with this same Paul Dédalus (still 
Amalric) 20 years later.

The film recalls the tumultuous 
early years of Paul Dédalus as 
remembered by an older, calmer 
Dédalus. As the French title of 
the film “Three Memories of My 
Youth” goes, Dédalus tells his tale 
of three memories.

The first memory is 
“Childhood”, where young Paul 
grows up in Roubaix and deals 
with a difficult family of origin, 
trying to comfort and protect his 
two siblings from both a deranged 
mother and a depressive father.

Then comes the second memory 
“Russia”. Paul’s high school trip 
to Minsk becomes a mission to get 
money and passports to Russian 
Jews seeking asylum in Israel.

The third memory, the 
centerpiece of My Golden Days, 
“Esther”, named after the young 
woman who turns out to not only 
be Dédalus’ first love but also the 
most significant passion of his life. 
Isn’t it just fitting that in spite of all 
the stories, a grown man obsesses 
at length over his first love?

My Golden Days may purport to 

be the story of Paul, but it’s really 
a love letter to the past. Paul was 
guided by and grew up with his 
passions: his love for education, 
his endearment for friends, and his 
outrageous heart-ache over Esther. 

How scary, exhausting, and 
just plain wonderful life seems 
the further you get away from 
certain moments in it. Somehow 
we survive our own development, 
it can scar as well as define us 
forever. 

My Golden Days is a trip down 
memory lane, and more.

Krisha

 When Krisha shows up at her sister’s home on Thanksgiving 
morning, her close family greet her with a mixture of warmth and 

wariness. Almost immediately, a palpable unease permeates the air, one 
which only intensifies as Krisha gets to work cooking the turkey. As 

Krisha’s attempts at reconciliation become increasingly rebuffed, tension 
and suspicion reach their peak, with long-buried secrets and deep-seated 

resentments coming to surface as everyone becomes immersed in an 
emotionally charged familial reckoning.

Suicide Squad

They’re bad guys and what they do is look really cool 
hanging around your crib, apartment, workplace or jail cell. 
They are a team of the world’s most dangerous, incarcerated 
Super Villains. Oscar Nominee Will Smith sets his sights on 

defining a new, globally-recognized character in Suicide Squad. 
“Deadshot isn't defined, really. I get to be a part of the creation 

that will be the biggest historical image of Deadshot.”
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Memetjan Metqasim
Musicians that Think Different:

What may surprise 
you is that some 
performers residing 

in Beijing are from far away 
corners of China and may 
have travelled just as far or 
farther than you to pursue their 
musical dreams in the capital. 
After exploring the universe 
surrounding such folk ethnic 
musicians for 10 years, I know 
predictions don’t work. I focus 
on how they integrate their 
traditional music with modernity. 
When I go to see performances 

given by different ethnic 
folk musicians, there is 

always a surprise awaiting. 
Through conversation, I gather 
insights from such performers, 

some of whom I would like 
to share with you. Let’s 

talk about one.
Just one minute’s 

walking from the 
Xiaoshibei Hutong 

bridge over Houhai at 
its narrowest point is the 
Reggae Roots bar, a small, 
low key acoustic club. 
Chinese and foreigners 
alike enjoy spending 
time there to hear 
live music. I have 
visited the club 
several times and 
returned home 
enthralled. 
In recent 
years, the 

nightly lineup 
contains mostly 

musicians from 
western China. They 

perform a unique blend of 
reggae, folk music and modern 
renditions of the traditional music 
representative of western China, 
extensions of ancient muqam 
music. But what particularly 
caught my attention were 
the thrilling vocal styles that 
Memetjan Metqasim has mastered. 
These vocal styles originate from 
the Aksu, Kashgar, Hotan and 
Yili muqam traditions. During set 
breaks I got to know more and 
more about his background as 
well as his determination.

Metqasim was born into a 
household of school teachers 

in a small town at the southern 
reaches of the Taklimakan desert 
in western China. He discovered 
music at a young age and through 
it transformed into an extremely 
reflective, polite, kind-hearted and 
hardworking musician, happy to 
experiment with musicians outside 
his tradition. He is part of Zulu 
Band and Living Mythologies, 
two Beijing based ensembles that 
explore the frontiers of modern 
traditional folk music. He tours 
extensively in China appearing 
frequently in TV performances.

I was most surprised by his 
simple and vivid views about the 
future of music: “We don’t need 
a particular style or performance 
approach, we simply need 
more real music,” he said. “I 
became serious about developing 
Uyghur music two years ago 
after a trip deep into the Kunlun 
Mountains to the high altitude 
village of Pulu in Yuxian county. 
Ironically, it was there far from 
everything that I discovered what 
should be regarded as ‘the most 
transethnic music amongst our 
music traditions’: Pulu villagers 
are self-subsistent, very generous 
to visitors, and money is of little 
importance. Their music embodies 
this mentality, and this is the 
mentality of hospitality that 
represents music with transethnic 
values. Only through this process 
can our traditional music achieve 
real development in this century.” 

You won’t regret a night at 
Reggae Roots. Be sure to request 
Metqasim’s performance of 
Gulsaydihan or Tamaku, just a few 
of the musical treasures he brought 
back from Pulu.

Text   Andy Bauer

Metqasim is playing Tambur, a Uyghur instru-
ment with approximate 1000 years history.
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The past half year has been a promising one for 
China’s major airlines as they shake off the shadow of 

gloomy profits. More network expansion, more cooperation 
and lower fuel prices are supposed to trigger another round of 

sizable profits for the carriers. 
Although the second quarter figures have yet to be released, the 
first quarter numbers offer an idea about what to expect. China’s 
four major airlines – Air China, China Southern, China Eastern and 
Hainan Airlines – all reported their net profits jumped by more than 

40 percent year-on-year in the first quarter of this year. 
China Eastern’s profits soared by 66.37 percent, the fastest 
among the four airlines. Meanwhile, China Southern reported 

the highest profit of its peers – 2.68 billion yuan.
    For the coming annual results, Air China said in its first 

quarter report that stable growth, a rising number of 
passengers and low fuel prices have provided 

them with more ideal opportunities 
and conditions. 

for 
China’s Big airlines

Prospects Broaden

Text   Tu Lei

8 4

Fly ing  |  Outlook



Photo by Jing Lei



More 
ExPANSION

Chinese carriers are flocking to open overseas routes due 
to low fuel prices, and the rise in demand for outbound 
travel, coinciding the past six months have seen network 
expansion in different continents, and the pace has not 
slowed.

In the latest example, Shanghai-based China Eastern has 
sped up its expansion in Europe. In one week, it opened 
four routes, extending its network to St. Petersburg, Prague, 
Amsterdam and Madrid. It now has nine destinations in 
Europe. 

In addition, Hainan Airlines just opened a route from 
Beijing to Calgary, Canada, at the end of June, which 
followed routes from Beijing to Tel Aviv, Changsha to Los 
Angeles, and Beijing to Manchester earlier this year.

China Southern said it now flies to 71 cities in 38 
countries and regions with 166 routes, compared with the 
52 cities in 33 countries and regions with 115 routes it 
had before March 2016. The carrier said that it plans to 
increase to about 1,000 the number of international flights 
in the summer peak season in a report to the CAAC, the 
Civil Aviation Administration of China. This regulatory 
organization of Chinese carriers said in the latest data 
reports that international transport capacity grew by 18.7 
percent year-on-year in the first half of this year. 

Due to looser policies and more convenient 
transportation options, the competition for routes 
between China and the US has grown fiercely.

Last year, the number of flights from China 
to the US exceeded the number of flights 
from the US to China, benefiting all the 
operators.

To keep up with growing 
passenger demand, Chinese and 
American airlines opened 46 
routes between the two countries 
by March 18, according to data 
from the Civil Aviation Data 
Analysis (CADAS), a research 
institution operated by the 
aviation news portal carnoc.com. 
Of those routes, 26 were operated 
by Chinese airlines and 20 were 
operated by US airlines. United 
Airlines and Air China were the two 
carriers that serviced the most routes.

Photo by Zhang dibu
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Global cooperation
FLEET ExPANSION

Another highlight for the industry is its 
growing cooperation with investors from home 

and abroad.
China Eastern raised 8.55 billion yuan 

in a private sale of shares to a group of 
investors, including Ctrip, China’s biggest 
online travel agency, which became 
the airline’s fifth largest shareholder, 
Reuters reported.  

In an interview with the Financial 
Times on July 4, Chen Feng, the 
chairman of HNA Group, Hainan 
Airlines’ parent company, said it is 
looking to do more deals, and the 
mergers and acquisitions will continue. 

This year, HNA announced several 
deals, including the acquisition of Ingram 

Micro, a US information technology 
company, Carlson Hotels, the US owner of 

the Radisson hotel chain, and a 13 percent 
stake in Virgin Australia, the Australian airline.
The airlines have also introduced more 

aircraft this year to woo passengers with better 
services. China Eastern now has 85 aircraft, 
including 30 Airbus A330s, 20 Boeing 777-
300ERs, 20 Airbus A350-900s and 15 Boeing 
787-9s. Air China received its first Boeing 787-9 
in May, and it is expected to receive seven more 
by the end of October. In June, Hainan Airlines 
took delivery of its first 787-9, and is scheduled 
to receive eight more this year. In total, the 
four airlines will take delivery of 22 wide-body 
aircrafts this year, 18 wide-body aircrafts in 
2017 and 37 in 2018.

In the first half of this year, the mainland 
carriers introduced 171 new aircrafts, allowing 
the total fleets of carriers to reach 2,795 by 
the end of June this year, according to a figure 
created by CADAS. In detail, China Eastern 
introduced 28 new aircrafts, adding the most 
new ones, which made its fleet number to 437 
planes and it is followed by Air China with 15 
new airplanes, and China Eastern and Xiamen 
Airlines with 12 new planes. 

&

Photo by Jing Lei
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More routes
ExpEctEd

Night view of Beijing International Airport

Photo by Wan Quan
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According to a CAAC statement, 49 airlines 
– 16 domestic and 33 foreign – were issued 
certificates for international routes in the second 
quarter of this year. They received approval for 
132 routes, including 67 routes operated by 
overseas carriers. In the first half of this year, 
the CAAC approved about 244 international 
routes departing both from home and abroad. 
For example, budget airline Peach Aviation 
will fly from Osaka to Shanghai and Tokyo to 
Shanghai. Jetstar Japan also will fly routes such 
as from Tokyo to Shanghai and Guangzhou. So 
far, Chinese airlines control half the market for 
commercial flights between China and the US, they 
still need to keep an eye on the market for second-
tier Chinese cities as more and more US airlines 
are establishing routes to such locations, and the 
latest example is that United Airlines just opened 
its route from Hangzhou, in East China’s Zhejiang 
Province, to San Francisco on July 15.

Outside of the battle for trans-Pacific market 
domination, the carriers should also consider 
the European skies as it could also be another 
competition field after a year of cultivation. 
Further, some established overseas players, 
especially from the Middle East, could also 
threaten the business of Chinese carriers, as in 
recent years, airlines including Emirates, Etihad 
Airways, Qatar Airways and Turkish Airlines have 
been investing and upgrading their airports to 
seize passengers from Asia and Europe. 

Chinese airlines ought to think hard about how 
they can ensure the profitability of the routes they 
will establish in the long-term, as it takes a long 
time to cultivate the market.

Photo by Ma Wenxiao



Are Flying Cars 
the Next Big Thing?

N
ot more than 40-50 
years ago, personal 
computers were barely 
being conceptualized.  

And many were wondering if 
it would even be possible to 
ever see the demand, capacity 
and affordability to realize any 
practical applications for what 
were at one time hobbyist 
machines or devices only the 
most endowed technology 
companies could afford. It was 
hard to imagine then that they 
would, in such a short span of 
time, evolve into this revolutionary 
technology that has brought about 
such a broad spectrum of devices, 
all of which are now indispensable 
in our daily lives.

Today, we stand on the cusp of 
another revolution – personal air 
vehicles (PAVs) – cars that use an 
aerial method for movement.

With increasing congestion 
of ground-based transportation 
systems, it is only natural to expect 
transportation to grow in the same 
direction that real estate has – 
upwards.

Of late, there is a great deal of 
interesting work being done in 
the area of personal air transport 
systems - low altitude flying, 
vertical takeoff and landing 
(VTOL), frictionless vehicles and 
human machine interfaces (HMI) 
coupled with vehicle automation 
and control paving the way for 
unmanned flights and drones and 
making personal air travel a very 
real possibility in the near future 

that will be a much better and 
safer alternative to driving a car.

The constraints in the way of 
realizing this dream are more 
of a cultural and psychological 
nature. However, at the same time, 
the success and feasibility of this 
technology also relies on certain 
core technical breakthroughs:

Automated control systems – 
Not everyone can be a pilot; so 
the flying car industry cannot 
really fly without fully automated 
navigation and control systems. 
Basically, the need is to create a 
union of driverless car and drones.

Airspace management – With 
several PAVs in the sky, there will 
need to be an organized system for 
managing traffic, and furthermore, 

Text   Priya Verma
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having all vehicles at a particular 
altitude traveling in the same 
direction would eliminate many 
problems. For example, all vehicles 
traveling at 1,000 feet altitude 
would be traveling due north, at 
1,010 feet altitude 1 degree east 
of due north, 1,020 feet altitude 2 
degrees east of due north and so on.

Low-impact vertical take-
off – Having a runway on 
every doorstep is not a realistic 
possibility. So the PAVs will need 
to take off and land vertically 
without blowing the leaves off 
trees or shutters off your house.

Noise Check – No one will 
want to put up with the noise of 
several thousand flying vehicles if 
they all sound like airplanes today. 

However, recent military helicopter 
technology indicates that there 
are methods to greatly reduce the 
sound impact of flying vehicles.

Specialized safety systems – Both 
aircraft and spacecraft have been 
closely controlled by government 
organizations to ensure the safety 
of the public. Because of the sheer 
volume of vehicles and the lower 
caliber of individuals allowed to 
fly, additional safety measures 
will have to be in place. Safety 
technology will include collision 
avoidance systems and drop-out-
of-the-sky emergency airbags 
outside vehicles.

Alternate energy sources- 
Harnessing the potential of 
alternate energy sources would be 

an absolute necessity to provide 
for the high energy demand 
of PAVs and in this process 
“greener” alternatives would play 
an instrumental role in keeping 
emissions under control

Affordability – Not to mention, 
this is one aspect that will 
definitely drive the success of 
PAVs among the masses. This can 
only be achieved by economies 
of scale, and hence, could 
potentially be the most dynamic 
market segment for aviation and 
avionics manufacturers and service 
providers in the future.

PAVs will save time and offer 
people more freedom of mobility, 
more definite arrival times, as well 
as more privacy and comfort that 
cars and airliners cannot rival. 
That’s why researchers sometimes 
call them the “Ultimate Freedom 
Machines”.

Just as the internet not 
only changed our mode of 
communication, it opened up 
new avenues, opportunities and 
markets. Similarly, moving to air 
travel will open doors to many 
unthought-of possibilities that 
will change not just our mode of 
transportation, they will transform 
taxation, commerce, culture, 
patriotism and the way that 
governments operate, as well as 
many other things.

As with any new technology, 
not all of the changes will be 
good. Most important, PAVs 
will change our relationship 
with the sky, which, so far, is one 
of the few places yet relatively 
unspoiled and uncontaminated by 
human presence. As it has always 
been, it will be up to our future 
generations to ensure that the 
technology we are creating today 
will have the capacity to co-exist 
and be in harmony with our 
natural ecosystems.

PAVs will pave the way for the 
next big technological revolution. 
The real question is, are we going 
to just stand by and watch or drive 
the change?
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EUROPE IS MORE
WITH STOPOVER FINLAND

Voted Best European Airline at TTG China 
Travel Awards 2016

Stop in Finland on your way to Europe. From 5 hours to 5 days 
without extra charge. Read more at fi nnair.com/stopover

The first flight of Airbus’ No.1 A350-1000 test aircraft, which rolled 
out from the Airbus Toulouse, France paint shop with a special 
livery,  is scheduled for the fourth quarter of 2016. The A350-1000, 
which offers seating for 366 passengers in a typical three-class 
configuration – is the longest-fuselage version of Airbus’ highly-
efficient A350 XWB Family.

Alitalia has resumed non-stop flights between Rome and Beijing, 
following its cost-cutting decision to cancel the route back in 2013. Since 
then, the airline has benefitted from a 49 percent ownership stake by Etihad 
Airways, which has allowed it to restructure its business.

The Rome–Beijing route, which resumed on  July 19, sees flight AZ790 
depart Rome every Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at 2:20 p.m. 
and arrive in Beijing at 6:20 a.m. the following day. The return flight, AZ791, 
then takes off from Beijing at 9:15 a.m. before touching back down in Rome 
at 2:25 p.m.

Flights are served by the A330-200, which features a three-
class configuration with 20 seats in Magnifica (business), 

17 in Classica Plus (premium economy) and 219 in 
Classica (economy). All cabin classes are equipped 
with Wi-Fi connectivity.

United Airlines will upgrade its 
San Francisco–Shanghai service by 
introducing a second daily frequency 
on the route. Flight UA891 will depart 
San Francisco at 2:50 p.m. and arrive 
at Shanghai Pudong at 6:45 p.m. 
the following day. The return flight, 
UA890 will then take off from Pudong 
International Airport at 12:05 a.m. and 
touch down in San Francisco at 7:10 
p.m. the day before.

China Southern will launch a thrice-
weekly non-stop service between 
Guangzhou and Adelaide in 
December. It will become the first 
carrier to operate non-stop flights 
between the mainland of China and 
Adelaide. Currently, China Southern 
has been gradually expanding its 
presence in Australia, with services 
to Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth and 
Sydney from Guangzhou.

routes
San Francisco

Guangzhou

Shanghai

Adelaide

Alitalia 
resumes 
Rome to 
Beijing 
service

Silk Air, the regional carrier of 
Singapore Airlines, will begin 
operating a four-times-a-week 
service to Fuzhou from Nov 21. Flight 
MI990 will depart Singapore at 10:35 
a.m. and arrive in Fuzhou at 3:05 p.m. 
The return flight, MI989, will then 
take off from Fuzhou at 4:15 p.m. 
and touch back down in Singapore 
at 7 a.m.

Hong Kong Airlines has launched 
a new non-stop service to Osaka, 
Japan. The service is operated daily, 
but travelers should note that service 
times vary depending on the day.
Flights are on the A330-200, which 
features a two-class configuration 
with 24 seats in business and 259 in 
economy.

Singapore

Hong Kong

Fuzhou

Osaka
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Skyteam enhances Global 
Meetings platform

Skyteam, a global alliance of 20 member airlines, is upgrading 
its services to meetings and events travel organizers as it reaps a 
steady increase in business for its Global Meetings product.

A new look to the skyteam.biz web page will offer a more easy-to-
read table summarizing member airlines’ operating services to the 
chosen destination on the required date of travel, with a range of 
prices so attendees can choose an option that best suits their needs.

There also will be updates to a “benefits at-a-glance” welcome 
page for attendees, including more detailed information about the 
benefits of booking travel via Global Meetings.

Etihad Airways’ Dreamliner 
commences services to Shanghai

Etihad Airways Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner touched down in 
Shanghai on  Aug 2  from Abu Dhabi on its first flight into China. 
The new Dreamliner features the airline’s next-generation business 
and economy class cabins, and will operate with 299 seats, 28 in 
Business class and 271 in economy, representing a 14 percent 
capacity increase on the route.

Shanghai is the seventh destination in the world to be served 
by Etihad Airways’ B787-9 Dreamliner aircraft, with the aircraft also 
deployed to Perth, Brisbane, Singapore, Washington DC, Zurich 
and Düsseldorf. Etihad Airways first launched a five-times-a-week 
two-class Airbus A330-200 service to Shanghai in March 2012. With 
a further 62 Boeing 787 Dreamliners scheduled for delivery over 
the next few years, the aircraft will become the mainstay of Etihad 
Airways’ long-haul fleet. 

Boeing forecasts 
nearly 1.5 million pilots 
and technicians will be 
needed by 2035

Boeing released 
its 2016 Pilot 

and Technician 
Outlook on 
July 25  at 
EAA Air 
Venture 
Oshkosh 

and projects 
a demand for 

nearly 1.5 million 
pilots and technicians 

over the next 20 years. 
Boeing forecasts that between 2016 

and 2035, the world’s commercial 
aviation industry will require 
approximately: 617,000 new commercial 
airline pilots, 679,000 new commercial 
airline maintenance technicians and 
814,000 new cabin crew.

The 2016 outlook shows a growth 
of 10.5 percent for pilots over the 
2015 outlook and 11.3 percent for 
maintenance technicians. New pilot 
demand is primarily driven by new 
airplane deliveries and fleet mix, while 
new technician demand is primarily 
driven by fleet growth.
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92
would book 
their flight with 
self-service 
technologies

57
would use 
self-service 
technologies for 
check-in

14
would use a bag-

drop station

92 would find 
mobile check-in 
easy to use

When using mobile for travel,

If the World Had

Booking >

CheCK-IN >

Bag-drOP >

H
ow to book a flight? Will you use your 
mobile phone for check-in? Would 
you like to use baggage self-service? 
SITA, the world’s leading specialist in 

air transport communications and information 
technology just published its Passengers IT 
Trends Survey. It shows 85% passengers would 
feel positive emotions during the journey, 54% 
would switch self-service technology if they had 
a negative experience. So if the world had 100 
travelers, which group will you belong to?
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Travelers

74

11

would use flight 
and gate updates 
on their mobile if 
availiable

would use a 
boarding pass on 
their mobile phone

46

65

would watch a 
movie on-board 

using mobile 
devices

would access entertainment 
services on their own device

88
would feel positive emotions 
if they wait 10 minutes or less 
to collect their bags

would do online 
airport shopping 
while preparing 

their trip

would use real-
time baggage 

notifications on their 
mobile in the future

40

76 52
would agree payment 

transactions are 
secure when using 

contactless technology

dwEll TImE >

 < BOardINg

< BaggagE ClaIm

 ON-BOard >
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