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Stories in the Town
Vision of a Bright Future 
for United in China

Fine Dining in Festive 
Season



CAO SHENSHEN
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

“H
appiness is achieved through hard work.” In his 2018 New Year’s 
address, President Xi delivered this heartening message to all the 
people in China. One year passed, when the calendar flipped onto 
the year 2019, what goals and aims did you set for yourself?  

For Chinese, Lunar New Year is a much more important celebration, starting 
on Feb. 5 this year and marking the start of the Year of the Pig, one of the most 
popular animals in the Chinese Zodiac. It is a time when everyone seeks to 
return home to spend the holiday with their family. On behalf of the Sky Times 
team, I send you my best regards and wish you a very happy New Year.

No festival is complete without get-togethers, and no get-together is complete 
without good food. Food, they say, is the ingredient that binds us all together. 
The festive season is a time to catch up with friends and family, and what better 
way to get together than with a wonderful meal in fantastic surroundings? Can’t 
think of anything more desirable than a big celebration on Christmas Day or 
New Year’s Eve, where delicious food, a cozy atmosphere, and a warm welcome 
are assured. In the Bite section, we give you five feast suggestions in this festive 
season. (page 70)

When the image of a small town comes to your mind, what should it be? Is it 
one of bustling streets, of rain droplets drizzling off secluded roof eaves, or of an 
indolent cat lying in the sun? Or do you crave something more unique?

Towns are generally larger than villages but smaller than cities, though the 
criteria to distinguish them vary considerably between different parts of the world.

In our Focus and Lens section, we bring you the stories of very different 
towns. About Wuzhen in China, Normandy towns in France, Whittier and 
Spruce Creek in the US, Coober Pedy in Australia, Setenil in Spain and Shoyna 
in Russia. These towns are small but charming. (pages 13&48)

If you visit these well-preserved, laid-back small towns, you may be enticed to 
spend the rest of your life there.

“China is one of the most important international markets for United 
Airlines. We are very bullish about China’s future.” When talking about the 
China market, Walter Dias, the Managing Director of Greater China & Korea 
for United Airlines speaks frankly. United Airlines started offering flights 
to China 32 years ago. Today, it has the largest network between China and 
the US, with 94 non-stop flights per week from Beijing, Shanghai, Chengdu, 
Hong Kong and Taipei connecting the two countries. In the People section, we 
talked with Dias about the mission, service, networks and marketing strategies 
in China. (page 60)

I hope you enjoy this New Year issue and, as always, we endeavor to bring 
you a newer and better Sky Times. Again, Happy New Year, and we wish you a 
pleasant journey.

Editor’s 
Letter 
A New Start, a New Journey

Photo by Marc Schiele
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Sufi Whirling in Turkey
The Sufi whirling of Turkey is a form of physically active meditation which 
originated among Sufis and is still practiced by the Sufi Dervishes of 
the Mevlevi order, among others. It is a customary meditation practice 
performed within the Sema, or worship ceremony, through which 
dervishes aim to reach the source of all perfection. This is sought 
through abandoning one’s nafs, egos or personal desires, by listening 
to the music, focusing on God, and spinning one’s body in repetitive 
circles, which has been seen as a symbolic imitation of planets in the 
Solar System orbiting the sun.

Winter Solstice at 
Stonehenge
5,000 people came to celebrate the winter solstice at Stonehenge. 
They played music and danced at Stonehenge in Wiltshire, where 
monuments are believed to be aligned to the movements of the sun.
The winter solstice occurs each year when the North Pole is tilted 
farthest away from the sun, resulting in the fewest hours of sunlight, 
and the shortest day of the year. Stonehenge has been a place of 
worship and celebration at the time of Winter Solstice for thousands 
of years.
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Couples Compete In 
Bangkok for Annual 
“Running Of The Brides”
A total of 300 Thai couples gathered in Bangkok city on November 24, 2018 
to race in the annual “Running of the Brides”. The couples wore their wedding 
dresses and running shoes, competing in a three-kilometers race and challenges 
broken down in seven tasks for a grand prize of a fully-sponsored lavish wedding 
and honeymoon worth two million baht (about 60,467 US dollars), including a 
pair of diamond rings and a honeymoon trip to the Maldives.

Hamburg Swans 
Moved to Their 
Winter Home
Helped by a man known as the  “Swan Father” — The swans 
in Hamburg are moved by boat every year to avoid getting 
stuck in the frozen Alster Lake, a tradition that goes back 
hundreds of years. Dozens of swans leave for a pond more 
suitable for the winter months from the city center lake. 
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From Quora

2018 Geneva SX
The 2018 Geneva SX, the last major offseason Supercross race of the year, 
took place in early December, 2018 in Switzerland. Held near the famous 
European banking and government hub, the long-running race brings 
some of the sport’s top riders based in the United States to the opposite 
side of the world for two nights of racing against their competitors in the 
French SX championship series.

I use Alarm Clock Plus on my Android. I have 
to solve a math problem in order to snooze 

or dismiss the alarm. Right now, it is at medium 
difficulty, involving arithmetic operations between 
three two-digit numbers.

Once, I set it to hard level. There were additions 
and subtractions involving three three-digit 
numbers. I had to literally rub my eyes and really 
concentrate to try and figure it out. You just can’t 
go back to sleep after that.

@Aditya Deorha

Flying Alarm.
This digital alarm clock launches a rotor into 

the air that flies around the room as the alarm 
sounds, hovering up to 9’ in the air, and it will not 
cease ringing until the rotor is returned to the 
alarm clock base, compelling even the most stub-
born sleepers to get out of bed on time.

@Shivam Agrawal

WE GOT CATS! Which is the working 
person’s version of kids. The little buggers. 

I’m up at 6:30 now, every day. No alarm. So 
worth it.

@Ellen Vrana

YOU SNOOZE, 
YOU LOSE

How do you 

make yourself 

actually get out 

off bed when 

you wake up?I sometimes use the Sleep If U Can (Alarm) 
app on my android phone. While setting up 

the alarm, it asks you to choose how you want to 
turn it off. There is an option to turn it off by taking 
a picture.

When the alarm rings, it forces you to capture a 
similar image and only turns off if it resembles the 
pre-set picture.

I have set my image as the toilet basin, so when I 
need to turn off the alarm, I have to search for my 
slippers, walk to the bathroom and take a photo 
of the basin. Since I live in a hostel with shared 
toilets, I have to leave my room to go to the bath-
room and take the picture. It is annoying but it 
wakes me up.

@Ayush Sekhari
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The employees are one of the most important resources of a company. Flexible and independent working, 
communication, teamwork, but also calm, relaxation and concentration – a modern office equipment should 
offer all these things.

Office in Style
Working station 
Thinking Quietly
ThinkingWorks

Thinking Quietly is an open plan workstation. Its contemporary, 
noise-insulating materials make for a balanced sound environment, 
contributing to a quieter workplace. A range of accessories increas-
es the acoustic performance and provides the user with a more 
rewarding work environment. Accessories include a living terrarium 
acting as a dividing screen, a mobile divider that doubles as a carry 
bag and opens to provide personal storage and a power source for 
charging laptops or mobile phones, and a desk pad made from felt 
material which adds a further acoustic element.

Active Stool
Uebobo
Smart partner

Contemporary office spaces are marked by the design 
principles of flexibility and openness. The architecture 
aims at encouraging productive communication and work-
ing in teams. The versatile Uebobo stool promotes a high 
work output by adapting perfectly to this environment. 
Adopting the idea of a gymnastic ball, its ergonomics 
achieve that the seated person is constantly in motion. 
Combined with the swivel and height adjusting movement 
of a modern office chair, uebobo incorporates a construc-
tion of high flexibility, promoting the well-being and health 
of users, particularly of their back.

Self-Inking Stamp
Trodat Professional 4.0
Trodat

The design of the Trodat Professional 4.0 self-inking 
stamp combines strength, cleanliness and speed. 
The solid metal construction guarantees maxi-
mum stability and durability. The innovative finger 
protection keeps fingers clean when replacing the 
ink pad and setting the date. The optimised control 
curve ensures a consistent stamp movement and 
excellent print quality while the sleek design makes 
it easier to rotate the date wheels. Finally, the new 
band drive makes for faster adjustment of the date.

Chair
Mortimer
Jones & Partners
It is a one piece moulded foam chair with a 
formal yet relaxed seating position. Consistent 
visual design using polyurethane moulding. Full 
size foam modeling allowed it to interrogate 
shapes at an early stage of design development 
before taking onto full PU prototypes and resulting in a unique arm detailing. A focus 
of innovation in our process we employed 3D software to flatten out the design and 
produce dye cut. This enabled interrogation in the design stages aiding the production 
process and reducing manufacturing costs significantly. The end result is a successful 
selling portfolio with the creation of a collection including sofas, tables and side chairs.

Tableware
Arita SD/2016 
Diez Office

Part of an initiative to celebrate the 400-year 
anniversary of the famous Japanese pottery 
town Arita, with its network of over 200 mutu-
ally-supporting manufactories and industrial 
enterprises, the 25-piece service SD/2016 looks at 
the expertise found in traditional craftsmanship as 
an original source of inspiration and applies it to 
the industrial process. The set’s most distinctive 
features, however, are the seamlessly merging, 
wafer-thin porcelain surfaces and the lack of 
foot-rings.

Stool
Mickey
ITO

Mickey is a new type of seating product for active 
work environments. In an instant the compact stool 
can grow to standing height, which makes it an ideal 
complement for height-adjustable desks. Mickey 
promotes active sitting by tilting laterally and follow-
ing the user’s movements.

Working station
Focused
Jones & Partners

Focused is inspired by the intensity of the task driv-
en hospital emergency room where every item has 
its place and each space can be quickly adapted. 
It observed the way the working environment was 
organised. Everything had its place and was on 
hand to be used as and when needed. Supplies and 
equipment and even layout could be changed quickly 
and easily. The opportunity was to put a new product 
type into the market which met a real world need and 
allowed furniture to be adapted and not moved.
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Since 1978, China’s civil aviation has 
continuously achieved new safe flight 
records. Most notably, since the 18th 
National Congress of the Communist 
Party of China, both the major 
accident rate per million hours flown 
and the number of fatalities per 100 
million kilometers traveled stand at 

 The number of certified transport airports is 234 , 
an increase of 156 compared to 1978.

1978~1987 2008~2017 2018~

The Major Accident Rate Per Million Hours

Civil Aviation in China

SKY TIMES  |  Data

AIRPORT

CHINA’S CIVIL AVIATION 
REACHES 

NEW HEIGHTS
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By the end of 2018, China had signed bilateral air transport agreements 

with 126 countries, nearly 90% of which were newly concluded after 

the beginning of the Reform and Opening Up in 1978. There are now 

15,684 scheduled passenger flights and 1,894 scheduled cargo 

flights between China and major countries in the world every week.
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Have you visited a town that struck you for its beauty? A town 
is made by its people; but sometimes the buildings and landscape 
count for something, too. They don’t have impressive industries 
and they’re not the most popular destinations; but these towns 
are as picturesque as they come.

IN THE TOWN

1 51 4
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are performed indoors, with a poetic backdrop 
of wind and rain. “Are you all taking shelter 
from the rain?” the actor Chen Minghao, who 
plays Master Chang in the drama Teahouse, 
asks the audience off the cuff, triggering waves 
of cheers.

Teahouse is one of the prominent plays 
this year. The 6th Wuzhen Theater Festival 
had a total of 29 special shows, including 
Dancer in the Dark from Germany, Stranger 
than Fiction from Argentina, and Actor 
Experiment Classroom from Taiwan, China. 
These sold-out shows were staged in 13 venues 
in Xishan, Wuzhen.

Figures
IN WUZHEN
Te x t  Jiang Xingchen

H
eavy Rains Visit Wuzhen in October.

Wupeng boats on the Xishi River 
are moored near the banks, and 
performers in Chang Street and the 

square are sitting under the eaves. Moss walls 
are green, and leaves from tung trees drift in 
the wind.

This is the fourth day of the 6th Wuzhen 
Theater Festival. The autumn rain comes 
unexpectedly and stops people, performers and 
members of the audience, making them look 
up at the inky sky and pavilions far and near 
in the rain.

Most shows at the Wuzhen Theater Festival 

In the rain, the staff is racing against the 
clock to install lanterns for the annual outdoor 
Long Street Banquet to be held the following 
day. If the rain continues, the banquet will be 
hosted elsewhere and turned into a “corridor 
banquet”.

“We’ve called the local weather bureau 
and they told us not to worry,” explains 
the staff. The next day, it clears up, and the 
Long Street Banquet is held as scheduled. An 
unmanned aerial vehicle flies in the night sky, 
taking pictures of the spectacular banquet. 
After a few drinks, the theater crowd starts 
mingling, leaving the copper pots bubbling 
and steaming…

Performances at the Wuzhen Theater 
Festival are always scheduled after noon, 
and the carnival lasts from the afternoon to 
late night. In the morning, no arrangements 
are made in order to let the performers rest.

Unfortunately, they miss the early morn-
ing in Wuzhen. The light of dawn is dim, 
and the first thing to wake up is the sweet 
osmanthus fragrance of the town. As the 
festival is held every October, osmanthus is 
the smell of the event.

Day breaks in the east, and the sky and 
clouds are reflected on Yuanbao Lake, at 
Xishan’s entrance. The Wuzhen Grand 
Theater is located near the lake. Thick 
Beijing bricks overlapped with the cracked-
ice wooden lattices in the south of the 
Yangtze River provide a gradually clear-
er texture.

The theater faces Hong Sheng Square, 
which is surrounded by a bamboo forest 
and Wutong trees. Every morning at 7 a.m., 
sanitation workers enter the scenic spot to 
clean it. In the morning light and autumn 
wind, they carefully collect fallen leaves 
with brooms. Many of them are about 
60 years old. A white-haired woman who 
usually makes pickles and picks up berries 
at home is temporarily hired to help, as the 
Wuzhen Theater Festival is a peak season 
for this scenic spot.

Every morning at ten o’clock, “angels” go 
to work. The term “angel” is the volunteers’ 
nickname in Wuzhen. Their main color this 
year is bright yellow. In the ancient streets 
with white walls and grey tiles, the “angels” 
in bright yellow vests manning their small 
stations of the same color pop out.

Two volunteers are clearing the table, 
lifting items off their station. For some 
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reason, this year’s color is particularly 
attractive to bugs. “It may be the color of 
sunflowers,” one volunteer guesses, pointing 
to a bug. “Look, they just can’t tear them-
selves away.”

Coming from colleges and universities in 
Zhejiang, these angels sell all kinds of cultural 
and creative products for the Wuzhen Theater 
Festival and advise tourists. The two students 
in front of me major in hotel management, 
so they volunteer to serve in a small station. 
Some of their classmates who major in foreign 
languages are responsible for communicating 
with foreign guests during the festival.

It’s the first time that the two volun-
teers have been to Wuzhen. They are here 
to do their internship — their university 
has a partnership with the Wuzhen scenic 
spot. Many events, such as the Internet 
Conference and art festivals, are now held 
each year, and their schedule lined up with 
the festival. “Outstanding angels can get a 
job in Wuzhen if they want,” said a volun-
teer from Cixi, Zhejiang, who hopes to find 
employment in the town. The salary is not 
particularly high, but the environment is a 
big lure.

Around ten o’clock in the morning, 
Xiushuilang Theater is crowded. Puppy 
Love is scheduled to be shown on October 
24, and the young performers are busy 
preparing and rehearsing.

Xiushuilang Theater has a history of over 
one hundred years. Architecturally, it was 
a gallery and was later converted into a 
theater. Xiushuilang Theater is not big but 
is very popular. Gao Xiaosong (a famous 
cultural figure in China) came to see Cherry 
Orchard there in 2015.

The theater manager is an administrator 
of Wenzhen Culture Company and works 
in the town for the first time this year. 
He is mainly responsible for the coordi-
nation and on-site control of the venue. 
Xiushuilang Theater can accommodate 200 
people. Since the quality of the audience is 
constantly improving, he doesn’t have much 
to worry about. At the third festival in 

Walking on the street of 
Xizha, in Wuzhen Water 
Town, you may be amazed 

by the unadorned  “indigo print” or 
intoxicated by the Sanbai liquor. The 
sound of rowing boats, the shadow 
of boats on the water, the slab stone 
roads, and the black tiles on the roofs, 
all create a graceful and romantic 
atmosphere.

Wuzhen enjoys a high status 
among characteristic small towns in 
China. It is hard to believe that no 
tourist used to go there in 1999, when 
Wuzhen was just one among several 
ancient towns in the lower reaches 
of the Yangtze River. It wasn’t until 
the end of the 20th century that the 
development of Dongzha was formal-
ly launched. Chen Xianghong, chief 
planner of Wuzhen’s development, is 
a native familiar with each street and 
lane. Using photos taken some one 
hundred years ago as reference, he 
had all structures inconsistent with 
the original style demolished, includ-
ing houses, factories, and cement 
roads. As the town was restored to its 

original look, Wuzhen soon won the 
hearts of tourists.

Compared with the lively atmo-
sphere of Dongzha (literally  “East 
Gate”), the Xizha (west gate) scenic 
spot shifts its focus from being only 
a scenic spot to building itself into a 
resort and leisure center with a clear 
division of functions. A dynamic area is 
located on the north bank of the river, 
where lines of shops receive swarms 
of tourists. Its bar street is the most 
bustling area in the evening and is 
intentionally designed to be in close 
proximity to the youth hostel. The stat-
ic area is on the south bank of the river, 
where convention centers and hotels 
are gathered. Cafés and quiet bars are 
the main waterside business facilities.

Starting in 2010, efforts were made 
to turn Wuzhen into a cultural town. 
Following two years of prepara-
tions and six years of hard work, the 
Wuzhen International Theatre Festival 
has become a great celebration of 
performing arts. A pilgrimage to the 
drama utopia of Wuzhen in October 
has become an annual event for 

young literature and art lovers from 
all around the country. Today, many 
international visitors learn about 
Wuzhen through the theatre festival 
instead of sightseeing.

Ten days after the end of the 
6th Wuzhen International Theatre 
Festival, the World Internet 
Conference was convened in Wuzhen. 
It has been held in Wuzhen for five 
successive years. How will AI change 
human learning? Is self-driving safe? 
How fast is the new generation of 
mobile communication system? From 
this smart town emerges a smart way 
of life that spreads to the world.

In less than 20 years since 2001, 
when its scenic spots were inau-
gurated, Wuzhen has experienced 
leaps and bounds in its development 
during each stage of its expansion, 
from Tongxiang City to the Yangtze 
River Delta, and from China to the 
world. Just as the advertising slogan 
of Wuzhen puts it,  “Wuzhen is unlike 
other similar-looking ancient towns.” In 
the process of growth, it is still seeking 
breakthroughs and marching forward.

RENAISSANCE OF WUZHEN 
WATER TOWN

2015, before watching a foreign avant-garde 
drama, the audience was asked to power off 
their mobile phones. During the one-hour 
performance, not a single person’s phone 
was heard. Organizers were surprised at the 
cooperation of the audience because even 
if the mobile phones are set on silent, some 
can still beep when the battery runs low.

Some of the plays do not end until 11:00 
p.m., but there is still light in the dark old 
streets coming from Wuzhen’s restaurants.

The Scholarly Mutton Restaurant is one 
of them. During the theater festival, the 
restaurant is frequented by stars and celeb-
rities, but the chef, a man in his 60s, has 
no time to strike up a conversation, as the 
establishment is so busy he has to make 500 
bowls of noodles every day.

According to the late dining arrange-
ment, the chef has to work until midnight. 
Enthusiastic theater-goers are enjoying 
themselves, chatting and laughing in the 
restaurant. Someone is reciting a poem from 
the Ming Dynasty:

Boats two by two rowing back late, 
clouds and birds flying with no mate. 

Wuzhen bridge’s side on a moonlit night, 
people talking in their sleep of a sightseeing date.

Te x t  Fannie
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W
hen it comes to Normandy, 
the Mont-Saint-Michel and 
its bay and Claude Monet’s 
Garden at Giverny may 

spring to mind.
It is only in Normandy that you would 

find that the impressionistic life is more 
than an “impression” about art. The food 
served in restaurants, the hotel rooms, and 
the scenic spots along the coast all have an 
aura of impressionism. The more time you 
spend there, the more it feels you are living 
in an impressionist painting.

Impressionistic Rouen Cathedral

As the regional capital of Normandy, 
Rouen boasts a long history and brilliant 
culture. It has been a prosperous city since 
the Middle Ages.

The right bank of the Seine is where 
most historical and cultural images are 
concentrated. People come here as if on 
a pilgrimage to a sacred place. They look 
for symbols that can strengthen their basic 
impression of the city. These symbols 
might be the Rouen Cathedral under 

Impressionistic Life 
IN NORMANDY
Te x t  Aurora

the paintbrush of Monet, the character 
of Madame Bovary created by Gustave 
Flaubert, the St Joan of Arc Church, or the 
bell tower and half-timbered houses in the 
old city.

Rouen left a remarkable impression 
on me the moment I set foot at the Best 
Western Hotel. “How could a chain hotel 
be anything special?” you might ask. I 
asked myself the same question when 
I arrived.

It is well known Rouen was the home-
town of Flaubert. The hotel owner is a lover 

of literary works and a loyal fan of the 
author. When you check in, you are present-
ed with a bookmark bearing the image of 
Flaubert, and you can find in the hotel his 
portraits and that of other writers, as well 
as the collection of Flaubert’s novels.

A large portrait of Flaubert conspic-
uously hanging on the outer wall of the 
building in the small courtyard is especially 
eye-catching.

The old town of Rouen is worth a long 
stroll. You can get a glimpse of the past 
prosperity of the city through its old houses 
dating back to the Middle Ages. You may 
get in a small café at a square and, while 
relaxing there, observe the old half-tim-
bered houses in the area. You can also walk 
into the studio of Monet and ask yourself 
whether you can spot the beauty of the 
magnificent cathedral under different light-
ing and shades, as Monet did from the same 
angle. Rouen Cathedral was Monet’s favor-
ite building.

You can also take a stroll along the Seine 
under the sunset. The sight of purple irises 
in bloom and church steeples across the 
Seine is indeed impressionistic. You do not 
need to look for the bell tower, because 
you can always encounter it at an unex-
pected moment while walking in the town. 
Standing on top of the bell tower, you can 
enjoy a view of the whole city. The art 
museum is a source of pride for the people 
of Rouen. Even our driver told us: “Don’t 
mention Paris. For us, Rouen is the capi-
tal of art.”

Remember to have an impressionistic 
dinner at the Crown Restaurant, the oldest 
in the city. With its stunningly presented 
and delicious dishes, no wonder the restau-
rant is frequented by so many celebrities.

Gorgeous Cliffs and 
Impressionistic Cooking Class 
at Etretat

Facing the English Channel, Etretat, 
with its gorgeous cliffs, boasts one of the 
most famous coastal landscapes in France. 
This little town of about one thousand 
inhabitants welcomes one million tourists 

The Beach at Trouville,  
1870 by Oscar Claude Monet
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each year.
Eroded by the wind and waves from the 

English Channel, the limestone forms the 
beautiful white cliffs we see today. Standing 
atop a nearby hill, you will marvel at the 
Elephant Trunk Hill.

Many French artists come to Etretat to 
draw inspirations from its unique scen-
ery. Impressionists like Monet were also 
attracted by the Elephant Trunk Hill. The 
constantly changing weather and colorful 
and flashing rays of light there have inspired 
numerous artists. Monet alone created 80 
paintings.

An ancient church built between the 
12th and 13th century is standing high on 
the cliffs along the coast of Etretat. Devoid 
of exquisite decorations, sculptures, or 
gorgeous stained-glass windows, the church 
looks so unadorned, serene, heavy and 

peaceful that it conveys a sense of sacred-
ness and solemnness. Standing on the cliff 
where the church is located, one commands 
a view of the sea and the entire town. The 
church watches and guards this small and 
serene town like a mother protecting her 
child. It is said fishermen used to come here 
to pray before taking to the sea.

I spent the night at Etretat in a hotel on 
the hillside. Rooms in this small establish-
ment are each unique in terms of size and 
decoration. My room was in the style of 
Monet’s work.

I had dinner at Restaurant du Golf 
d’Etretat. It was a perfect experience to 
enjoy the graceful scenery of Elephant 
Trunk Hill through the windows while 
savoring delicious cuisine and sipping wine.

Not far from Etretat sits the small village 
of Etainhus. Quiet and less traveled, it is 

1 Transportation: Located between Paris and the seaside, the region of Normandy is easi-
ly accessible by road or railway and stands less than a two-hour drive from the capital.

2 Address of Regine’s home cooking school (Chef Chez Vous): 306 Route du Mirlibut, 
76430 Etainhus

3 Cold knowledge about Trouville-sur-Mer: Marguerite Duras, a renowned female French 
writer; Hôtel des Roches Noires, a seaside hotel painted by Monet; Raymond Savignac, 
a well-known French artist of pictorial posters. He spent the last years of his life in 
Trouville, where he died in 2002.

a typical village in Normandy. There, we 
had a class on how to prepare impressionis-
tic dishes.

Regine, a pretty hostess, opened the door 
to greet us. The classroom has an aura of 
warm familiarity, quite unlike the formal, 
high-grade and large classroom of a regular 
cooking school.

Originally a lawyer, Regine was tired 
of burying herself in her work each day, 
so she abandoned her job and learned to 
cook. She later became a well-known cook 
and opened a culinary school where she 
teaches beginners. Her intention is to teach 
people more about Normandy and France 
through cuisine.

Regine is also a fan of Monet. I was not 
surprised at all upon seeing her menu and 
the guest room decorated in the style of the 
famous impressionist and gave her a know-
ing smile. I was used to the impressionistic 
lifestyle by then.

TIPS

Trouville-sur-Mer, a 
Tourist Destination of 
Impressionistic Gossip

Trouville-sur-Mer is a typical small resort 
town. The striped sunshades ubiquitous in 
seaside resorts originated in this town. It is 
a city of celebrity gossip.

At the age of 15, Gustave Flaubert met 
his first lover and muse there. Each day, 
he would stand outside the house for a 
long time in the hope of seeing the beau-
tiful 26-year-old Madame Elisa opening 
the window.

In contrast to the naive Flaubert, 67-year-
old Marguerite Duras opened the door of her 
room at the Hôtel des Roches Noires to allow 
27-year-old Young to become the last lover in 
her life. The Hôtel des Roches Noires was the 
subject of a masterpiece by Monet.

Isn’t it confusing, yet interesting? 
Wherever I strolled the boardwalk on the 
beach (the wood is imported from tropical 
regions in Africa) or the small narrow lanes 
in the city, I would imagine the celebrity 
gossip related to all these places…

Trouville-sur-Mer is one of the most 
popular resorts in France. People go there 
on holiday as soon as spring begins. Its casi-
no, sand beaches, seawater bath facilities, 
and striped sunshades are all emblematic.

The classic pictorial posters created by 
Raymond Savignac are still there. Evocative 
of the old days, they are popular with both 
tourists and locals.

The fish market at Trouville is a scenic 
spot that should not be missed. There, one 
can sample the fresh seafood caught earli-
er in the day. The small building is also a 
landmark of Trouville. Originally built in 
1936, the market was destroyed in a fire 
in 2006. The present building has been 
reconstructed.

Lounging on a seat and caressed by the 
sea breeze, one can gossip while savoring 
seafood. Isn’t it a comfortable way of life?

The white cliffs at Etretat.
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Incredible
Te x t  Feng Shuangqing

When the image of a small town comes to your mind, is it one of bustling streets, of rain droplets drizzling off 
secluded roof eaves, or of an indolent cat lying in the sun? Or do you crave something more unique? If explor-
ing strange spots is more to your liking, these places offer something completely novel.

SMALL TOWNS
 Setenil, Spain 

The Village Under 
the Rocks

In Andalusia, southern Spain, there is 
a place where the buildings have all been 
built underneath the rocks, forming a 
town shrouded in darkness for centuries — 
Setenil de las Bodegas.

Setenil was established in the 15th 
century. It is situated in a long and narrow 
canyon, and the strange topography 
determined the unique domiciles of its 
early inhabitants. Originally, only one 
family built their home within the gorge, 
but when others witnessed their quality of 
life, more people came. People built their 
houses directly in the surface of the rocks, 
and these homes seemingly grow from 
underneath the rocks, expanding either 
upwards via excavation or with walls built 
under the rocks. As the buildings multi-
plied, the place grew into a small town.

Setenil’s houses and cliff are fused 
together. The canyon acts as a roof for the 
buildings, with the gap between the two 
almost non-existent, and in some places, 
the rock appears squeezed between 
houses, looking as though it could 
collapse at any moment. Most tourists 
tread carefully through this small town, 
especially on rainy days, when the rainwa-
ter washes down sediment and pebbles, 
for nobody wishes to be struck by a rock. 
The locals claim, however, that life there is 
not so terribly dangerous.

The townspeople are virtually untroubled 
by either rain or sun, since the enormous 
overhead boulder completely blocks 
off both rainwater and sunlight, making 
umbrellas a hard sell there. The village is 
compact, but is nevertheless home to great 
restaurants and bars, and also produc-
es world-renowned chorizo and baked 
pastries. The perfect fusion of its unique 
architecture and natural environment 
attracts a continuous stream of tourists.

 Whittier, USA 

One Building 
– One Town

There is only one single building in the 
entire small town of Whittier, southern 
Alaska, and absolutely nothing else. It is 
home to the entirety of the town’s three 
hundred inhabitants. The building itself 
has 14 floors, which nowadays can’t exact-
ly be considered a high-rise. Although 
small, it is perfectly built. The building 
possesses all of the usual infrastructures 
found in an average city, and everything 
is accessible by lift. Those heading to 
the office or school never have to worry 
about being late, because their destina-
tions are only an extremely convenient 
lift ride away. Teachers and students are 
all neighbors, and the latter can visit the 
former in their home at any time to ask 
questions or complete their homework. 
The building’s residents are like a family. 
Almost all of them are employed by the 
municipal administration. As it snows year 
round in Alaska, they only thing they need 
to do outside is shovel snow and conduct 
general repairs.

The building was originally built as a 
logistics base by and for American troops 
during the Second World War. A steady 
stream of people came to live there after it 
was abandoned, and it gradually grew into 
a small town.

Getting there is not easy, as you have 
to pass through an extremely scary tunnel, 
which is a joint access tunnel for both trains 
and automobiles, with entry availability 
indicated by a traffic light. Moreover, it 
closes at 10:30 p.m., so vehicles entering 
need to schedule accordingly.

 Coober Pedy, Australia 

The Underground 
Small Town in 
the Desert

Living above ground is so ingrained in 
us it seems strange to imagine that there 
might be people living underground. The 
small underground town of Coober Pedy, 
in southern Australia, is such a place. 
It was originally uninhabited, but the 
discovery of considerable opal deposits 
in 1915 resulted in the arrival of a large 
number of people with pickaxes in hand 
looking for instant riches. The blistering 
summer heat, with temperatures as high 
as 50°C, pushed the miners to construct 
their dwellings underground. As time 
passed, these underground caves were 
dug larger and larger, and the area turned 
into a renowned underground city. This 
underground city in one of the most 
inhospitable locations on earth enjoys 
year-round temperatures of around 
26°C, proving that temperature control 
underground is much more effective than 
air conditioning and is also extremely 
comfortable.

Although people live underground in 
Coober Pedy, they still use modern appli-
ances in their homes. The town features all 
of the mod cons, a church, a museum, an 
art gallery, a coffee shop, and a pub, and 
even has a hotel for tourists looking for a 
taste of life underground. The opal mined 
in the town is the main source of income 
for its 3,500 residents, the majority of 
whom work in the industry.

 The Villages, USA 

The largest retirement 
village in the world

The Villages is an age-restricted 
community located in Florida, USA. With 
more than 100,000 elderly residents, this 
is the largest retirement community in 
the world.

To cope with an aging population, 
Florida’s state government launched a 
novel old age care model, building an 
entire town for the elderly. This village, 
with an original population of just 800 
residents, has grown rapidly in the past 
two to three decades and continues to 
do so today. This retirement town is now 
larger than Manhattan and is gradually 
approaching the size of Paris, but the 
majority of its inhabitants are retirees in 
their fifties and sixties.

Why is this town so popular amongst 
the elderly? Its entertainment facilities 
and community atmosphere counter the 
loneliness felt by people in their twilight 
years. It has forty to fifty golf courses, a 
performing arts center with seating for 
more than 1,000 people, and various 
types of tennis courts, swimming centers, 
and one hundred miles of small roads 
suitable for golf carts. The town has in 
excess of 1,000 bars for these seniors to 
while away the night. Each evening, local 
residents share a few drinks and dance at 
the nearby squares.

In addition, The Villages commercial 
district boasts a theme park, similar to a 
Disneyland for senior citizens, as well as 
more than 2,700 community clubs which 
cater to every need, such as the Karate 
Lifestyle Club and the Original Village 
Belly Dancers. The overwhelming major-
ity of the elderly here hone their skills at 
these clubs, and some even attend several 
dozen club activities per day, giving them 
plenty of things to do.

According to the rules, more than 80% 
of the homes must be occupied by at least 
one person above the age of 55. Apart 
from specific exemptions, those under the 
age of 19 are not permitted to reside in the 
village for more than thirty days per year.

 Shoyna, Russia 

The town ‘playing lost’

Situated in northern Nenets 
Autonomous Okrug, on Russia’s Kanin 
Peninsula, Shonya can be said to be the 
most dangerous small town in the world. 
Its three hundred inhabitants open their 
doors and windows every night before 
going to sleep. This is not because the 
locale enjoys superlative safety, but 
because of a latent danger of extreme 
proportions: they are afraid to be buried 
in sand in their sleep.

Its proximity to the Arctic Circle has 
given the town the title of the world’s 
northernmost desert. Although located 
near the White Sea, the place does not 
benefit from the usual coastal scenery, for 
the whole town has been gradually encir-
cled and encroached by sand. The reason 
for such a phenomenon is that Shoyna is a 
typical sand town, with enormous coastal 
winds and waves which accelerate the 
inland march of the coastal sand dunes. 
This poses a certain degree of threat to 
the town, and, sometimes, in the course of 
one night, the town will be buried in sand, 
as if it disappeared. The villagers therefore 
usually open their windows and doors to 
facilitate their escape and guard against 
being buried alive in their sleep. Each 
time the town ‘disappears’, the residents 
bring it back to life with excavators.

Why do people continue to live there? 
Originally, Shoyna was a bustling fishing 
village. A group of fishermen settled there 
in the 1930s, and the place had already 
grown into a relatively large fishing village 
by the 1950s, with a population in excess 
of 1.500 and more than 70 fishing boats. 
However, overfishing and the destruction 
of the nearby marine ecosystem resulted 
in the tragedy of encroaching sand.

The majority of villagers moved away. 
Those who remained have become 
accustomed to the environment, and their 
livelihood is mainly dependent on unem-
ployment benefits and retirement pension, 
as well as some hunting on the side.

 Colma, USA 

The Tomb of San 
Fransisco

Colma is a quiet town in California, 
USA, and home to 1.700 living souls, with 
another 1.5 million dead souls lying in a 
state of eternal rest. The dead outnumber 
the living by one thousand to one. Colma 
was first a designated cemetery, and as 
such, the majority of the land there serves 
as burial grounds.

At the beginning of the twentieth 
century, the gold fever that struck the 
American West drew in mining business-
men and miners from all over the world 
looking to strike it rich. This constant 
stream of people created an abundance 
of labor and increased the incidence of a 
good number of diseases, the outbreaks 
of which made the number of death toll 
swell. San Francisco’s growth required 
vast tracts of land, and as burials were not 
permitted within city limits, several ceme-
teries were relegated to outside the city.

Colma began to build its cemetery in 
1892 when the archbishop Patrick chose 
a new location in the valley to serve as a 
Roman Catholic cemetery, just five miles 
from San Francisco’s southern boundary. 
Data shows that 75 new dead bodies 
arrive at Colma per day, leading to this 
small town gaining the names of “silent 
city”, “soul city”, or “death city”. Even the 
town’s official website playfully states that 
“It’s great to be alive in Colma.”
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Fly
IN COMMUNITY

Te x t  Stella

I
n a beautiful residential area in Florida, USA, 
there are houses of different styles with one or 
more planes parked in front. The main road is 
neat and wide and leads directly to a completely 

renovated runway adjacent to the community, where 
planes can take off and land. Almost all of these 
planes are privately owned by the residents. Every 
day, they drive the planes from their house to take off 
at the runway and fly to their destination. Highways 
in the small town enable planes to fly directly from 
the airport to the residents’ homes, while signs 
remind people and drivers that planes have priority 
on the roads. That is to say, cars have to make way 
for planes. This is the daily life of the aviation town 
of Spruce Creek.

Like ordinary residential areas, most of the hous-
es there are homes where residents live and are not 
meant for commercial purposes. Unlike a traditional 
community, however, the airpark town also needs to 
provide facilities and equipment for flying, such as 
an airport, a runway, a taxiway, hangars, parking 
aprons, as well as flight clubs and a fixed-base opera-
tor (FBO).

“Making flying an indispensable part of daily life” 
is the core value of this residential aviation town, also 
known as a “fly-in community”. There is no doubt 
that the vast majority of people who have settled 
there or intend to do so are awfully keen on flying. 
For this reason, the aviation town is also called the 
“home of pilots”. There is a very strong flying atmo-
sphere and culture there. Residents are often very 
friendly and form a close-knit community because 
they share the same interest and expertise in flying. 
They can fly their beloved planes to a tourist destina-
tion on weekends, share flight experiences and stories 
over afternoon tea or during community activities, 

or help each other with flight skills, aircraft mainte-
nance, flight safety, etc.

Airport facilities and flight equipment are the top 
priorities of the town. Some airports connected to 
the fly-in community are local public airports, but 
many aviation towns have their own airports, which 
can be used only by local residents and are off-limits 
to outsiders. The runways of the airports are usually 
fully renovated and conform to the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s (FAA) regulations on and require-
ments for airworthy airports. The taxiway connected 
to the runway leads to every family in the aviation 
town. A  hangar comes standard in the community's 
houses, and the town also provides public parking 
aprons and ground locks.

Spruce Creek Airport, a US Navy Airport built 
in 1943, was handed over to the local government 
after World War II and sold to a private owner for 
commercial development in the 1970s. Today, the 
airport has a 1214-meter runway, two FBOs, more 
than 600 houses with hangars that are connected 
to the airport runway, a championship-level golf 
course, as well as several fancy restaurants and clubs. 
The whole community is fenced off from the outside 
world and has a 24-hour patrol service.

The unique lifestyle of the aviation town attracts 
more and more flight enthusiasts, and living there has 
become a symbol of wealth to some extent. In reality, 
not all of the people who live there are rich, and many 
are middle-class. There are flight enthusiasts from all 
walks of life such as pilots, air traffic controllers, busi-
nessmen, lawyers or retirees. Besides, many celebrities 
like the lifestyle and privacy of the fly-in community. 
Hollywood star John Travolta has been living there 
with his private plane, and Tom Cruise was also a 
resident during the filming of “Top Gun”.

TIPS
The concept of aviation town first 
appeared in the United States. After 
the Second World War, there were 
large numbers of abandoned military 
airports in the country, and many 
retired pilots gathered there. Over 
time, airport-centered flight enthusiast 
communities, also known as residential 
aviation towns, started being built 
there. Flying became a way of life for 
people in these areas. Ample airport 
resources and a large population of 
pilots have served as an impetus to 
the emergence and development of 
American aviation towns.
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Hainan China’s Best Kept Secret
China, with its vast territory and numerous 
peoples, long history and fascinating cultures, 
is a dream destination for countless travelers. 
Hainan, the southernmost part of the country, is a 
tropical island that differs from any other region of 
mainland China. There, you will find many unique 
cultural traditions, all gathered in this fascinating 
vacation paradise!

Te x t  Hainan Tourism Promotion Center
T ra n s la t or  Nicki Johnson

H
ainan is China’s only 
tropical island prov-
ince. This beautiful, 
mysterious island enjoys 

balmy temperatures, deep blue 
seas, lush rainforests, and a local 
culture found nowhere else in the 
world. Looking to try something 
completely new this year? Want to 
start 2019 with a trip to a place 
like no other? Head to Hainan!

Ocean Paradise, Dream 
Destination

The 1,944-kilometer-long coast-
line stretching all the way around 
the island offers sandy beaches, 
dazzling vistas, and plenty of 
ice cold coconuts. Stay in one of 
Hainan’s 9 coastal resort areas 
or 18 beautiful bays, where you’ll 
be spoiled for choice among the 
island’s 159 five-star hotels. 

Haitang Bay,  
the National Coast

You’ll find everything you need 
for the perfect, relaxing vacation 
in Haitang Bay. Many of the 
world’s top high-end luxury hotel 
brands have built hotels along the 
coast there, including the Pacific 
Rim’s first Atlantis Resort. You 
also won’t want to miss a visit 
to the world’s largest duty-free 
mall, the Haitang Bay Duty-Free 
Shopping Center!

Riyue Bay, Surfing Hotspot

Laid-back Riyue Bay is known 
as China’s best surfing beach, 
where you can catch a great wave, 
relax by the pool with a beer, 
or hop on your skateboard and 
shred until the sun comes up. 
Clear waters welcome surfers and 
swimmers all year long, and the 
ISA World SUP and Paddleboard 
Championship, the Wanning 
International Surfing Competition, 
and many other top-level interna-
tional competitions are held there  
every winter.

Deep in the Rainforest

Seen from the air, Hainan, 
which has a forest coverage 
of 62.1%, is a circle of green 
surrounded by the many shifting 
blues of the sea. Hainan is the 
southernmost part of China, and 
is the country’s largest tropical 
area, boasting ten national level 
nature reserves, nine national 
forest parks and linked coastal 
wetlands, giving nature lovers 
more wonders than they could 
explore in a lifetime. 

Yanoda Tropical  
Rainforest Park

Yanoda is like an outdoor rain-
forest museum, where visitors can 
see the beauty of Hainan’s original 
tropical rainforests for themselves, 
by hiking the boardwalk paths 
through the lush jungle, or flying 
over it on Asia’s longest rainfor-
est zipline, soaring into the sky 
on clifftop swings, or putting on 
traditional Hainan straw sandals 
and grabbing onto a rope to pull 
themselves up a waterfall deep in 
the heart of the rainforest.  

Sanya Yalong Bay Tropical 
Paradise Rainforest Park

This is Hainan’s first coastal 
mountain ecological sightseeing 
and vacation forest park, and 
has recently added China’s first 
seaview observation glass plat-
form high above sparkling Yalong 
Bay. Are you brave enough to give 
it a try? 

Jianfengling National  
Forest Park

Recognized as one of China’s 
10 most beautiful forest parks, 
Jianfengling has it all, from 
challenging hikes up the soaring 
peaks, vast swathes of old, giant 
trees draped in tangled vines, 
numerous birds and butterflies, the 
aptly named Heaven Lake, covered 
in curling mists each morning, and 
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little wooden cabins dotting the 
forested slopes. 

Traditional Cultures of 
the Island Peoples

Hainan is not only a heart 
stoppingly beautiful tropical 
island, but also home to sever-
al unique cultural traditions, 
including the Li brocades, the folk 
music of Danzhou, and Hainan 
opera, mingling with Hainan’s 
rich history, oceangoing tradi-
tions, the South Seas culture, the 
differing local traditions of each 

village and town, the gifts of 
returning overseas Chinese and 
the influence of mainland China 
to create Hainan’s unique blend of 
island life found nowhere else in 
the world.

Li Minority Culture

The Li people arrived in 
Hainan by canoe over 5,000 
years ago, becoming the first 
known inhabitants of the island. 
Their traditional weaving, 
dying, and embroidery arts are 
recognized as one of the world’s 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

items, and the Li people’s unique 
rainforest inspired cuisine, includ-
ing three color rice, Shanlan rice 
wine, and bamboo rice with wild 
meat and vegetables are not to 
be missed. 

South Seas Culture

The people of Hainan were the 
first from China to travel exten-
sively in the South Seas area, 
and many of these successful 
travelers returned to Hainan to 
build grand homes, schools, and 
temples in their native land. The 
influence of the South Seas can 
be seen in the architecture across 
the island, from northern Puqian 
Town in Wenchang to southern 
Sanya’s ancient Yacheng Town, 
each featuring Qilou, or arcade 
style buildings mixing Eastern and 
Western traditions, and tells the 
tale of long ago journeys across the 
seas and back again. 

Each Hainan vacation comes 
with unlimited amounts of healing 
sunshine, worry-free blue skies, 
and enough rolling ocean waves 
to wash away all the cares and 
concerns of even the busiest life. 
Available throughout summer, fall, 
winter, and spring. 

Tips

Celebrate Chinese New Year in a completely 
new way here in the tropics, where each 
village holds different ceremonies, parades, 
events, and celebrations from the next. 

Hainan currently has 57 international direct 
routes to Asian, Australian, and European 
destinations, including London, Sydney, 
Singapore, Moscow, and more, as well as 32 
weekly flights to Hong Kong, making travel 
easy and convenient.

Hainan has the most open and relaxed 
borders in China, and on May 1st implement-
ed a Visa-Free Entry Policy for citizens of 59 
countries, allowing visitors from around the 
world to tour the island visa-free when flying 
direct to Hainan. For detailed information 
on this policy, please scan the QR Code, and 
enjoy your hassle-free Hainan vacation!

Hainan Visa Free 
& Visa on Arrival 
Policy Guide

Hainan Official 
Tourism Information 
Website
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Y
ang Xiaojing 
is a native of 
Dalian — one 
of the most 

relaxed and livable cities 
in Northeast China. After 
graduating from a university 
in Beijing, she chose to return to 
her hometown. Yang now works at the 
Liaoning branch of Galaxy Futures 
Company, whose offices are north of 
Xinghai Square, the largest city square 
in Asia. “‘Xinghai’ literally means sea 
of stars. The shape of the central square 
looks like a star. That’s how it got its 
name,” Yang says. 

On the south end of this pictur-
esque square seats the Dalian 
Centenary Sculpture, a road of 1,000 

footprints. It represents 
the long journey 
requiring patience and 
composure that the 

city has gone through 
and signifies the road left 

ahead in the coming years.
What brought Yang back? The 

elegant squares with lush lawns, the 
tree-lined hilly streets radiating out 
from the squares at the center, the 
dotted colonial architectures, the 
female troopers, the crazy enthusiasm 
for football, the long seaside prom-
enade and the sea breeze that gently 
blows. She shared with Sky Times the 
allure and charm of this romantic city 
and offered some tips for those eager 
to explore it.

Te x t  Yang Xiaojing

WHILE THE 
SEA

GENTLY 
BLOWS

Breeze
Parks, squares and seaside resorts are all ideal places to relax. 

Personally, I like to kill time at Fisherman’s Wharf, a seaside community 
built in the style of an American East Coast town, with plenty of pleas-
ant coffee and wine shops. Bathed in sunshine, one can enjoy a calm and 
comforting moment observing massive flocks of seagulls wheeling and 
flying and sailing over the sea. Amber Bay is also a favorite of mine. Just 
a fifteen-minute drive from the city center, this picturesque stretch of 
coastline with its alluring beaches and towering rock formations offers 
an ideal place for dining and leisure away from noisy downtown. 

Where to go to start the exploration of this splendid city? Ask any 
local and they will tell you: “Binhai Road”. Binhai Road’s claim to fame 
is its spectacular views of mountains and sea, and its 20.99 km wooden 
boardwalk, the longest in the world. Dramatic headlands, deep bays, 
and sandy beaches are obvious attractions, but there are also parks, 
lighthouses and quaint villages.

Tram 201, whose history can be traced back to 1909. It’s not just an 
important means of transportation but also a historical testimony of 
this century-old city. The well-preserved tram still shuttles through the 
bustling modern city today, while the vintage appearance, the wooden 
doors, and the copper handrails bring people back to the early 20th 
century. 

Wanbao Seafood, Zihang Seafood, Enjoy Ocean, etc. These local 
restaurants have large tanks with live fish and seafood. You can choose 
from them and tell the waiters how you want them cooked. Local people 
favora simple cooking style, as they believe in preservingthe ingredients’ 
original flavor.

Man Qiqi, a small Japanese restaurant renowned for Unagi Donburi 
(grilled eel with sweet soy sauce on steamed rice served in a wooden 
bowl). There, you can enjoy the dish in three ways: asis, with wasabi, 
and with broth soup. The restaurant is only big enough for a dozen 
customers, so remember to book in advance.

How does one 
spend a day like a 
local in Dalian?

What are the 
city’s must-see 
attractions?

What is the best-
kept secret away 
from the tourist 
trail?

Where do you take 
guests to taste 
Dalian cuisine?

Which restaurant 
is your personal 
favorite?
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The Qingniwa area, close to Dalian Railway Station, is the 
commercial landmark and the city’s fashion hub. A number of 
large department stores and malls make it the busiest shopping 
center in the city. Parkland, Mykal, and Pavilion are popular 
choices in this area.

It’s hard to choose between the blooming sakura in the 
spring and the intoxicating midsummer night.

Where do you 
shop for fashion?

When is the best 
time to visit?

At night, listening to live music at Hertz Bar is de rigueur 
for trendy expats, music lovers, and local hipsters. Nice atmo-
sphere, reasonably priced beer, live performances bylocal and 
foreign bands, and excellent sound system…What more could 
you ask for?

The alpine slide in Labour Park. It has existed in the city for 
years but few people know about it. A leisurely scenic ride on 
the cable car precedes the thrills you’ll feel as you hop on the 
sled and speed down in the fresh mountain air through slopes, 
straightaways and, of course, S-turns. Every sled is equipped 
with a brake, so you will be in control of your speed. 

What does a 
typical night out 
involve?

What is your 
latest great find?

VENUES WORTH VISITING

DALIAN FOREST ZOO
Located in a pleasant mountainous 

environment in the south end of the city, 
Dalian Forest Zoo covers an area of 7.2 
square kilometers. Built in 1997, it has 
already undergone a few renovations, 
and extra structures have been added 
over the years in order to house new 
animal facilities.

With more than 1,000 animals of 

130 different species, including some 
rare or endangered ones, this zoo is a 
perfect place for an educational walk 
for children, or even adults. A cable car 
that connects the eastern and western 
parts of the zoo offers a great view from 
above. Animals can be spotted both 
in cages and running free in a peculiar 
type of safari.

  8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in winter time 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. in summer time

  No.60 Yingchun Road, Nanshidao Street, Xigang District, Dalian

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

DALIAN.DALIAN
This specialty restaurant located 

on level 46 of Grand Hyatt Dalian 
will provide you with a new level 
of entertainment and dining, with 
elements that you can’t normally 
find in typical Chinese restaurants. 
Featuring predominantly Northern 

Chinese cuisine, this establishment is a 
fun place, where dishes are meant for 
sharing while watching the skilled chefs 
full in action. It brings a new dimension 
to tasting Peking duck, prepared in 
traditional wood-fired ovens.  

  Lunch 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Dinner 5:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

  46F, No. 33 C 3 Zone, Xinghai Square, Dalian

DRINKS WORTH SIPPING

VIVA
VIVA bar is situated on level 47, on 

the rooftop of Grand Hyatt Dalian. It 
is an exclusive venue to enjoy great 
cocktails and wines with a marvelous 
view of the landscape, the ocean and 
Xinghai Square.

If you don’t know what to choose, 
we recommend the Sunset cocktail, 
which blends vodka with strawberry, 
grapefruit,  and lychee juice. The fruity 
fragrance will wake up your taste buds. 

  Sunday to Thursday 5:30 p.m. - 1:00 a.m. Friday and Saturday 5:30 p.m. - 2:00 a.m.

  47F, No. 33 C 3 Zone, Xinghai Square, Dalian

Wine and Dine at
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Te x t  Patsy Yang

IN THE AIR 
AND IN THE 

CITY OF LIGHT

A
ny frequent traveler 
flying through inter-
national airports, 
exploring ever-chang-

ing destinations, is constantly on 
the lookout for upgraded expe-
riences, insight, exclusivity, and 
effortlessness.

Hainan Airlines has recently 
changed the way discerning travel-
ers view business class journeys by 
bringing luxury hotel experiences 
to the sky.

My recent trip from Xi’an to 
Paris on Hainan Airlines has 
proved their partnership with 
Sofitel is surely something to be 
boasted about.

Upon boarding, I was warmly 
welcomed, had my jacket taken, 
and was offered a choice of drinks, 
including champagne.

I worked for a while and then 
reclined the seat. The ultimate 
sleep-time bliss with the luxuri-
ous Sofitel MyBed bedding took 

my in-flight experience to greater 
heights. I was offered to prepare 
my full bedding with Sofitel’s 
signature products.

A luxury of rest and comfort 
began right in the air, even before 
my stay at one of Sofitel’s iconic 
hotels in Paris. Sofitel MyBed is a 
high-end sleep concept bolstered 
by its popularity amongst guests 
across the globe.

Hainan Airline is also ranked 
eighth in the Global Airlines 
Top 10 list and was awarded 
the World’s Best Business Class 
Comfort Products for its inflight 
cabin service offerings.

I was truly rejuvenated when I 
landed, just the way I needed to 
be during my short three-day trip 
in Paris.

The ever-evolving capital of 
France is home to incomparable 
gastronomy and an exceptional art 
scene, and today, it’s buzzing with 
a new energy.

Luxury 
The drive from the airport to 

Sofitel Paris Le Faubourg revealed 
a buzzing cityscape emerging 
through a hazy sunrise.

Staying at Sofitel Paris Le 
Faubourg meant returning to the 
ultra-comfort of MyBed. Besides, 
the location in the 8th arrondisse-
ment is at the heart of a district 
synonymous with Parisian fashion. 
The neighborhood is a veritable 
feast for fashionistas.

However, it’s the city’s art and 
food that have always drawn me 
back. The first thing I did after I 
landed was to check the current 
art scene.

Once known for its stuffy tradi-
tional art scene, Paris is emerging 
as a hot contemporary art center 
with a spate of high-profile 
museum openings, art fairs and 
exhibitions all year long.

Contrary to the idea that all 

Paris has to offer are the classic 
works from its world-famous 
Musee du Louvre and Musee 
d’Orsay, the city is a new artistic 
destination both in terms of its 
heritage and its contemporary art 
scene. New museums and foun-
dations are opening every year 
to contribute to the city’s strong 
cultural offering.

An industrial building in Le 
Marais district was transformed 
into Lafayette Anticipations, a 
foundation with artistic ambitions 
opened by Guillaume Houze, 
the heir to the Galeries Lafayette 
department store group. The 
foundation is designed to encour-
age creativity, and invited artists 
are given the time, space and tools 
they need in a hi-tech production 
workshop. The main goal is to 
support and give a platform to 
young and emerging artists.
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Louis Vuitton Foundation is 
another must-visit place whose 
iconic building was designed by 
Frank Gehry. Bernard Arnault, 
France’s richest man and head of 
the luxury brand group LVMH, 
also endeavors to present Paris 
with an extraordinary space for 
art and culture.

One of my favorite modern 
museums is Palais de Tokyo. It 
houses some of the most cutting-
edge contemporary art in Europe, 
including mind-blowing instal-
lations, films, and performances 
that are always immersive. During 
my stay, I had the opportunity to 
visit Tomas Saraceno’s On Air solo 
exhibition.

It’s impossible to visit all the 
art venues and exhibitions in 
this enormous city, so every art 
lover needs to do their homework 
beforehand.

Like the art scene, the gastro-
nomic capital for state-of-the-art 
French cuisine is moving towards 
new ideas beyond its proud nation-
al traditions.

Passing by the ever-trendy Le 
Marais district, Maison Plisson 
is a new foodie hot spot integrat-
ing a refined grocery store and 
restaurant concept geared towards 
cool diners.

Beaupassage, in the 7th 
arrondissement, is another gour-
met destination occupying a spot 
between Boulevard Raspail and 
Rues de Grenelle and Bac. It is 

the ideal place to while away an 
afternoon, with planted areas to 
stroll through and delicious food 
to taste.

Occupying a showstopper of a 
terrace with a direct view of the 
Eiffel Tower, Girafe is probably 
the most talked-about restaurant 
at the moment and has already 
seduced the most fashionable 
crowd in Paris.

Back at the hotel, a secret 
garden on the first floor is well 
hidden in the heart of Faubourg 
Saint-Honoré. Under the expert 
hands of head chef Alexandre 
Auger and pastry chef Shereen 
Khelif, fragrances and aromas 
joyfully carry a healthy and 
hedonistic cuisine. Blossom, 
inside Sofitel Paris Le Faubourg, 
offers seasonal produce, organ-
ic ingredients, and modern 
simplicity. It shows the trend of 
French cuisine towards a healthy, 
lighter approach to gastronomic 
creations.

Where to stay

Sofitel Paris Le Faubourg
The location offers the most 

prestigious sites of Paris: the 

Grand Palais, the Louvre, the 
Tuileries Gardens and the Champs 
Elysées. The hotel’s public spaces 
and its 147 guest rooms are all 
designed to embody a Parisian 
spirit with a décor inspired 
by haute couture. The haute 
couture spirit is best reflected in 
its 37 suites designed by Didier 
Gomez. The intimate, soft and 
crystalline atmosphere created 
by Gomez embodies the spirit of 
Parisian luxury.

Sofitel Paris Arc de Triomphe
This hotel has all the modern 

comfort a traveler can hope 
for, with soft, soothing colors, 
sleek lines, and a subtle play 
of materials. It’s a thoroughly 
Parisian, lively address, particu-
larly thanks to the rhythm of its 
new restaurant “Les Cocottes,” 
in collaboration with chef 
Christian Constant. The chef 
proposes an authentic cuisine, 
with dishes prepared and served 
in “cocottes,” the famous Staub 
house cast-iron casseroles. Be 
ready to be tempted by the cara-
melized potatoes stuffed with pigs 
feet cooked in the cocotte and the 
fabulous chocolate tart.

Te x t  Mina Yan

W
ashington, DC, 
is one of the first 
places I’ve ever 
visited as a child. I 

loved everything about this city, 
from its history to the passion 
and resounding patriotism that 
could be felt everywhere you went. 
Regardless of their political stance 
or who currently resides in the 
White House, Washingtonians are 
proud of their home. Have 
a chat with them and 
they’ll happily share 
all their favorite 
hangouts with 
you. They’re 
eager for you 
to fall in 
love with 
their 
home 
the way 

they have.
Washington, DC, is home to 

some astonishingly talented chefs 
manning the kitchens of both 
expensive restaurants, like the two 
Michelin-starred Minibar by José 
Andrés, that pushes the limits of 
what is possible with food, and 
small dives satisfying hungry 

foodies 

with down-to-earth tasty bites 
night after night. 

As I venture away from 
the glitzy path of fine dining 
restaurants, I spent my week in 
Washington, DC, discovering 
the best cheap eats where locals 
actually hang out at. Forget the 
Michelin Guide. My source of 
information is as authentic as it 
gets - actual Washingtonians who 

love to eat. 
While some cities have a 
specific dish associated 

with them, like fresh 
benyas and New 

Orleans, sour-
dough bread 

bowls and San 
Francisco, or 
deep-dish 
pizza and 
Chicago, 

Washingtonian
Eat Like a Real

Photo by Eduardo Roda Lopes
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Washington, 
DC, doesn’t have just 
one food that represents it. 
DC is more like a melting pot that 
welcomes cuisines from all around 
the world and adds its own flavor 
to them. 

One of the trends that slowly 
became a DC staple is the love for 
Ethiopian food. It’s exotic, abso-
lutely delicious, and undeniably 
addictive. In the 90s, the trend 
was all about hip new Indian 
restaurants. Today, that same 
fascination has been given to 
Ethiopian food. From names that 
most diners are unfamiliar with 
and exciting flavor combinations, 
to the option of eating with your 
hands, they give you that slight 
flare of worldly exoticness that 
adds a sparkle to your weekend. 

I discovered DAS Ethiopian 

Cuisine 
by accident. 
Located slightly off the 
populated streets of Georgetown, 
this small restaurant makes you 
feel welcome. Black and white 
photos of Ethiopia adorn the 
walls, and an entirely Ethiopian 
staff is more than eager to tell you 
about the nation’s culture and 
language and help you navigate 
your way through the menu. 

When it comes to Ethiopian 
food, I’m not going to pretend 
to be an expert. While I grew up 
with Sichuan hot pot as a regular 
go-to comfort food, even I wasn’t 
ready for this kind of spiciness. 
Unlike your typical hot sauce that 

packs a punch 
and goes down smoothly, this felt 
like dry heat in my mouth and left 
a strong lingering aftertaste. Don’t 
get me wrong, when I found my 
composure back, I couldn’t wait to 
go in for another bite. Ethiopian 
food is typically a meat, fish, or 
vegetarian stew called wat. Locals 
eat it without cutlery, mopping it 
with injera, which is a sourdough 
flatbread made of teff flour. The 
food was fantastic, and eating 
with my hands gave the dinner a 
sensual touch.  

If there’s one thing that the 

locals kept 
recommending, it was cupcakes. 
More specifically, Georgetown 
Cupcake, a small shop that 
apparently made “life-changing” 
desserts. 

Now, I’m no stranger to trendy 
hype foods that frankly leave you 
confused as to the reason behind 
their popularity, so I was a bit 
apprehensive. In Beijing, where 
I’m from, Hey Tea makes a bubble 
milk tea that you literally have to 
wait hours for.

This must-have dessert gained 
its popularity back in 2010 

through 
a reality TV 

show called DC Cupcakes. 
After that, they’ve appeared in 
a few cooking reality shows and 
the name stuck. It originated as 
one bakery on Potomac Street but 
has since expanded to 6 different 
locations across the US.

Although there’s nothing new 
about a cupcake, the ones that 
Georgetown Cupcake makes are 
delicious. They offer a variety 
of flavors, from classics like red 
velvet, carrot cake, and chocolate 
to more exotic ones like gluten-
free peanut butter fudge. One bite 
and I get the appeal. The cakes are 
fresh, moist, and the icing simply 

melts 
in your 

mouth. They 
add a bit of fun to 

their stores by offering a 
“secret flavor” that changes on 
a daily basis and that’s available 
only to the first 100 customers, 
keeping their food trend status 
alive and thriving on social 
media. They’re not over the top 
with their decorations. No crazy 
paper cups and no mountain-sized 
frosting that, let’s face it, is just 
unnecessary. The cupcakes are 
minimalistic and girly with their 
simple frosting swirl. At $3.50 a 
cake, they’re a cheap snack and 
give you a taste of a common 
dessert that DC has made its own. 

While we’re on a sweet tooth 
roll, the next DC up-and-com-
ing trendy dessert to hit social 
media is The Dough Jar. Growing 
up, the best part about baking 

4 14 0

T ra vel



DAS Ethiopian Cuisine

1201 28th St NW,
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 333-4710

Georgetown Cupcake

3301 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20007
(202)-333-8448

The Dough Jar

1332 Wisconsin Ave NW
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 657-0019

&Pizza

1005 E St NW
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 839-8576 

cookies at home was getting to 
lick the batter. The Dough Jar 
takes you back to your sweet 
childhood memories (minus the 
risk of getting salmonella from 
raw eggs). They serve a whole 
variety of cookie dough flavors, 
like the classic snickerdoodle, 
oatmeal raisin, peanut butter, and 
chocolate chip, as well as seasonal 
flavors such as gingerbread and 
peppermint mocha, only available 
in winter. Each bite is a sugary 
throwback to your childhood 
days. I would, however, advise you 
to temper your enthusiasm and 
not go overboard when ordering. 
Their scoops are fairly large.

A foodie discovery tour isn’t 
complete without some comfort 
food, and America’s all-time 
comfort food gets a DC makeover 
at &pizza. There are so many 

types of pizzas, and if you’re a 
die-hard fan of a giant New York 
slice or a Chicago deep dish, then 
this isn’t the place for you. &pizza 
is more similar to the authentic 
Italian dish than to the American 
version. The small get in, get out 
pizza joint serves up long thin 
crust pizzas with your choice of 
cheese and toppings. At about 
$10 a pie, they’re relatively small, 
but the flavors are great, and the 
crisp fresh organic flatbread is 
fantastic. If you’re open-minded 
when it comes to new toppings 
and shapes, then you might just 
discover your favorite new pie at 
this trendy joint. 

Washington, DC, is a foodie’s 
dream. Skip the chain restaurants 
and give a local eatery a chance 
to impress you. You never know 
what you’ll discover.

Photo by Thomas Tucker
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Eribus, tem et 
vendamus et 
quid et et dem 
corit et que non 
nis pe id maios 
nihilis ea qui 
denihilibus sercia 
sit eatiunda aut

Planting a tree around the house is not just for providing shade, 
but is also entrusted with hopes of happiness and good health of 
the family.

Hutong Stroll
Spectacular Celebration of Life
Te x t  &  P h o t o s  Blanca Li 

not only urban excitement but also a kind of spiri-
tual charm. An aesthetic ashen wall, a few morning 
glories peeking over the wall of a yard, a neglected 
roof thatched with weeds, a toy car lying about the 
porch, or a flowery curtain glowing in the evening 
lights. These enchanting aspects make the city seem 
all the more vivacious and bustling.

How down-to-earth! The mundane intricacies of 
daily life might seem chaotic and discordant, but 
they instill in people a warm feeling of beauty. Life, 
with all its chores and perfunctoriness, is just there, 
real and settled. Along with all its beauties, life 
belongs to those with heart, the world you see is the 
manifestation of your mind.

The Old Beijing was designed to make life easier – 
the streets were planned like a chessboard to prevent 

You may come across 
gate piers when passing 
many quadrangle 
courtyards in China. They 
not only fasten the door 
frame, but also showcase 
the owner’s status.

E
very day after work, I change out of my office 
attire into something more comfortable and 
throw myself from the bustling CBD into the 
hutongs inside the Second Ring Road, mirror-

less camera in hand. After the sunset, it feels like 
plunging into the blue Arctic Ocean having spent an 
entire day at the sauna.

When I stroll in the hutongs, I find a certain 
peace, a calming of chaotic emotions and thoughts 
from the day.

This habit, I’ve kept for two years already. As a 
Beijinger, born and raised, I’ve ventured into many of 
the city’s nooks and crannies that had been unknown 
to me for almost 40 years.

Exploring the hutongs, I fell in love with street 
photography. Beijing’s old district is infused with 
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Screen wall has been 
part of the traditional 
Chinese architecture 
for a long time. With 
the wall inside the 
gate, the courtyard can 
not be seen directly 
from the outside. It 
is also believed that 
the screen wall may 
protect the house from 
evil spirits. 

Fruit store in 
Hutong. Small 
business has 
provided 
convenience 
for residents in 
Hutong.

people from getting lost. Courtyard houses, temples, 
and pagodas are everywhere, and restaurants and 
convenience stores abound, ensuring that ordinary 
folks only need to walk short distances and live a 
hassle-free life.

All those families coming in and out of the same 
door, all the joy and sorrow of multiple generations 
interwoven… The courtyards were, of course, crowd-
ed, and living conditions weren’t the best, but it was 
nevertheless particularly well organized despite the 
crudeness and congestion – a dozen families living 
together but not encroaching upon each other.

Exploring the hutongs at dinnertime makes for the 
most torturous walk! Following the aroma is one of 
the fun things I enjoyed doing in the hutongs. Out 
of each window comes a delicious smell. I remember 
one particular courtyard. It was dinnertime alright, 
and I watched as the lady of the house brought out 
a big bowl of braised pork from the kitchen. It smelt 
so good… I can picture that dish in front of me 
right now.

The hutongs are inhabited by the most authentic 
and ordinary Beijingers. Once, I was walking by a 
courtyard near the East FourthRing Road and saw 
three shirtless men shoot the breeze by their door. 
One of them said, “If oil can’t come from Russia 
anymore, where can we get it from?”. This is how we 
Beijing men are. There might be things that we don’t 
know, but that doesn’t prevent us from worrying 
about them. “It doesn’t matter that we live in narrow 
hutongs or that the courtyards are cramped. One can 

to launch the “Stroll Around Old Beijing Program: 
Phase II – Hutong Observation”, with support from 
the Communist Youth League of China’s Xicheng 
division’s “Qingqiao Program”. Participants were 
to go to six hutongs each in different areas of Old 
Beijing and record their findings by taking photos 
of the hutongs and individual buildings and docu-
menting the business conditions of the hutongs and 
their talks with the locals. More than 50 volun-
teers explored hutongs and recorded their findings, 
providing invaluable information for urban planning 
and cultural heritage. The experience made me feel 
like I had finally done something for my hometown.

If one says that Beijing has gotten old, then the 
hutongs are the city’s wrinkles and the source of 
its beauty. If one says that Beijing is still young, 
then the hutongs are the roots providing nutrients 
to its blossoming flowers. Catering to hipsters and 
commercialization in general will only make Beijing 
vulgar. To me, Beijing is most beautiful when it’s 
spectacularly bustling.

find heaven and earth in douzhi and a whole universe 
in zhajiangmian!” This is real talk from big-hearted, 
free-spirited, outgoing, and affable Beijingers.

Many people study the hutongs, mostly concern-
ing themselves with the history of the houses. As a 
history buff, I’m deeply interested in the past and 
culture. In the capital, every hutong and courtyard 
tells a story, having borne witness to the tumultuous 
past. However, I sometimes wonder what makes 
Beijing so enchanting? The royalty and aristocracy? 
The ups and downs of dynasties? Of course. Yet, the 
past is the past, and we now live in the modern age. 
Hutongs are the veins of Beijing, and I yearn to find 
in them the city’s spirit: tolerance, big-heartedness, 
equanimity; the mundane and the ordinary.

This summer, I finally became an actual hutong 
stroll volunteer by participating in the Stroll Around 
Old Beijing Program.

In June 2018, the Beijing Cultural Heritage 
Protection Center (CHP) was authorized by the 
national urban planning bureau’s Xicheng division 
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Photo by Giuseppe Famiani

T
owns are generally larger than villages but 
smaller than cities, though the criteria to 
distinguish them vary considerably between 
different parts of the world.

In some cases, “town” is an alternative name 
for “city” or “village” (especially a larger village). 
Sometimes, the word “town” is short for “township”. 
In general, towns can nowadays be differentiated 
from townships, villages, or hamlets on the basis of 
their economic character, in that most of a town’s 
population will tend to derive their living from manu-
facturing industry, commerce, and public services 
rather than primary industry such as agriculture or 
related activities.

A l l  O v e r  “ T o w n ” 
Te x t  Fannie 
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Photo by John Christian Fjellestad

In Australia, towns or “urban centre localities” are 
commonly understood to be those centers of population not 
formally declared to be cities and having a population in excess 
of about 200 people. Centers too small to be called towns are 
generally understood to townships.

In Japan, city status was traditionally reserved for only a 
few particularly large settlements. Over time, however, the 
necessary conditions to be a city have been watered down, 
and today, the only loose rules that apply are having a popu-
lation of over 50,000, with over 60% of the population in the 
“city center”.
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In Norway, “city” and “town” both 
translate to “by”, even if a city may be 
referred to as “storby” (“large town”). They 
will all be part of and administered as a 
“commune” (“municipality”). In Nordic 
countries, a minimum of 200 people need to 
reside in the same geographic area, and in 
Norway the spacing between houses gener-
ally can’t be further apart than 50 meters, if 
the settlement is to receive “town status”.

In ancient China, a town is supposed to 
have waterways or thoroughfares, docks 
or waystations, and shopping streets. 
There should be such places as theaters, 
where local residents can kill time, as well 
as temples or pagodas, where minds can 
be appeased. It should be rich in natural 
resources that breed local businesses and 
draw merchants from afar. It is not coveted 
by an arbitrary government, and commerce 
grows fairly well. Without the interruption 
of insurgency or warfare, it takes a few 
years before a small town of hustle and 
bustle takes shape.

Towns seem to be overlooked by time and 
often exude endless romance. They are small 
but charming. If you visit a well-preserved, 
laid-back small town, you may be enticed to 
spend the rest of your life there. Photo by Tiplada Mekvisan
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The Red Past of New 
China’s Inception

C
hengnanzhuang, the 
nationally famous 
revolutionary base, is 
located 20km southwest 

of Fuping County in Baoding, 
Hebei. This village of over 200 
households enjoys a beautiful scen-
ery, sitting between the Yanzhi 
River in the south and Mt. Pusa in 
the north. This was where the first 
Anti-Japanese Base in Occupied 
Territory (ABOT) founded by the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) 
— the Jin-Cha-Ji Anti-Japanese 
Base Command — was located.

The Jin-Cha-Ji Anti-Japanese 
Base (JAB) was the largest and 
most populated ABOT in North 
China. During the Eight Years’ 
War of Resistance, the founding, 
reinforcement, and development of 
the JAB not only acted as a formi-
dable buttress for the country’s 
protracted war of resistance and 
a frontline base for tactical coun-
terattacks and the recovery of the 
lost Dongbei territories, but also 
delayed the Japanese invasion of 
Southeast Asia and South Asia. As 
such, it contributed greatly to the 
victory in World War II.

On this red land, many firsts 
were created. The first edition 
of the Selected Works of Mao 
Zedong was printed there, as 
were the first series of Renminbi 
banknotes. It is also where the 
People’s Daily, formerly The 
Jin-Cha-Ji Daily, expanded and 
flourished… Chengnanzhuang 
represented the reformation of an 
old society and the inception of a 
new one. It engendered the embry-
onic form of the New Chinese 
Government.

In light of its historical 
significance regarding the 
Second Sino-Japanese War 
and the Chinese Civil War, 
Chengnanzhuang’s unique 
status and achievements cannot 
be overlooked. Party history 
researchers are of the opinion 
that “New China came from 
Xibaipo, and Xibaipo started in 

Chengnanzhuang.”
After blood and toil, 

Chengnanzhuang sits quiet-
ly on the bank of the Yanzhi 
River, surrounded by green-
ery. The Jin-Cha-Ji Border 
Region Revolution Memorial 
Hall features old sites like the 
Jin-Cha-Ji Command Center and 
residences occupied by leaders like 
Mao Zedong perfectly preserved. 
The commemorative monolith 
bearing the words “Exemplary 
Anti-Japanese Base Jin-Cha-
Ji Border Region”, personally 
inscribed by Chairman Mao, lies 
in the plaza, welcoming each and 
every tourist.

North China was the heart of 
the resistance, but the heart 
of North China’s resistance’s 
lay in Chengnanzhuang

When the war of resistance 
broke out in 1937, the CPC’s 
Central Committee decided to 
launch an independent and auton-
omous guerrilla warfare behind 
enemy lines. On November 7, 
Jin-Cha-Ji Military District was 
established in Wutai County, 
Shanxi, making it the first 
ABOT. On November 18, the 
command center moved to Fuping 
County, settling on the bank of 
the Yanzhi River. During the 
Eight Years’ War of Resistance, 
the JAB eliminated more puppet 
troops than any other ABOT. The 
Jin-Cha-Ji troops and civilians 
battled puppet troops more than 
32,000 times and wounded over 
350,000 of them.

North China was the heart 
of the resistance, but the heart 
of North China’s resistance’s 
lay in Chengnanzhuang. The 
Jin-Cha-Ji troops and civilians 
showed great wisdom and cour-
age during difficult times and 
adopted many guerrilla tactics, 
leaving a lasting mark in the 
history of guerrilla warfare. 
According to Ran Baizheng, vice 

Te x t  Meng Li &  Meng Chenjing
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chairman and secretary general 
of the Baoding War of Resistance 
History Research Society, “Both 
the founding of the JAB and the 
guerrilla warfare inventions were 
of great historical significance for 
World War II. The Japanese army 
was disoriented and hampered by 
the guerrilla warfare, leading to a 
delay in their invasion of Southeast 
Asia and South Asia. From this 
perspective, great contributions 
were made, not only to the Asian 
theater, but also to the victory in 
World War II”.

Border region base, the most 
culturally advanced place

Fuping was the political, 
military, and cultural center of 
Jin-Cha-Ji. The JAB undertook 
many innovative missions, such 
as founding the Fuping County 

Democratic Government, host-
ing the Jin-Cha-Ji Border Region 
Military Political and Civil 
Congress to elect the Jin-Cha-
Ji Border Region Temporary 
Administrative Committee as the 
border region’s supreme authority. 

In September 1947, Dong 
Biwu — head of the North China 
Finance Agency — arrived in 
Fuping County’sNanyu Village 
from Xibaipo to oversee the 
Jin-Cha-Ji Border Region Printing 
Bureau. He tasked the bureau’s 
designers Wang Yijiu and Shen 
Naiyong with creating the first 
Renminbi banknote series. This 
first series fulfilled the needs of 
the nation’s economy during and 
after the War of Liberation. It 
also replaced the various curren-
cies that were circulating on the 
market of Old China.

The Jin-Cha-Ji Daily, founded 

by Deng Tuo, and the Jin-Cha-
Ji Pictorial, founded by Sha Fei, 
were indisputably the “cradle of 
Red Journalism”. In May 1944, 
the Jin-Cha-Ji Daily compiled and 
published the Selected Works of 
Mao Zedong in Malan Village of 
Fuping County. The editorial by 
Deng Tuo introduced the scientific 
concept of Maoism. He pointed 
out, “our past experiences in 
revolutionary struggle have taught 
us that to guarantee the victory of 
revolutionizing China, it is neces-
sary for all party comrades to 
unite thoroughly under Maoism.” 
This idea was identical to the 
doctrines of the Party Constitution 
that were passed by the Seventh 
National Congress of the CPC in 
June 1945.

The Jin-Cha-Ji Border Region 
is also known as the birthplace 
of Bethune internationalism. In 

March 1938, Canadian commu-
nist and physician Norman 
Bethune led his medical mission to 
China and saved tens of thousands 
of injured soldiers across many 
battlefields while under heavy fire. 
He passed away in Tang County 
in 1939, and Chairman Mao was 
so touched by his actions that he 
personally wrote, “a foreigner, of 
wholly pure intentions, takes the 
revolution of the Chinese people 
to be his own cause. What is this 
spirit? This is internationalism, 
this is the spirit of communism.” 
Inspired by his actions, people 
wishing to lend a hand to the 
Chinese cause, such as Indian 
physician Dwarkanath Kotnis and 
Austrian physician Richard Frey, 
devoted themselves to the War of 
Resistance.

The arrival of Mao Zedong, 
important changes of the 
Chengnanzhuang Congress

According to the literature 
from the Central Committee, 
Mao Zedong and his Central 
Committee and Military 
Commission crossed the Yellow 
River east on March 23, 1948, 
and arrived in the JAB on April 
13. From April 30 to May 7, 
the Secretariat of the CPC 
convened an expanded congress in 
Chengnanzhuang.

The other major action 
carried out by Mao Zedong at 
Chengnanzhuang was to order the 
liberation of Jinan and contact-
ing Liu Shaoqi, Zhou Enlai, and 
others at Xibaipo to let Shandong 
and other regions know the critical 
Battle of Jinan was about to start.
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Declaration of the May 
1st Workers’ Day Slogans, 
proclamation of the 
establishment of New China

Mao Zedong’s stay at 
Chengnanzhuang was around the 
time of the 1948 Workers’ Day. 
To unite the people of the nation, 
achieve victory in the revolution, 
establish a democratic coalition 
government, and found New 
China, Chairman Mao drafted the 
Slogans Commemorating the May 
1st Workers’ Day for the Central 
Committee at Chengnanzhuan. 
Late at night on April 30, Mao 
Zedong proofread the slogans for 
the last time and published them 
on the front page of Jin-Cha-Ji 
Daily’s first edition on May 1st.

Guiding the work of national 
land reform and party 
consolidation, China’s 
grassroots government 
model was proposed here

When Mao Zedong was in 
Fuping, he also edited and final-
ized his drafts of The Work 
of Land Reform and Party 
Consolidation in 1948 and 
Strategies on the Rural Work in 
the New Liberated Areas.

The land reform allowed peas-
ants to have their own land and 
become their own landlord, effec-
tively becoming liberated. It not 
only established the grassroots 
government model but also the 
foundation of New China.

New China came from 
Xibaipo but started in 
Chengnanzhuang

The publication of the May 1st 
Slogans and the support it garnered 

from the democratic parties infuri-
ated Chiang Kai-shek. In the early 
morning of May 18, 1948, as Mao 
Zedong was about to rest, two 
Kuomintang reconnaissance planes 
appeared above Chengnanzhuang 
before quickly departing. However, 
shortly thereafter, two bombers 
arrived. The command center’s 
courtyard was bombarded four 
times. Fortunately, Nei Rongzhen 
had brought Chairman Mao 
to the bomb shelter, and the 
latter emerged unscathed from 
the ordeal.

Between 1937 in 1948, the 
Jin-Cha-Ji Border Region was 
exemplary in the development of 
the party, political power, economy, 
and culture. It established a new 
democratic system and provided 
invaluable insights for the devel-
opment of New China’s political 
system. “If it is said that Xibaipo 
was where New China came from, 
then Chengnanzhuang was where 
New China made its first steps (…) 
Chengnanzhuang was where the 
CPC sent its first signal of establish-
ing New China,” said He Husheng, 
Party History professor at Renmin 
University of China.
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Te x t  XXX

VISION OF A BRIGHT
FUTURE FOR United
IN     CHINA “W

e are actually very 
excited because we’ve 
just announced a 
plan of new service 

in China”, Walter Dias, the Managing 
Director of Greater China & Korea, 
Sales for United Airlines, told Sky Times 
on November 2, 2018. The new service, 
scheduled to launch in June 2020, is United 
Airlines’ second route from New York to 
Shanghai, subject to government approval.

When talking about the China market, 
Dias has so much to say. “China is one of the 
most important international markets for 
United Airlines. We are very bullish about 
China’s future.” In his view, it is the greatest 
time to be in China because what the coun-
try has accomplished in the last 20 years is 
unprecedented in human history, and there is 
a very bright future for China going forward. 

According to statistics from CADAS, a 
Chinese data analysis website, the annual 
passenger flow of Sino-US routes reached 
7.95 million person-time in 2017, a 5.8 
percent increase compared with last year. 
Regarding the distribution of market 
shares between the two countries, the top 3 
airlines are United Airlines, Air China and 
China Eastern Airlines. “It is an honor to 
be able to serve customers in China. What 
we need to do is continuously improve our 
products,” Dias says.

32 years ago, United Airlines started 
offering flights to China. Today, it has the 
largest network between China and the 
US, with 94 non-stop flights per week from 
Beijing, Shanghai, Chengdu, Hong Kong 
and Taipei connecting the two countries. 

Dias has been at United for almost the same 
amount of time, 31 years. He witnessed the 
development, glory, stagnation, and recov-
ery of the world airline industry and United 
Airlines. 

“About two years ago, our performance 
became a little bit challenging.” In Dias’ 
view, the market is still very strong, but the 
growth of travel demand and capacity of 
airlines has not kept pace with the time. 

“If you look at the travel demand from 
China to the US, it’s kind of an upward 
line. Every year it goes higher and higher. 
But airlines cannot grow their capacity in 
the same smooth line. So, when an airline 
starts adding capacity, the market cannot 
catch up. It takes a few years for the market 
demand to catch back up, and as time goes 
by, it becomes equal again. And when the 
airline wants to grow again, it adds more 
seats and capacity, but demand doesn’t go 
up right away.” Dias explains what the situ-
ation was like two years ago, and called it a 
coffin corner, which means the capacity had 
shot up, but the demand was much smaller.  

This year, Dias is pleased with the 
performance of the China market for 
United Airlines. “It’s not the best, but it’s 
much better than it was last year and the 
year before. That’s why, when demand and 
capacity start becoming equal, you see an 
announcement like the one we made yester-
day to add some more flights,” he says.

Airlines is an industry about people, and 
United Airlines’ mission statement is connect-
ing people, uniting the world. “It’s about 
bringing people together, that’s always been 
what gave me joy in my job.” Dias laughs.

Walter Dias, the Managing 
Director of Greater China 
& Korea, Sales for United 
Airlines

Te x t  Cao Shenshen
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ST: How many nonstop routes 
does United Airlines operate in 
the Greater China region?
Dias: We operate 94 weekly flights 
from Greater China to the main-
land US and 4 weekly flights to 
Guam. We just announced that 
we’re applying for a new service 
for a second New York-Shanghai 
flight starting in June of 2020.

The China market is very 
important to United Airlines. We 
are confident that we will main-
tain our high quality of service, 
stay dedicated to our customers 
and continue to strive to be the 
most customer-centric airline.

ST: What is the goal of United 
Airlines in the China market in 
the near future? What are your 
expectations and how do you 
plan to achieve that goal?
Dias: A better experience for our 
Chinese customers is our forever 

goal, we will continue to find new 
ways to reach higher and be better 
every day. To achieve this, we will 
continue to invest in our products 
and people and continually elevate 
our customer service.

ST: What kinds of products and 
services has United Airlines 
launched to meet the needs of 
Chinese passengers?
Dias: One of the things we have 
tried to do in a lot of our markets 
is to make sure we have some-
what localized products. We 
have Mandarin-speaking flight 
attendants on board and offer 
Chinese cuisine and Mandarin 
in-flight movies. 

We are using the newest 787-8/9 
Dreamliner for flight routes from 
Beijing, Shanghai, and Chengdu 
to San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
and Washington, DC. Customers 
can experience greater comfort 

with improved lighting, bigger 
windows, larger overhead bins, 
lower cabin altitude, and enhanced 
ventilation systems, among other 
passenger-friendly features. Wi-Fi 
is installed on 100% of aircraft 
flying between China and the 
mainland US. Besides, United 
Airlines and Air China customers 
can earn and redeem miles on 
each other’s flights through our 
FFP cooperation and Star Alliance 
rewards program.

ST: United Airlines reduced 
several Chinese routes in recent 
years. What was the cause? Will 
you restart these routes from 
second-tier Chinese cities to the 
States in the future?
Dias: We are very optimistic about 
future business opportunities in 
China, including second-tier cities. 
United Airlines is unique because 
we have such a strong hub in San 

Francisco. We believe that this hub 
can support secondary city traffic 
in China, once the market grows 
enough and people have more 
disposable income. As the middle 
class grows, one of the first things 
they want to do is travel. I think 
we will see additional flights in 
some secondary cities.

ST: With the China-US visa 
validity period extended to ten 
years, we’ve seen a surge in 
Chinese people traveling to the 
United States. In your view, will 
this momentum continue?
Dias: I think so. We’ve seen unbe-
lievable growth from China in 
the last 8 years. Before 2010, it 
was around 200,000-300,000. 
Suddenly, in 2010, it jumped 
50 percent in one year. I think 
it’s been almost eight years of 
uninterrupted strong growth. 
Last year, the total growth was 
about 6 percent to America from 
China, and that was the lowest 
since 2009. However, it’s still a 

We are very 
optimistic about 
future business 
opportunities
in China, including 
second-tier cities. 
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big number because now there are 
more than three million Chinese 
traveling to America. According 
to the forecast from the national 
tourism offices, both in the US and 
China, there will be six million 
Chinese travelers by the year 2021. 
That’s double what it is today.

ST: Do you have strategic part-
nerships in China to promote 
the development of inbound 
tourism?  
Dias: In 2016, United and 
Air China signed a multi-year 
agreement to strengthen their 
long-standing strategic partner-
ship. Senior executives from the 
two airlines will meet regularly to 
coordinate new initiative rollouts, 
promote closer cultural integration 
between the two carriers, and 
prepare both companies for future 
joint opportunities.

ST: What efforts has United 
made to go digital?  
Dias: Sometimes we describe 
United Airlines as a technology 
company with wings. For exam-
ple, we’ve given all of our flight 
attendants iPhones and we’ve 
signed a deal with Apple and 
IBM to develop new apps for 
employees to better help 
the customer in day-to-
day transactions.  
Flight attendants have 
specialized apps to 
help customers in 
different ways.

We’re spending 
a lot of time and 
money developing 
these types of software 
to make the customer 
service agents’ job easier. 
So that they can spend 
more time really listening to 
our customers about what their 
expectations are, what their needs 
are for their trips. We also gave 
all our pilots iPads, and all the 
flight information, flight manuals, 
and everything is now loaded on 

these devices.
We’ve also spent a lot of time 

making sure that United.com is 
available in Mandarin or simpli-
fied Chinese. We’re also working 

with Fliggy on developing 
more capabilities for selling 

to customers — right now, 
our WeChat account is 
a promotional channel, 
and we’re working on 
a number of programs 
to allow you to see the 
flight’s status. 

ST: Where do you 
most want to travel but 

never had the opportu-
nity to go?

Dias: One place I’ve never 
been to — and it’s embarrass-

ing because I’m American — is 
the Grand Canyon. Another one is 
Saint Petersburg. I think it just has 
a very rich history, and I’m always 
interested in encountering new 
cultures.

ST:  How many cities have you 
visited in China? Which one is 
your favorite?
Dias: I would guess at least 20. 
I think they’re all my favorite in 
some way. China is very diverse, 
there are so many different things 
to see and there is a rich history. 
I think one of my favorite places 
is Pingyao.

ST: In your work, what takes 
most of your time and what 
things are the most meaningful?
Dias: Normally, we have to look 
at lots of reports. But the most 
interesting part of the business 
is talking about people. I enjoy 
getting out and meeting travel 
agents and our customers and 
listen to what the customers are 
telling us so that we can improve 
your products for them.

ST: In your spare time, what 
kinds of activities do you enjoy 
in order to relax and do a 

better job?
Dias: Running is one of my favor-
ite pastimes, and that’s a good way 
to truly relax. I also like to play 
golf and, if I happen to have time, 
I really enjoy skiing.

ST: What do you think makes a 
successful leader?
Dias: You have to be good at 
recognizing talented people and 
having them come work for you. 
The second most important thing 
is listening. You need to make sure 
that your employees are happy, 
especially in a service industry 
like the airline industry, so you 
have to listen and try to figure out 
how to make the company a better 
place to work and listen to the 
customers to make sure that you’re 
meeting all their expectations. 

ST: What has been your greatest 
challenge or career setback and 
how did you overcome it?
Dias: I think some of the 

challenging times within the 
airline business have been during 
SARS. We had launched a Hong 
Kong-New York service a year or 
so before that. When SARS hit, 
we had to make really quick deci-
sions. It may be very hard, but if 
you make them early, it helps you 
later on. Luckily, we were able 
to shrink a little bit and wait for 
things to improve.

ST: Could you recommend a 
couple of destinations and 
United Airlines routes to travel 
to in the winter and spring?
Dias: In the winter, I think 
Denver, Colorado is a great place 
to go. We have nonstop flights 
from Denver and other gateway 
cities directly to ski resorts. Of 
course, a lot of people don’t 
necessarily want to be cold in the 
winter. They want to go find some 
warmth, so we have great destina-
tions in the Caribbean as well as 
in South America.
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Ouyang Yingji 
is associated 
with Hong 
Kong comics 
and often 
described as 
a wordsmith, 
food lover, 
designer, 
traveler, and 
architect, but 
he calls himself 
a “greedy, 
happy and 
conscientious 
cross-media 
tour guide”.

Te x t  Liu Wei

The Man of Many Talents

A 
strong and muscular 
man carrying a brief-
case hurries through 
the urban jungle, 

sometimes walking and sometimes 
running. He has appeared many 
times in the comic Oh My Oh My 
Go, and serves as a mouthpiece for 
Ouyang Yingji. And the comic’s 
sales indicate that it has struck a 
chord with young urbanites. 

Ouyang Yingji has produced 
comics, travelogues, piles of 
books, and has told many stories 
about travel and food. Ouyang 
Yingji’s Designing a Private Life, 
Flavours of Hong Kong, It’s 
Good to be Home and Ordinary 
Loafing have almost become 
rulebooks for the cultured youth 
on how to live, what to eat and 
where to travel. Where is that 
frequent traveler, lively, extremely 
friendly Ouyang Yingji today? 
What is he doing? Well, after he 
had completed his spring tour of 
Europe, we gave him a call.

On a Cathay Pacific flight from 
Hong Kong to Paris, a gentleman 
with short grey hair is sitting 
next to a window with the shutter 
lowered, wearing noise reduction 
earphones — his eyes are closed in 
rest. Apart from some documenta-
tion, he is traveling light.

Ouyang Yingji is incredibly 
industrious. From his past writ-
ing, photos and comics, I see the 
consciously leisurely Ouyang 
Yingji unfold on the pages.

He was born in Hong Kong and 
holds a BA (Hons) degree in Design 
and a Masters in Philosophy from 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University. 
He has been a TV presenter, writ-
ten on travel, cuisine and more 
than 10 books covering lifestyle. 

His grandfather had lived in 
Indonesia and had spent time in 
other countries before settling in 
Hong Kong. His mother had a love 
of cooking since a young age, their 
dining table displaying their life 
experience, a microcosm of their 
travels and hobbies, with its vast 

melody of flavors 
adding to his exquisite 
sense of taste. After learning supe-
rior kitchen skills, he made a name 
for himself in fine cuisine. 

The first time that I read 
Ouyang Yingji’s Half Full was 
when I was still at university. I 
initially picked it up to just kill 
some time, but found myself 
drawn in by the exquisite dishes, 
practical, clean prose and exqui-
site design, and ended up finishing 
the book in one sitting, wishing 
for more. At that time, I often ate 
stir-fried egg and tomato to fill my 
stomach. Just reading the book 
made my stomach rumble, and 
it was the first time that I really 
experienced a yearning for the 
good life.

Ouyang Yingji finally opened a 
small bistro — Huarun Wanxiang 
Tiandi — on Shennan Avenue in 
Shenzhen. He called it “Half Full 
Half Drunk”. The wooden tables 
and chairs and yellow tones of 
the bistro are simple yet inviting, 
and suited to small friendly gath-
erings. The reader of his Flavours 
of Hong Kong and It’s Good to be 
Home series can feel that Ouyang 
Yingji is someone who enjoys food 
with friends.
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Some of the old houses and 
hotels in Europe are occasionally 
afflicted with stale odors. Ouyang 
Yingji said on the other end of the 
phone that such odors can be trou-
blesome. He often brings a few 
organic air fresheners or essential 
oils with him, most frequently 
relying on the scents of wood, 
amber, and herbs. Once he stayed 
at an old house in Europe that 
had a certain odor, so he left and 
went for a walk down the street. 
Coincidentally, he arrived at a 
small market brimming with fresh 
ingredients and pungent spices. 
His eyes lit up and he bought a 
large bundle of mint, which he 
took back to the room and broke 
up between his fingers and spread 
around the room until the odor 
dissipated.

How is Ouyang Yingji’s entire 
trip mapped out? He selects sever-
al days worth of clothes according 
to the occasion, and prepares his 
documents and gifts — the fewer 
necessities he can take the better. 
He tries to limit himself to a carry-
on so that he can avoid waiting 
for his luggage when transferring 
flights, and doesn’t need to worry 
that his luggage will be delayed. 

Last spring, he went to Europe, 
first meeting friends in Paris 
before attending Design Week 
in Milan. Afterward, he went 
to Portugal and Spain to collect 
materials for blue and white porce-
lain and indigo dyeing. Three 
years ago, he began to collect blue 
works of art from each place he 
visited. He went to see the collec-
tions of art museums in Monaco, 
France, the Netherlands and 
Japan, and the private collections 
of the former maritime empires. 
He lingered in the antique shops 
of cities in Europe and Central 
Asia and searched for porcelain in 
Shanghai, Xi’an, Jingdezhen, and 
Taipei. This year, the blue-and-
white porcelain, indigo dyeing, 
and other blue items in his collec-
tion will be on display in Xi’an.

Many people have traveled in 
the memories he has woven of the 
places he has visited. In “Half Full 
Half Drunk”, Ouyang Yingji has 
prepared “fragrant snow”, “added 
food” and “friendly liquor” for 
the patrons of the restaurant, 

who upon hearing know that it is 
mulled rice wine. Old friends sit 
together over a few drinks until 
somewhat tipsy, accompanied by 
snacks prepared by the head chef 
or Ouyang himself. 

At the beginning of June, 
2018,  he had already posted the 
enticing midsummer menu: lotus 
root strips, banana leaves, purple 
perilla, white skin aubergine, chor-
dates, crayfish… The head chef 
began cooking when he was only 
17 years old. Not only is he a dab 
hand at Cantonese cuisine, but is 
also proficient with a lot of other 
cuisines. So it is unsurprising that 
he passed Ouyang Yingji’s punish-
ing practical interview.

From his past 
writing, photos 
and comics, I see 
the consciously 
leisurely Ouyang 
Yingji unfold on 
the pages.
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Till the end of March 2019, the 
Spring Festival Menu is served at 
eight HUALUXE Hotels & Resorts 
in the Greater China region: 
HUALUXE Yangjiang City Center
HUALUXE Haikou Seaview
HUALUXE Nanchang 
High-tech Zone
HUALUXE Kunming
HUALUXE Wuhu 
HUALUXE Wuxi Taihu 
HUALUXE Xiamen Haicang 
HUALUXE Zhangjiakou 

Yusheng (Chinese style raw fish salad)

in Festive Season

No festival is complete without get-togethers, and no get-together is complete 
without good food! Food, they say, is the ingredient that binds us all together. 

The festive season is a time to catch up with friends and family, and what 
better way to get together than with a wonderful meal in fantastic surroundings? Can’t 
think of anything more desirable than a big celebration on Christmas Day or New 
Year’s Eve, where delicious food, a cozy atmosphere and a warm welcome are assured. 

Fine
Dining

Text   Fannie

Tips

HUALUXE 2019 Spring 
Festival Menu

On December 15, 2018, 
HUALUXE Hotels & 
Resorts launched its 2019 
Spring Festival Menu at 
HUALUXE Wuhu. The 
menu has been put togeth-
er collectively by culinary 
masters from around the 
country and the Food & 
Beverage Team of HUALUXE.

A total of eight classic Spring 
Festival delicacies from North 
China, Southwest China, Southern 
China, and Jiangsu and Zhejiang 
demonstrate the Spring Festival 
atmosphere and traditional 
Chinese culture and customs, 
bringing warmth to guests’ taste 
buds during a time for family 
reunion: 

Lion’s Head (stewed pork ball) 
in Broth, 
Eight-Treasure Rice Pudding
from Jiangsu and Zhejiang areas
Dried Oyster and Super 
Braised Chicken
Yusheng (Chinese style raw 
fish salad)
from Southern China
Eggplant with Garlic Sauce 
Kung Pao Beef
from Southwest China
Braised Sea Cucumber with Scallion 
Grilled Prawn in Sauce
from North China

The newly launched menu 
assembling distinctive local 
cuisines from different geograph-
ical areas connotes wonderful 
festival blessings. For example, 
eating Yusheng is a unique custom 
during Chinese Spring Festival 
celebrations in Southern China. 
Yusheng consists mainly of sliced 
raw fish with a variety of shred-
ded vegetables and is considered 
a symbol of abundance and pros-
perity. People tuck into the plate 
and pick up the slices with their 
chopsticks. The higher they lift 

the chopsticks, the luckier they are 
supposed to get. Eight-Treasure 
rice pudding is made from steamed 
glutinous rice with bean paste, 
lotus seeds, red dates, longans, 
preserved fruit, etc. On Lunar 
New Year’s Eve, people in Jiangsu 
and Zhejiang usually end the 
family reunion dinner with this 
traditional snack, which signi-
fies unity and perfection in the 
coming year.

“HUALUXE Hotels & Resorts 
is dedicated to inheriting and 
carrying forward the art of 
Chinese hospitality. The 2019 
Spring Festival menu is intended 
to add heart-warming delicacy to 
a time of family reunion during 
China’s most cherished festival. 
We wish everyone, business trav-
elers, relatives, friends, Chinese 
and foreign guests alike, can 
indulge heartily in the happy 
hours of dining and gathering 
at HUALUXE,” said Wan Lin, 
Chief Marketing Officer of 
InterContinental Hotels Group in 
Greater China.
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Beijing Roasted Duck

Braised Prawn with 
Sugar and Soya Sauce

Opus Lounge
At Four Seasons Beijing, a 

day starts with a festive brunch 
feast at Opus Lounge, where you 
can celebrate the holiday season 
with savory gourmet dishes 
from around the globe. Savor 
traditional Roast Tom Turkey, 
Honey Baked Ham, Peking Duck, 
Treasures from the Sea, and an 
assortment of handmade holiday 
treats and other decadent desserts 
from Executive Pastry Chef Wendy 
Bai, including Red Velvet Cake, 
Mince Pie, and Panettone.

Indulge in a sumptuous after-
noon tea that is the perfect antidote 
to a chilly winter afternoon. While 
sipping on steaming cups of the 
finest brews, sample a range of 
delectable sweets and holiday treats 
expertly crafted with top-qual-
ity ingredients, including Mini 
Panettone, Christmas Pudding, 
Christmas Red Bell, Mont Blanc, 
Golden Chocolate Ball and, of 
course, Stollen. After all, you can 
never have enough sweet treats in 
the winter.

Address: Ground Floor, Four Seasons 
Hotel Beijing, 48 Liang Ma Qiao Road 
Chaoyang District, Beijing.

Lu Yu
Raising glasses to family and 

friends is an integral part of the 
Chinese way of ringing out the 
old year and welcoming in the 
new one. This festive season, a 
good choice could be to spoil them 
with an indulgent and deliciously 
elegant Cantonese set menu from 
chefs in the award-winning Lu Yu 
restaurant. 

Until February 28, 2019, a 
private dining room awaits you 
with the finest Cantonese and 
local delicacies, ready to delight 
your senses with specialties such 
as Beijing Roasted Duck and Stir-
fried Short Beef Ribs with Bailing 
Mushrooms and Black Pepper 
Sauce, Served in Garlic Baguette. 

Succulent Cantonese dim sum 
dishes surely add to the joyful 
atmosphere of celebration with 
family and friends. 

Lu Yu is a Chinese restaurant in a 
two-story space. Its grand entrance 
features a towering wall inlaid 
with different teapots from various 
regions of China. The restaurant 
mainly presents warm colors, with 
added elements such as embroidery 
and celadon, filling the space with 
noble elegance. Named after the tea 
sage Lu Yu, it offers teas such as 
Jasmine Dragon Pearl, Biluochun, 
Palace Pu’er and Ginseng Oolong. 
You can immerse yourself in the 
traditional Beijing and Cantonese 
cuisines, as well as enjoy a feast of 
Chinese culinary culture. 

Address: Ground Floor, Conrad Beijing, 29 North Dongsanhuan Road, 
Chaoyang District, Beijing.
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Feast (Food by EAST)
One of the best parts of the holi-

days is always the indulgent meals 
shared with loved ones. EAST, 
Beijing has presented a festive 
array of dining options, festive 
drinks and fabulous parties. 

At Feast (Food by EAST), guests 
enjoy Christmas Eve dinner with 
traditional roast turkey, roast leg 
of lamb, baked salmon, oysters, 
lobster, as well as an extensive 
selection of other festive delights 
and Christmas-themed sweet 
treats. Relax and enjoy the full 

holiday buffet with unlimited 
soft drinks, coffee, tea, beer, red 
and white wine, and sparkling 
wine. All kids are invited to visit 
“Santa’s Grotto”, meet Santa 
himself and receive a special gift. 

Featuring an international menu, 
Feast focuses on using the best 
fresh ingredients for all Asian and 
Western dishes, all cooked on the 
spot in the vibrant open kitchen.

Address: 2nd Floor, EAST Beijing, 
No.22 Jiuxianqiao Road, Chaoyang 
District, Beijing.

Address: B1, W Beijing 
Chang’an, 2 Jianguomen 
South Avenue, 
Chaoyang District, 
Beijing.

The Kitchen Table
At fashion landmark W Beijing 

Chang’an, people enjoy the holiday 
season around fashion, music, and design 
at The Kitchen Table. 

The Christmas theme dinner buffet 
has a diverse and rich offering, with the 
chef’s special live lobster, tomahawk 
beef, yellow tail tuna, as well a free flow 
of glühwein, champagne, cocktails, and 
beer. Enjoy a strong festival spirit with 
fashion and cool decorations, featuring 
Christmas elements such as Santa Claus, 
elks, and gingerbread men.

The Christmas live performance 
ignites the night. Kids can explore the 
playground corner and enjoy a wonderful 
family time. 

The Kitchen Table offers all-day 
dining, connecting you to the flavors 
of home-style cooking from around the 
world and featuring open kitchens and 
an interactive dining experience in a 
playful, Beijing-inspired setting.

Set in the heart of Beijing, just minutes 
from the mystical Forbidden City, the 
National Museum of China and the 
famed Tiananmen Square, this enchant-
ing setting is the backdrop for a vivid 
and innovating “W” experience that will 
entice and captivate you.
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Forget trends. It’s 
all about style and 
timeless traditions. 
You’re not afraid of 
wearing a bold red 
lip or classic shade 
of polish on your 
party day. So chic, 
so wearable. Velvet 
feel.

FIND YOUR 
PERFECT 
RED

LANEIGE
Silk Intense 
Lipstick

NARS
Blush

AUPRES
Velvet Matte 

Rouge

CHRISTIAN 
LOUBOUTIN

 Metallic Eye Color

GIVENCHY
Live 

Irresistible 
Eyeshadow 

Palette

B. by BANILA 
Lipstick

URBAN DECAY  
NAKED

Cherry Eyeshadow 
Palette

Makeup Tips
For the most 
wonderful time of 
the year, a basic liner 
won’t cut it. Instead, 
color outside the 
(normal) lines with 
a graphic eye look. 
This will change 
your makeup routine 
forever.

EYE 
ACCENTS

MAKE UP 
FOR EVER
Aqua Ink 
Liner

ESTEE 
LAUDER
Little Black 
Liner

URBAN DECAY
Glide-On Eye 

Pencil

M·A·C
Rapidblack 

Eyeliner

L’ORÉAL PARIS
INFALLIBLE Gel 

Crayon 24H 
Waterproof Eyeliner

YUE SAI 
Eye Liner

GIORGIO 
ARMANI
Smooth Silk 
Eye Pencil

Te x t  Clare
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Once Upon a River
by Diane Setterfield 

On a dark midwinter’s night in 
an old inn on the River Thames, 
an extraordinary event takes place. 
The regulars there are telling stories 
to while away the dark hours, when 
the door bursts open, revealing 
a grievously wounded stranger, 
holding in his arms the lifeless 
body of a small child. Hours later, 
the girl stirs, starts breathing and 
comes back to life. Is it a miracle? Is 
it magic? Or can science provide an 
explanation? These questions have 
many answers, some of them quite 
dark indeed.

The river bank’s dwellers apply 
all their ingenuity to solving the 
puzzle of the girl who died and 
lived again, yet as the days pass 
the mystery only deepens. The 
child herself is mute and unable to 
answer essential questions: Who is 
she? Where does she come from? 
And to whom does she belong?

Three families are keen to claim 
her. A wealthy young mother 
recognizes the girl as her kidnapped 

daughter, who had been missing 
for two years. A family of farmers, 
reeling from the discovery of their 
son’s secret liaison, stand ready 
to welcome their granddaughter. 
The parson’s housekeeper, humble 
and isolated, sees in the child the 
image of her younger sister. But 
the return of a lost child is not 
without complications, and no 
matter how heartbreaking the past 
losses, no matter how precious the 
child herself, this girl cannot be 
everyone’s.

Once Upon a River is a glorious 
tapestry of a book that combines 
folklore and science, magic and 
myth. Suspenseful, romantic, and 
richly atmospheric, the beginning 
of this novel will sweep you away 
on a powerful current of story-
telling, transporting you through 
worlds both real and imaginary, to 
the triumphant conclusion whose 
depths will continue to gift their 
treasures long after the last page 
is turned.

“Art will wake 
you up. Art will 
break your heart. 
There will be glori-
ous days. If you 
want eternity you 
must be fearless.” 

Arky Levin has 
reached a dead end. 
Unexpectedly sepa-
rated from his wife, 
he suddenly has the 
space he needs to 
work composing 
film scores — but 
none of the peace of 

mind he needs to create. As he wanders the city, 
guilty and restless, it’s almost by chance that he 
stumbles upon an exhibition that will change 
his life. 

N. K. Jemisin is one of the 
most powerful and acclaimed 
speculative fiction authors 
of our time. The collection’s 
title reflects Jemisin’s reali-
zation that the science fiction 
she read frequently excluded 
characters of color, making 
it seem as though people like 
her had no place in writ-
ers’ dreams of the future. 
Jemisin’s stories reshape that 
vision through the lens of 
alternate history, dragons, 
fairies, near-future drama, 
and far-future events that 

shine a spotlight on the age-old blight of discrimina-
tion and upend readers’ assumptions about who can be 
heroic. Through her imagination and fierceness, Jemisin 
declares that Black Future Month can be now.

The Museum of Modern Love
by Heather Rose

How Long ’til Black Future Month?
by N. K. Jemisin 

Edie
Having lived under the domineering control of her 

husband in the early years of their marriage, Edie subse-
quently spent thirty years devotedly caring for him after 
a blood clot left him paralyzed and totally dependent. His 
final passing gives this eighty-four-year-old woman the free-
dom she has long desired. Edie, a once “wild child”, has 
ideas, and her newfound freedom ignites a strong desire to 
fulfill the promise she and her late father had once made —
to climb mount Suilven together. Edie heads to the Scottish 
Highlands, oblivious to the immensity of the challenge she 
has set her sights on.

Edie is trying to adjust to the full freedom she now has, 
whilst simultaneously searching for that adventurous child 
she once was. Whether propelling down a highland road on a 
mountain bike at lightning speed or heading out for a night on 
the tiles, these new experiences have both positive and negative 
impacts on the path of self-discovery Edie now finds herself on.

And then, there’s the wild, rugged landscape. The 
Scottish Highlands, and most notably Suilven, are captured 
with breathtaking effect. This is underpinned by an exqui-
site and deeply moving score that is just another element in 
what makes Edie such a memorable and joyous experience.

Peel back the surface and there are underlying themes 
that challenge the social stereotypes of ageing and friend-
ships within our society. Despite these themes barely being 
mentioned, at least verbally, they are nonetheless, simmer-
ing in the subtext.

Ralph Breaks 
the Internet

Video-game bad 
guy Ralph and best 
friend Vanellope 
von Schweetz leave 
the comforts of 
Litwak’s arcade 
in an attempt to 
save her game, 
Sugar Rush. 
Their quest takes 
them to the vast, 
uncharted world 
of the Internet, 
where they rely 

on the Netizensto help them navigate their way. 
Lending a virtual hand are Yesss, the head algo-
rithm and the heart and soul of the trend-making 
site “BuzzzTube”, and Shank, a tough-as-nails 
driver from a gritty online auto-racing game called 
Slaughter Race, a place Vanellope wholeheartedly 
embraces — so much so that Ralph worries he may 
lose the only friend he’s ever had.

Widows
From Academy 

Award-winning 
director Steve 
McQueen (R) 
and co-writer and 
bestselling author 
Gillian Flynn 
comes a blister-
ing, modern-day 
thriller set against 
the backdrop of 
crime, passion, 
and corrup-
tion. Widows 
is the story of 
four women 
with nothing in 

common except a debt left behind by their dead 
husbands’ criminal activities. Set in contemporary 
Chicago, amid a time of turmoil, tensions build 
when Veronica, Alice, Linda, and Belle take their 
fate into their own hands and conspire to forge a 
future on their own terms. 
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H
erve Lopez’s house and 
showroom accommo-
date a richly diverse 
miscellany inside a 

two-story, street-front building in 
the 18th arrondissement of Paris.

A decade ago, the African quar-
ter of Paris was considered with 
good reason to be the cheapest 
area to live in the French capital. 
One day, Lopez passed by an 
old run-down boutique in the 
neighborhood. 

“It was derelict. No water, no 
toilet, no kitchen. But the space 
had great potential, with a five-
meter-high ceiling. It was a great 
opportunity for me to renovate 
and furnish everything just the 
way I wanted. My intention was 
not to change the space dramati-
cally but to keep the original style 
of the antique shop from the early 
20th century,” Lopez said.

Born in Casablanca, Morocco, 
Lopez is French of Spanish descent. 
He is an art director, a film 
producer and the founder of Lord 
of Barbes, a company producing 
animated films since 2013. The 
quirky space is now Herve’s home 
and studio and the showroom of 
his newly launched brand — Lord 
of Barbes Gin & Fragrance. 

“After working for so many 
years with different clients, I 
decided to launch my own brand 
of gin, as a gin addict myself,” he 
said. “With this brand, I have the 
opportunity to do exactly what I 
like. It reflects my personal spirit.” 

Conceived in a spirit of brand 
coherence with his production 
company, the gin has been given 
the same logo and identity. 

“Through my brand, I try to 
express an original vision of the 
liquor business and bring out the 
fun side,” Lopez said. The gin 
bottle he designs and displays on 
the first floor of the space is very 
different from the usual ones. It’s 
a blue flat flask: the kind of bottle 
the drunkards hold in “Lucky 
Luke” comics. The whole space, 
from the details like the gin bottles 
and the religious items, to the 
color scheme, is fitted out with all 
things eerie and quirky, inspired 
by Tim Burton’s Gothic and eccen-
tric style.

The décor is eclectic: skeletons, 
religious items, crucifixes, old 
books, vintage illustrations of 
monkeys, birds, and more make 
Lopez’s home unlike any other.

“I’ve tried to create an antique 
Napoleon III style boutique, 

Te x t  Yang Di

HERVE LOPEZ’S 
PARISIAN 
CABINET OF 
CURIOSITIES
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everything, or almost everything, is 
black. It’s also a cabinet of curiosi-
ties, and the second level houses my 
apartment,” Lopez said. “I chose 
a purple wall color, as it is the 
color of cardinals. Even if I’m not 
religious, I do admit I have a prefer-
ence for religious art and items.” 

One example is a line-up of 
Virgin Mary statues Lopez has 
collected from different places. He 
favors the Napoleon III style of 
furniture and decorative arts, as 
they are highly eclectic.

“Always painted in black, 
the style is unique, quirky and 
charming, so I have placed a few 
Napoleon III style furniture here,” 
he said. “As a collector, my style is 
a mixture of many styles. I often 
go and search particular objects 
that interest me at ‘Les Puces 
de Clignancourt,’ the Paris Flea 
market, and buy weird items and 
furniture on Le Bon Coin or eBay. 
I don’t opt for investment objects, 
as I love to personalize vintage 
pieces to add a personal twist. My 
last purchase was a throne.”

Lopez loves to integrate living 
and working in the same place. 

“After my divorce, I didn’t have 
any place to live so I decided to 
sleep in my office and I enjoyed 
this lifestyle. When I wake up in 
the morning, I only have to go 
downstairs, thus saving a lot of 
time,” he said.

Nothing in this space is intend-
ed to be formal. Each corner is 
alive and reflects Lopez’s philos-
ophy of design and personal taste 
with a sense of humor.

Generally, the purpose of inte-
rior decorating is to make people 
curious. 

“When people pass by and peek 
through the windows, they often 
get confused ‘is it an office? Is it 
a shop? Is it a bar? Is it an apart-
ment?’ I think people are now 
looking for a different experience. 
They want to find unique and rare 
products. Classic boring shops are 
over,” he said.

French Luxury and 
Refinement at Le Bristol
Te x t  Patsy Yang

E
ach detail of Le Bristol 
– from hangings, marble 
walls, painted ceilings, 
Aubusson tapestries, 

Baccarat crystal, and Limoges 
porcelain, to the sublime grille of 
the Art Deco elevator – keeps the 
past alive and holds the weight of 
the place’s history.

The tale of this legendary hotel 
begins in the year 1923, when 
Hippolyte Jammet discovered an 
18th-century mansion, former 
home of the Comte de Castellane, 
on rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré, 
close to the Elysée Palace, in the 
heart of Paris. 

An exceptionally 
refined hotel was created 
there in 1925 with an 
unconditional devotion 
to detail. Combining 
ultra-modern comfort 
with the French art 
of living, each corner 
inside the hotel features 
elegant antique furni-
ture and original 
artworks exuding a vibe 
both magnificent and 
intimate.

After Jammet’s 

death in 1964, his wife took the 
reins, aided by the eldest of their 
ten children. Seven years later, 
Madame Jammet decided to sell 
Le Bristol Paris to the German 
businessman Rudolf Oetker, who 
undertook major renovations in 
1979. In 2007, the hotel began a 
new chapter in its history, with the 
acquisition of the adjacent build-
ing, giving the hotel a doorway 
onto avenue Matignon, with an 
additional 21 rooms, five suites, 
six receptions rooms and a brasse-
rie with an original concept. 

The Oetker family personally 

designs each of the spaces to 
combine the refinement of the 
Louis XV period with the grace 
of the Louis XVI style. Each 
essential element, from the furni-
ture, paintings, and fabrics to 
the mirrors, lights and precious 
objects, is carefully selected to 
create an atmosphere that is both 
welcoming and peaceful.

For almost a century, Le Bristol 
Paris has been the favorite haven 
for important personages and 
leading figures from around the 
world, who appreciate the hotel’s 
exceptional standards in service.

French garden – The hotel’s secret charm is its 1,200-square-meter French-style 
garden, designed in the spirit of Le Notre’s Versailles. Epicure restaurant and Le 
Jardin Francais open onto the terraces of this peaceful garden on sunny days, so 
guests can enjoy the freshness and color under the shade of a white parasol or in the 
sun. You can also spot Fa-Raon, a skittish Birman and permanent guest at Le Bristol 
Paris, who can be found among the garden paths and majestically embodies the 
spirit of the palace.

Exceptional cuisine – One can’t leave Le Bristol Paris without indulging in its gastro-
nomic offerings. Chef Eric Frechon, ranked by Le Chef as one of the greatest chefs 
in the world, takes full control of the hotel’s kitchens, from three-Michelin starred 
Epicure, to one-Michelin starred 114 Faubourg brasserie, Café Antonia, and Le Bar, to 
room service and the special menus for banquets and receptions. 

HIGHLIGHTS
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T
he opening of Joyze Hotel Xiamen, Curio 
Collection by Hilton, makes it the second 
property in China for the upper upscale 
collection brand with more than 60 hotels 

and resorts around the world. Joyze Hotel Xiamen 
is also an addition to the Hilton portfolio in the 
area, one of China’s growing tourist destinations, 
including DoubleTree by Hilton Xiamen Wuyuan 
Bay, DoubleTree by Hilton Xiamen Haicang, Conrad 
Xiamen and Hilton Xiamen. 

With its remarkable design and culture, Joyze Hotel 
Xiamen offers a boutique urban retreat, with  215 
guest rooms featuring breathtaking views, 215 square 
meters of meeting space and one-of-a-kind services.

“We are excited to bring Curio Collection by Hilton 
to Xiamen, a city with a rich history and a growing 
tourism destination. Joyze Hotel Xiamen aims to 
capture the unique and intriguing spirit of the island, 
offering guests a curated, local experience,” said Mark 
Nogal, global head, Curio Collection by Hilton.

A combination of joy, zest and discovery, Joyze 
Hotel Xiamen offers an experience where refined 
hospitality meets discovery. The property show-
cases Xiamen’s history by infusing Minnan culture 
and modern design elements, displaying a calming 
“Floating City” concept.

“Joyze Hotel Xiamen, Curio Collection by Hilton 
underscores our commitment to delivering excep-
tional accommodations to China, Hilton’s second 
largest market outside of the United States,” said 
Qian Jin, area president for Greater China and 
Mongolia, Hilton.

Nestled between the mountain and the sea, Joyze 
Hotel Xiamen sits only 0.5 kilometers from the 

DNA Bar
DNA presents a delightful range 
of classic and innovative western 
flavors, including premium steak 
selections and tapas. Discover a 
refined Japanese whiskey selec-
tion and hand-crafted cocktails 
while listening to live music. DNA 
brings together a social environ-
ment with refined taste.

ART TOUR
Led by a hotel guide, you will be 
able to explore the local charms of 
this small fishing village with vari-
ous selections of art media. You 
also have the freedom to explore 
the inspirational architecture of the 
hotel on your own.

beach, while the ancient Zeng Cuo An Village is only 
steps away. The hotel provides easy access to the 
city’s hidden treasures and famed sights.

Guest rooms and suites enjoy a variety of sweep-
ing views of Dongping Mountain, the cityscape or 
the coastline. Each room features premium bedding, 
uniquely designed with a pillow-top mattress and 350 
thread-count sheets. Other amenities include a JBL 
Bluetooth speaker, a Nespresso coffee machine and a 
Japanese-style washlet.

to Explore Xiamen at Joyze Hotel
Te x t  Stella

Novel and Cultural Way

HIGHLIGHTS
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 AIRPORTS   

DESTINATIONS 

IN THEIR  

OWN RIGHT

Singapore 
Changi Airport 
Code: SIN
Highlight: Gardens

Singaporeans are known for 
being garden lovers, and even 
at this busy airport, every inch 
of space is used to remain one 
with nature.

The Cactus Garden in the No. 1 
Terminal Building has five theme 
parks differing in style and living 
up to Singapore’s reputation as 
a “Garden City”. The garden 
contains more than 40 kinds of 
cacti and succulents. You can 
take your time completing a trip 
through a jungle composed of 
surreal plants, including the gold-
en barrel cactus and the old man 
cactus, as well as giant ponytail 
trees, before boarding your plane.

The No. 2 Terminal Building is 

well known for its Pteridophyte 
Garden, Orchid Garden, and 
Sunflower Garden. The Orchid 
Garden, featuring gorgeous vari-
eties of orchids, is fully integrated 
with the pedestrian walkway. 
The charming flowers are planted 
on artificial hills or suspended 
under aged driftwood against a 
luxuriant tropical background 
composed of tall foxtail palm 
trees and unique green-leaf plants. 
Vanda Miss Joaquim, the national 
flower of Singapore, is also high-
lighted there.

The Butterfly Garden in the 
No.3 Terminal Building is the first 
of its kind in an airport world-
wide. The broad, straight airport 
walkway is close to a tropical 
jungle of butterflies and fragrant 
flowers. In addition, you can 
witness the whole process of how 
a butterfly emerges from a cocoon 

at the fantastic Eclosion Platform.

Suvarnabhumi 
Airport in Bangkok 
Code: BKK 
Highlight: Gold

Put into operation in 2006, 
Suvarnabhumi Airport is known 
as the “Land of Gold”. The 
magnificent Buddhist pagodas 
and statues are among the main 
attractions there. The cultural 
atmosphere of Thailand expresses 
itself in the warrior statue in full 
armor and helmet, as high as a 
multistory building, the folk music 
performed by Thai children, as 
well as the murals and sculptures 
that can be seen all around.   

We advise you to savor the 
delicious food there. More than 
50 restaurants, bars, and cafes in 
the airport provide cuisines from 

Airports are more than simply the busy traffic hubs they appear to be. 
They provide plenty of pleasant surprises for those who know how to 
enjoy life. They are paradises for shopaholics and amusement parks 
for backpackers. Below, we offer you information on sightseeing and 
shopping destinations at major international airports in cities across 
Asia, Europe, and the United States.

Te x t  Stella Cao
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in this park themed around “secret 
gadgets”. There is also a free kids 
playground. In the company of 
Doraemon and Nobita, young 
children can play on facilities such 
as a dorayaki-shaped slide, while 
their parents can take a rest at a 
nearby cafe.

Nagoya Chubu 
Centrair Airport 
Code: NGO 
Highlights: Leisure facilities

Duty-free shops selling products 
of various brands can be found 
inside the airport. The leisure and 
entertainment facilities are also 
impressive. In addition to pack-
aged services including sightseeing, 
shopping, and food, bathing in 
a hot spring at Nagoyashinai on 
a corner of the shopping street 
is also a unique experience that 
should not be missed. Hot springs 
for men and women are separated. 
Through big French windows, 
tourists can watch planes take off 
and land while enjoying a bath. 

Selfie enthusiasts should not miss 
the chance to enjoy scenic spots 
such as “Lantern Lane”, evocative 
of the Japanese life from 50 years 
ago, and “Brick Road”, featuring a 
classic European style.

Tokyo 
Haneda Airport 
Code: HND 
Highlights: Edo Market Place

Shops selling various goods 
can be seen everywhere inside the 
airport. The shopping center on 
the fourth floor of the terminal 
building for international flights 
is steeped in Japanese characteris-
tics. In contrast, the Cool Zone in 
the Tokyo Pop Town on the fifth 
floor is modern and fashionable. A 
Hello Kitty souvenir shop can be 
found in Tokyo Pop Town.

Edo Market Place is located 
on the food street on the fourth 
floor of the terminal building for 
international flights. The restored 
historical scenes allow tourists to 
experience the Japanese culture 
of Edo (Today’s Tokyo) in the 
period from the 17th to the 19th 
century. On the third floor is a 
deluxe lounge where passengers 
can take a bath before embarking 
on a new journey. At the viewing 
terrace, tourists can also enjoy the 
beautiful scenes of Tamagawa and 
Mount Fuji. 

Seoul 
Incheon Airport
Code: ICN 
Highlights: Art and cultural shows

Passengers will feel delighted 
to find sauna, bowling, and cine-
ma facilities while they wait for 
their plane. A free internet cafe is 
another attraction, where tourists 
can use both wireless Internet and 
laptops provided by the cafe.

Passengers can also enjoy novel 
cultural and artistic performances 
regularly staged at Millennium 
Hall. The center dedicated to 

Thailand, Japan, Italy, and France, 
and can satisfy the appetite of 
passengers from all parts of the 
world. Massage services at the 
airport are provided at affordable 
prices, with 500 Thai baht enough 
for a Thai-style massage, foot 
massage or head massage.

Hokkaido New 
Chitose Airport 
Code: CTS 
Highlight: Doraemon Waku 
Waku Sky Park

Hokkaido New Chitose Airport 
is well known for its childlike 
innocence, in addition to being 
home to Japan’s first airport cine-
ma and possessing a hot spring 
resort that is “the closest to 
the sky”.

Doraemon Waku Waku Sky 
Park is located on the third floor, 
connecting the passages inside the 
terminal building for domestic 
flights. The park is open to passen-
gers of all ages. Children and 
adults alike can enjoy themselves 

traditional culture in the airport 
provides free courses and materi-
als for making handicrafts.

Wellington Airport
Code: WLG 
Highlights: Sculpture of Gollum

At Wellington Airport in New 
Zealand, you will meet Gollum 
from The Hobbit. The 13-meter 
high sculpture of Gollum is 
suspended from the ceiling of the 
hall. The sculpture was jointly 
made by Weta Workshop and 
Wellington Airport in the hope 
of creating lifelong memories for 
passengers.

Passengers feel as if they are 
in the world of hobbits, with the 
conveyor belt taking the form of a 
tiny hobbit house.

Hawaii 
Honolulu Airport 
Code: HNL 
Highlight: Theme park

The terminal building is 
surrounded by a different world. 
Three culture parks encircle 
the main terminal building and 
the central hall of the airport, 
with China, Hawaii, and Japan 
as their respective themes. The 
construction of these three parks 
and the airport was completed 
in 1962. Connected by small 
bridges, cobblestone ways and 

winding paths leading to secluded 
spots, these parks symbolize the 
culture of the Hawaiian islands, 
which coexist harmoniously and 
are inherited from generation to 
generation. 

Orlando Airport 
Code: MCO 
Highlights: Art

There are 50 pieces of art of 
different sizes in the airport, 
including an animal-themed work 
on each floor of the parking lot. 
The most popular work is a life-
size statue called Traveler, which 
depicts a passenger sitting on the 
ground with his eyes closed. The 
statue is located at the security 
checkpoint for departure gates 
No. 100 through 129 at Terminal 
Building A.

There is also an aquarium 
holding 11,400 liters of water at 
the food palace on the third floor 
of the main terminal building. 
Looking at more than 100 kinds of 
aquatic life in the aquarium, visi-
tors can imagine what Sea World 
looks like. Tourists fascinated by 
space travel may hang around the 
shop at the Kennedy Space Center 
in Terminal Building B and on the 
third floor of Terminal Building G. 
Visitors not only can touch a rock 
from Mars recovered from a mete-
orite but also see a life-size model 
of an astronaut.

 TIPS  
What is an airport code?
Each airport code is defined 
by the International Air 
Transport Association 
(IATA). The IATA defines a 
set of unified codes for all 
countries, cities, airports, 
and airlines that join it. In air 
transport, a three-character 
abbreviation is used to stand 
for the name of an airport. It 
is also called a “three-char-
acter airport code” or a 
“three-character code.”
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Los Angeles Airport
Code: LAX 
Highlights: Viewing terrace 
and museum

Outdoor terraces for viewing 
aircraft used to be attached to 
airports in the 1960s. For the sake 
of safety and security, and owing 
to the demand for increasingly 
bigger terminal buildings, these 
viewing terraces were phased out 
or closed. The one at Los Angeles 
is beautiful and stands on the 
roof of the restaurant at the top of 
the terminal building. Featuring 
a white arc-shaped design, the 
airport displays the optimism of 
the medieval period. The Flight 
Path Learning Center & Museum, 
displaying many models of aircraft 
for civilian and military purposes, 
offers free admission.

Paris Charles de 
Gaulle Airport 
Code: CDG 
Highlights: Luxury brands and 
French cuisine

The airport is a shopping 

paradise, selling every conceivable 
well-known brand of fashion, 
pearls, cosmetics, watches, and 
other accessories.  

Gourmets are bound to be 
familiar with Fauchon, a deluxe 
brand for food products. The 
airport hosts a wide selection of 
French cuisine. In the morning, it 
provides traditional baked goods 
and an assortment of break-
fast and fresh, delicious brunch 
options, including coffee, tea, hot 
chocolate, and juices. It offers 
seasonal savory and sweet dishes, 
including chicken in white sauce 
with rice and an 1886 Fauchon-
style artichoke hamburger, as well 
as the opportunity for gourmets 
to experience French food such as 
foie gras and all kinds of cheese, 
wine and champagne.

The airport also provides 
many other culinary options that 
won’t disappoint, including the 
legendary Macaron of Ladurée, 
quality chocolate from Home of 
Chocolate and tea from Mariage 
Frères, as well as caviar and foie 
gras from Petrossian and Rougié. 
You can taste all these delicacies 
or take them back home to share 

with your friends and relatives.

Frankfurt Airport 
Code: FRA 
Highlights: “Made-in-Germany” 
cutting tool, pans and 
luggage bags

Frankfurt Airport is one of 
the busiest international airports 
in Europe. When many Chinese 
tourists stop there to transfer, 
shopping is their best choice for 
killing time. There are more than 
200 shops, bars, and restaurants 
at the airport, with a number 
of special shops worth visiting. 
For example, BREE is a German 
brand of leather tools noted for 
its natural and top-quality leather 
material as well as its simple and 
practical designs. The BREE shop 
at Frankfurt Airport compares 
favorably in terms of price with 
BREE franchised shops in China.  

The Nike store at the No.1 
Terminal Building is the only one 
in a German airport and offers 
garments for men, women, and 
children, as well as sports foot-
wear. The prices there are lower 
than in downtown areas. Street 

trendsetters are advised to pay a 
visit to this shop. 

Every month, Frankfurt Airport 
holds an activity entitled “Duty-Free 
& Travel Value”, granting discounts 
on designated perfumes, sweets, 
and imported wines, and providing 
top-quality cigars. In addition, it 
pays to buy French and Italian red 
wines and whiskeys at the airport.

Helsinki-
Vantaa Airport 
Code: HEL 
Highlight: North European style

Vantaa Airport is the major 
airport in Finland and was one 
of the first to open an interna-
tional route to China. In March 
2015, it introduced mini-hotels, 
providing a quality environment 
for rest for as low as US$10. There 
are areas to trade books and use 
Wi-Fi services free of charge. An 
art gallery featuring a North-
European style, a spa, a work area 
and a large number of restaurants 
and shops help pass the time. 

The terminal building for inter-
national flights (T2) is comparable 
to a small shopping mall, with 
facilities including restaurants, 
cafes, duty-free shops, brand 
stores, branches of department 
stores, electronics and home 
appliances shops, internet cafes, 
drugstores, and banks. To help 
parents look after their children, 
the waiting area has a games 
room and a nursing room. A VIP 
waiting lounge is open to first and 
business class passengers, as well 
as frequent flyers. Business facili-
ties such as an advanced meeting 
center also provide convenience 
for business travelers.

London 
Heathrow Airport 
Code: LHR 
Highlight: Harrods

Heathrow Airport boasts a 
Harrods store, where you can find 
cups, bags and toy bears bearing 
the Harrods brand name, in addi-
tion to pearls and food items. 

Passengers seeking luxurious 
food and beverage services can 
pass the time at restaurants such 
as the Caviar House & Prunier 
and the Oriel Grande Brasserie 
before boarding. Many fami-
ly-friendly restaurants can also be 
found at the airport. For exam-
ple, menus, games, and activities 
suitable for children are available 
at Giraffe, The Five Tuns and The 
Three Tuns, providing parents 
with convenient choices. Families 
can visit Hamley’s, a well-known 
British toy shop, or stay at the 
lounge area specially designed 
for them. There, parents can find 
recreation areas and lounge areas 
for children of different ages, as 
well as a separate nursing room.

Passengers in need of a short 
rest can go to the Aspire Lounge 
to experience water therapy, enjoy 
food and beverage services, watch 
television or read magazines to 
relax in a quiet environment.
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A
s China’s 
first 
interna-
tional 

hub, Beijing Capital 
International 
Airport has always 
been devoted to 
optimizing service 
processes, applying 
and demonstrating 
new technologies, 
amid investments 
by an increasing 
number of airports 
in the Internet of 
Things and intel-

ligent technologies. It hopes to make use 
of these new technologies to improve its 
efficiency and productivity, strengthen the 
construction of smart airports on the basis 
of safe operations, and establish new stan-
dards for future airports.

The driving force behind Beijing Capital 
International Airport’s transformation 
into a smart airport originates from the 
opportunities brought by national strategic 
plans. Airports need to adopt a constantly 
innovating business model, and new tech-
nologies have made it possible.

Beijing Capital International Airport Co., 

Ltd. aims to make itself a “safe, green, smart 
and friendly airport”. It is creating new busi-
ness models, analyzing technology trends, 
and implementing projects through innovative 
ideas and technologies and the implementa-
tion of a series of projects involving smart 
airport construction.

Beijing Capital International Airport’s 
plan of “building a smart airport” consists 
of five business areas, six strategies, and 
three systems.

Focusing on “building a smart airport”, 
the aim is to create a sustainable type of 
green airport whose businesses can all 
develop in a coordinated way and where 
every department and unit and the rele-
vant companies and service providers 
work in one streamlined system and share 
information.

Since Beijing Capital International Airport 
initiated the “Smart Airport IT Study and 
Planning” project in 2016, it has conducted 
comprehensive research on all of its existing 
information systems and organizational struc-
tures and drawn up a development blueprint.

Guided by the concept of “build-
ing a smart airport”, Beijing Capital 
International Airport has seen a rapid 
development by deepening cooperation 
among its departments.

BUILDING A  
SMART AIRPORT
Text Wang Hanlin 

Airports are large and complex 
systems. Paris-Charles-de-Gaulle, 
one of the world’s busiest, calls 
itself the  “airport of the future”. 
The most advanced technologies 
can be seen everywhere within 
this giant infrastructure, and all 
play an extremely important role. 
New technology also brings vitali-
ty to airports.

intelligent security management 
system. It contributes to the long-
term aim of zero tolerance toward 
potential safety hazards through 
intelligent means and sticks to 
the  “Four Bottom Lines”, puts the  
“Three Key Points” into practice, 
and lays a solid foundation for the  
“Three Bases”.

The  “1-2-1” intelligent security 
management system supports the 
security management system’s oper-
ations, safety hazard management, 
safety responsibility implementation 
and legally mandated self-inspec-
tion. It also provides real-time 
monitoring and scientific evaluation 
for safety performance management 
and realizes the informatization of 
management processes, integration 
of data, regular inspection of safety 
hazards, real-time risk management 
and control, open responsibility 
distribution, customized supervision 
and inspection, and automatic statis-
tical analysis.

SMART SERVICE 
Beijing Capital International 

Airport pursues  “high quality, high 
efficiency, high satisfaction” to 
improve passengers’ experience. 
It has initiated a Wi-Fi construction 
project and completed the first stage 
in June 2018, providing passengers 

SMART OPERATIONS
Beijing Capital International 

Airport kick-started the prepara-
tion work for the A-CDM system in 
2010. It has since become widely 
used among units like air traffic 
control, airport operations, airlines, 
ground service, and aircraft refueling 

department, providing data, effi-
ciency, trend analysis, and refined 
management to the users.

The Production and Operation 
Managing System is a compre-
hensive system covering flight 
distribution and security. With the 
aim to remedy weak spots, it can 

provide better technical support to 
the airport’s operation coordination 
through real-time interaction with the 
A-CDM system.

SMART SAFETY MEASURES
Beijing Capital International 

Airport has created the  “1-2-1” 

with fast, advanced, and conve-
nient Internet services. According 
to ACI passengers’ satisfaction 
rating, during the second and third 
quarters of 2018, the airport’s Wi-Fi 
services have substantially improved. 
In 2018, a survey on the airport’s 
Wi-Fi project showed that over 80% 
of passengers said the new Wi-Fi 
service’s usability had seen a great 
improvement.

As for improvement at the service 
level, the  “Airline Information” app 
allows passengers to complete all 
boarding procedures using their ID 
cards and mobile devices. Beijing 
Capital International Airport has 
improved the passengers’ travel 
experience by introducing mature 
products and given civil aviation 
passengers paperless boarding 
experience throughout check-in, 
security checks, and boarding proce-
dures, offering them a convenient 
journey. This has improved the 
service level and security efficiency. 
The  “one passenger, one ID card” 
boarding process will be further 
developed by adopting new technol-
ogies, such as facial recognition, to 
achieve the efficient recognition of 
passengers and improve safety.

SMART BUSINESS
Beijing Capital International 

Airport has developed a precision 
marketing system, providing smart, 
customized business management 
services with data support in the  
“Internet Plus” era. It also collects 
data from businesses, services, and 
operations to analyze passenger 
flow and puts together pictures of 
passengers.

SMART MANAGEMENT
Beijing Capital International 

Airport’s unified authority control 
mobile app,  “E Enterprise Link”, not 
only meets the needs of the staff in 
sending and receiving emails and 
checking the latest news and notices 
from the company, but also offers 
mobile office functions such as send-
ing, receiving and approving work 
documents, which greatly improves 
working convenience and efficiency.

IT CAPACITY
In the planning and develop-

ment blueprint of Beijing Capital 
International Airport, the emphasis 
was put on the construction of a 
functional IT platform, including 
cloud services, the Internet of 
Things, big data and geographic 
information.

The unified cloud service 
platform provides flexible and 
customized computing and storage 
resources for the production and 
operation system of Beijing Capital 
International Airport. The open 
Internet of Things platform lays the 
foundation for an Internet of every-
thing. The construction of a big data 
platform allows data from all busi-
ness areas to be pooled together 
and energizes the business system. 
The upgrade of the geographic 
information platform improves real-
time mapping services, allowing 
to draw three-dimensional maps 
from the existing two-dimensional 
maps, and promotes localization 
ability. Through the construction of 
the IT platform, apps for areas such 
as services and safety are secured, 
given efficient support, and put  
into use.
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ASK 
THE 
CAPTAIN

Liu Chunlin
Xiamen Air
Total flight hours: Near 7,500
Aircraft Type: B737

Q: Is the flight time on the ticket the departure time?
There are usually two types of times on your ticket. One 

is departure time, and the other is boarding time. Passengers 
need to distinguish them. Another thing passengers need to 
pay attention to is that the time on the ticket is the local time. 
For example, if a passenger flies from New York to Xiamen 
City, the time on the ticket is the local time in New York. So 
passengers need to pay attention to the time difference. 

Q: How come sometimes an airplane takes off later 
than scheduled, but arrives earlier?

The actual flight duration is influenced by a lot of factors, 
such as temporary changes in air route, wind direction, and 
measures taken to accommodate for unexpected deviations 
in wind direction and speed, including opting for a more 
favorable flight elevation, which may all lead to discrepancies 
between the scheduled flight duration and the actual one.

Usually the scheduled flight duration that airlines put 
down on the internet and on your ticket is the average 
duration for that trip during that specific season, plus a little 
extra (usually another ten minutes). So it’s easy to understand 
how a plane could take off later than scheduled but still 
reach its destination earlier. 

The factors below will all shorten the actual flight time of that trip
1. Instead of taking the planned air route, the aircrew are approved 

to take a short cut, so the actual flight duration is shortened.
2. The pilot chooses a more favorable flight elevation to make use 

of the better wind conditions, which may also shorten the actual 
flight duration. 

3. The flight plan is usually based on the longest possible length 
of time between landing and take-off (this can ensure that there 
will be enough fuel for the journey). But during the actual flight 
the aircrew can apply, possibly because of wind direction or 
speed, for more favorable landing and take-off times.

4. With longer intercontinental airline flights, in the interest of safer 
fuel consumption, a faster flight speed can also save a lot of 
actual flight time.

Q: Do pilots also fear delay?
In fact all pilots want the plane to take off and land 

on time, just as all passengers do. After landing, the 
passenger’s journey is basically over. But for pilots, 
we often still have several flights to go. Besides, to 
land safely and punctually is our duty as written in 
the company’s rules and regulations, and it is our 
responsibility as professional pilots. When any delays 
happen, we use all the knowledge we’ve accumulated 
to reduce or undo them, and get all of our passengers 
to their destinations safely and on time. 

Q: Would you share with us things that 
passengers don’t know about flight delay.

Many factors may cause delays, such as weather, 
traffic control, aircraft malfunctioning, passengers 
falling ill, and security problems. Different measures 
must be taken according to different situations. If 
a delay time has been confirmed and is expected 
to last a long period, we will put off boarding. It’s 
more comfortable for passengers to remain in the 
departure hall than sit on the plane. Things become 
more complicated if we are not sure about the delay 
time, but normally we’ll let the passengers board as 
soon as we are ready, because air control tends to 
let flights with passengers already on board take off 
first. But when the weather is severe or there’s an 
aircraft malfunction, it’s possible that we may have to 
cancel the flight. After all, there can be no doubt that 
passenger safety is more important than punctuality. 
It’s destiny that brings the passengers, pilots and 
flight attendants onto the same plane for various 
individual reasons, and they all share the same goal, 
which is to land safely, comfortably and punctually.

He Hongliang
China United Airlines
Total Flight Hours: 3,600
Aircraft Type: B737NG

Mom, my flight is 
half an hour behind 
schedule. You can pick 
me up later.

OMG! How could we land 
in advance?

Take it easy. We are 
coming soon!
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On November 26, 2018, Air France-KLM and China 
Eastern Airlines signed an agreement to extend their 
joint venture partnership. Among those present were 
Liu Shaoyong, Chairman of China Eastern Airlines, Tang 
Bing, EVP of China Eastern Airlines, Anne-Marie Couderc 
Chairwoman of Air France-KLM and Air France, Benjamin 
Smith, CEO of Air France-KLM and Air France, and Pieter 
Elbers, President and CEO of KLM President.

As part of this enhanced agreement, the three SkyTeam 
airlines (Air France, KLM, and China Eastern Airlines) 
will extend their joint venture partnership as of January 
1st on two additional routes, Paris–Wuhan and Paris–
Kunming. Air France, KLM, and China Eastern will offer 
their respective customers new codeshare and connec-
tion opportunities. Air France-KLM and China Eastern 
are thus continuing to develop their strategic commercial 
partnership aimed at offering an ever-expanding range 
of services to customers traveling between Europe and 
China.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 
TRAVELER COOPERATES WITH 
GLOCAL SCHOOL 
TO EXPLORE STUDY TOUR 
COURSES

National Geographic Traveler established a stra-
tegic partnership with Glocal School on December 
8, 2018 in Beijing to jointly launch five special study 
tour courses. This is National Geographic Traveler’s 
first strategic partnership with a domestic education 
and training institution, with a commitment to help 
Chinese children explore the world and their poten-
tial. Their cooperation will bring new concepts to 
study tours, which means Chinese study tour courses 
will be greatly internationalized. 

Study tour courses developed by the two parties 
focus on exploring China’s unique culture and land-
scape, mixing National Geographic Traveler’s 
internationalized concepts, wildlife photography 
and vast high-quality knowledge in the humanities 
and natural sciences with Glocal School’s classic 
nature educational system to create standardized 
and internationalized study tour courses, so as to 
meet the increasing demands of Chinese parents for 
high-quality study tour courses.

China Eastern has taken delivery of an Airbus A350-900 
aircraft, which has been earmarked to fly select domes-
tic services in China as well as long-haul routes to Europe, 
North America, and Australia.

The new aircraft is the first of twenty A350s the Shanghai-
based carrier has on order. The aircraft is set to debut on the 
airline’s Shanghai-Beijing service, with future aircraft sched-
uled to operate routes to Chengdu, Guangzhou, Frankfurt, 
Amsterdam, Vancouver, and Sydney.

While China Eastern isn’t the first Chinese carrier to 
receive an A350 – both Air China and Sichuan Airlines 
already operate the widebody aircraft – the airline is nota-
ble for being the only one of the three to offer a first class 
cabin on the aircraft.

China Eastern, meanwhile, has gone for a four-class set 
up that features four first class seats, along with 36 in busi-
ness, 32 in premium economy and 216 in economy.

AIR FRANCE-KLM AND 
CHINA EASTERN SIGN 
AN EXTENSION OF THEIR 
JOINT VENTURE 

CHINA 
EASTERN 
GETS ITS 
FIRST 
AIRBUS A350

The Gone with the Wind musical had its world premiere 
in Beijing in December 2018.

The musical stars Broadway actress Rachel Eskenazi-
Gold, who has played the lead role in The Phantom of the 
Opera. Scarlett in this musical is the very image of Vivien 
Leigh (who gave life to the character in the film adapta-
tion). The stunning performance and fabulous singing 
abilities of Eskenazi-Gold have earned the actress wide 
recognition.

Gone with the Wind is another musical of the highest 
standard coming to China in recent years. Compared with 
the original novel, which emphasized an idyllic outlook 
on life and a love story in the American South, the musi-
cal underlines emancipation and the conflicts between 
North and South.

After 13 performances in Beijing, the musical went on 
tour to Shaanxi and Shanghai.

ANA’S SEA TURTLE 
A380 ROLLS OUT OF 
PAINTSHOP

Airbus has unveiled the first  
“sea turtle” livery on the exterior 
of ANA’s A380 superjumbo aircraft.

The Japanese carrier first 
announced plans for the special livery in 2017, with 
the aircraft set to operate on flights to Honolulu 
from May 2019.

The sea turtle, or  “Honu”, is a symbol of good 
luck and prosperity in Hawaii, and the livery will 
appear in three different colors on ANA’s fleet of 
superjumbos.

ANA’s A380s will adopt a four-class layout, with 
economy, premium economy, business class, and 
first class, offering eight new first class suites in a 1-2-1 
configuration and featuring sliding privacy doors.

Premium passengers will also get exclusive ameni-
ties, including bedding, loungewear and amenity 
kits, and first class passengers will be served meals 
developed by the staff of Italian restaurant Noe at 
the Four Seasons Resort Oahu at Ko Olina.

CHINA SOUTHERN AND 
AMERICAN AIRLINES SIGNIFI-
CANTLY EXPAND CODESHARE 
ROUTES 

China Southern and American Airlines are signifi-
cantly expanding the number of routes on which 
they codeshare, increasing connectivity options for 
travelers.

The agreement builds upon the two airlines’ 
existing codeshare partnership, which took off in 
January 2018 after American Airlines purchased 
more than 270 million shares in the Chinese airline 
in 2017.

Codesharing allows travelers to book multi-
ple legs of a trip in a single reservation, along with 
being able to check in luggage from their first point 
of origin to their final destination. This also elimi-
nates the need to go to a transfer desk in order to 
procure a boarding pass for connecting flights.

Members of American Airlines’ AAdvantage 
or China Southern’s Sky Pearl Club frequent flyer 
programs will also able to earn and redeem miles 
on flights operated by the other carrier starting 
next year.

While many of the routes that will be joining the 
two airlines’ codesharing partnership are domes-
tic services, there are a few long-haul flights that will 
also see the beginning of codesharing.

GONE WITH 
THE WIND 
MUSICAL 
PREMIERED 
IN BEIJING 
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